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Beloved Child......

Since 2000, Chinese children have exhibited markedly
different lifestyles and mental states. Their individual dif-
ferences are bigger than those of any previous generation.
Some are independent, while others are unable to take care
of themselves. Some have strong characters, while others
are vulnerable. Some are sensible, while others are obstinate.
But there is no doubt that each of them is different and full
of ideas. As a result, their parents often have difficulties in
educating and communicating with them.

Beibei, 8, lives with her parents in Beijing. Being an in-
dependent girl, the second grader takes good care of herself.
She spends two hours every day commuting between home
and school. She has lunch with her classmates in the school

cafeteria. After school, she does her homework while she
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waits for her parents to come home. Beibei’s parents, both
of whom are career-seekers from other parts of China, are
busy with their jobs. During their early days in Beijing, they
struggled to make ends meet. As their life improved, they
bought a home, got married and gave birth to Beibei. Since
their daughter’s birth, they have worked even harder to earn
money so Beibei can receive good education and live a
carefree life.

Beibei’s parents see great value in improving her abil-
ity to live independently. She has to work to earn her pocket
money. Her parents pay her 0.5 yuan (7 US cents) for wash-
ing a bowl, 1 yuan (14 US cents) for cleaning the floor, 1.5
yuan (21 US cents) for taking out the garbage and 2 yuan (28
US cents) for washing her socks. This system has worked in
Beibei’s family for more than three years. Now Beibei can do
many household chores. No matter how busy they are, her
parents spend time studying and playing games with her ev-
ery day. Playing chess, jumping rope, kicking the shuttlecock
and storytelling are their favorite activities. The day Beibei
likes best is Sunday. Every Sunday, her parents take her to
the suburbs, the zoo, the amusement park or just the small

park near their home. Beibei enjoys her life. Her parents are
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busy but they care for her very much. Although they are not
wealthy, they live happily. Love and content are essential to a
meaningful life.

Unlike the lonely girl, Luo Jie is surrounded by caregiv-
ers. As both his parents are only children, the little boy is
growing up under the attention of six people—his parents,
his paternal grandparents and his maternal grandparents.
Regarding Luo as the apple of their eyes, his grandparents
vie to have him stay with them. They sometimes get angry
and quarrel over it. They often scold Luo’s parents for their
attitude toward their son, too. The young couple has tried
to persuade their parents not to pamper the boy, but their
parents will not listen. They still take their grandson to KFC
and McDonald’s and buy him all kinds of toys.

As he grows older, Luo is starting to resent this life-
style. He wants to have his own friends, but when he goes to
play with his classmates one of his four grandparents always
follows him for fear that he might get hurt or bullied. He
is particularly loath to see his parents and grandparents at
school events such as sports meetings and student parties.
To his confusion, the adults always have a discussion before

parent meetings to decide who will attend. L.uo has become
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