NY yao qmg k¢ chi fan ma ?

1. VRIS 2z R ?

Are You Asking Me Out to Lunch?

D& zhaohu de jib&n yaodian

FTIBF R AT &
(Easentials of greeting)
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This was John’s first visit to China for a business
trip. He found out that people mentioned meals frequently,
which often confused him. Why do people talk about this
subject in the working environment all the time, and what
is so interesting about eating meals?

After a couple of days, he was asked by someone
the same question as well. One day he met Dajun, his
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colleague, at the door of their office.

Yughan di-yi d chiachai dao Zhonggud. Ta faxian Zhénggud
HmF—REBE B F B, BRI TF
rén pingshichdng tiji  yduguan chi fan de hudti . zhé hén shi rang
AFE G RAH KL EA, KRG 9k
ta kunhud :  Wei shénme Zhanggud rénzdngshi hui zai gongzud chdnghé
T e b2 b R A T 5
zhongtdndaochi de wénti . bing raci pian'dizhé ge huati ?
WK B e B AL, St e AR B X AN E ALY
Ji tian yihou . to y& péngdaole béi biérén xtinwényduguan
JUR VA G, HAdLsb ] TR AR A £
chi fan de qgingjing. Zhé&tian., ta zai bangongshi ménkdu pengdaole
AR R, TR, MAESNE MO T
ta de téngshi Dajan :

Mty Bl F R E

Dajin : Chi fanle ma?

ARE: [2IR5159

Dajun: Have you eaten?

Yuéh‘(/)ﬂ : Méiydua ., nine ?

NE . 2B, fRige

John: Not yet, how about you?

Dajan: Woyé rpéiyéu. O . wd yhur ydugehui. dgixianzdu yi
AE: FWEE. B, ZF—=/ILB8T=, BxE—
bu . zdijian.

7, Bl

Dajun: Me neither. Oh, | have a meeting and have to go
now. Bye!

Yuehan: NVzhéba shiydo qingwdchi fan ma?

298 IMXARE 15 Hlz R 159
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John: So you are not inviting me out to lunch?

Dajan :  NY xmng de daotingméi , d&ng wd ydu shfji\én zdi shud, xianzai
AZE: IRBEERE=, 5 HENEH IR, ik
wd bixa zéu le .

NN
HWINRE 5 o

Dajun: You wish! Wait until I’m free. | have to go now.

Yuéhan: N& ni weishénmeyaowen wd ydu melyou cht fan?

W IR AZER ;B LB I2IRY
John: Why did you ask me then?

Dajan :  Zhé ni hdi bu zhiddo? Zhé zhishi Zhonggudrénde yi ju wen-
ARE: XIMAARNE? XR2 P E AH— ’UIDU

hou\yu .

&8

Dajun: You didn’t get it, did you? This is just the Chinese
way of greeting.

Yuéh;ofz Shénme? (Y |i(é£1 bu jig¢ deshénging)
. HA? (—RAE S 1B
John: What? (confused)

It was a very awkward situation for John when Dajun
asked him if he had eaten a meal. He did not know how to
reply. After asking Dajun about it, John figured out that »z
P87 ¥ ? is a common greeting similar to “Hello” in English.
He learned in his Chinese class to use 1%:%F to greet others.
This was not the case. How should John reply? What does
he do wrong next?

Dajan jianddo Yuehanwen ta shlfou ch|guofon le , Zherong

kfr—ﬁ Bl P2 FEre R T,
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Yuéhan géndao hén bd  zizdi . shénzhi ydu dignr  buzhisudcud .
X 4

HMBIRREE, L2 EILREPTH,

Dang ta gingjidoguo Dajin hou cdigdomingbai, “ chi fanle ma? ”

L Mm HIRFEFR/AE, PLIRT B2
yudnldi shi Zhonggud rén chdngyong de yi zhdng d& zhaohu yongyl .

kAT B AT B H— f ITBERE,

Yuéhan céng ta xuéguo de Hanyl k& |i hdi jide . zdi hé tarén
W S ~ ~ ~ N N V=4

28 M F L 6 IGER BIRIER, EAA

jianmian d& zhaohu shiyong “ nihdo 7. danxianzdixidnrén b shi zhe

L@ dr#erer A RS, BRLER AR R
zhdnggingkuang . Na& Yughan jigjing yinggai z&nme huidd 7 Xiamian
Aot oL, ARAMA TR IZELAREL? T
ta you zud cudle shénme ne ?

Mo XA T A A7

Yuéht‘/JD . Lli . nYchifanle ma?
9. FF, MMIzZR5059
John: Lily, have you eaten?

Lili @ Xanzaichifan tai zéole ba . ni shud de shiwdnfan hdishi wi-
FA: MERIRKE TR, 1R17 N2 RIRAZT
fan a 7
TROT?

Lily: Itis too early to eat right now. Do you mean lunch
or dinner?

Yuéhan: Bashi. bashi. W&zaidui ni shus “ Hello ”. Dajan
298 A8, FBo HAENIRIE “Hello”s KZE
shué “ chifanle ma? ” shi “ Hello ” de yisi

1 “IZIRSBY” B “Hello” 0S8,
John: No, no. | meant to say “Hello.” Dajun said that
“Have you eaten?” means “Hello.”

Lli : Haha . na ni y& dé&izaichifan deshijian wén a .

AF: BI5, BREFBAIZIREEYE B 0,
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Lily: Well, you should ask that question at meal time.

What is wrong when John uses the question 1R*Z.4%
T "% ? to say hello to Lily? It seems that /z*24% T "% ? and
15%F are different. What should John do?

Zhe CI Yuéhan dul L||| yong “ ni chl fanle ma ”
RGN FH A ARPCIR T B a‘T
zhdohu . ke xmnron Sudignr  bd tai duijinr . g&njué shang
Wk, TEAAEILR KNI, K E
zhé ju hua hé “ ni hdo” hcnshl yousud bu téng. Name Yuehan
X ey ihAe RFT BRAHAE , ALY H

j ng yinggai zenme zud ?

J
R30I E AR

Cultural Tips AL R

Foreigners coming to China for the first time are
usually confused by Chinese customs especially when
being asked /RIZHR T 1% ? Do they want to invite me to
dinner? Do they think I am broken? Why do they care so
much whether I have eaten or not?

Literally, /X 2 W& T 15 is a simple question about
eating. On most occasions, however, this sentence is
used as a form of greeting, This is because in the past,
food was scarce and the general public was concerned

whether there was enough food. Asking someone /R
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