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1. Readers
Learn Chinese Through 100 Sentence Frames is for English speakers in the global community who are

interested in China or visiting China. The readers’ knowledge of Chinese can be very basic or even nonexistent,
and they can use this book to teach themselves Chinese in their own time and at their own pace.

2. Contents

The number of practical sentences in a language is infinite, but the number of sentence models is finite. The
sentence models of syntactic structure are called sentence patterns, they number less than 10 and are comprised
of the syntactic constituents of a sentence such as the subject, predicate, object, attribute, adverbial, and
complement. In this book, the sentence models of semantic meaning, called sentence frames, have been adopted
as a teaching tool.

There are around 100 sentence frames, which are classified by semantic categories including time, location,
source, goals, etc. A more detailed explanation of the classification can be found in one of the following
sections, “Semantic Categories in Sentence Frames” .

This book is organized into ten chapters, each addressing a different topic area that will provide the readers
with knowledge that they will frequently find useful when traveling and living in China. Each topic area includes
ten practical sentence frames which reflect the types of daily situations that the readers may encounter, with
the book providing a total of 100 situational sentence frames. As well as these frames, other related practical
vocabulary is also provided for each situation, allowing the readers to conveniently substitute related vocabulary
into the sentence frames and create new sentences for their specific needs.

The ten topic areas are as follows:

I. Useful Expressions I1. Persons and Things I11. Time and Location IV. Shopping

V. Eating and Drinking VI. Accommodation VII. Transportation

VIII. Studying and Working IX. Culture and Recreation

X. Sports and Health

3. How to use this book?

This book is different from Chinese textbooks used in the classroom. We have made the needs of beginners
our first priority and put emphasis on training the readers to teach themselves to the best of their abilities.

(1) The readers will first learn a few useful phrases, such as standard greetings and introductions;
expressions of happiness and praise; making apologies; saying goodbye, etc.

(2) They will then be able to search for more specific English sentence frames, based on their needs, in the
contents section. For example, if a reader wants to say, “Where is the subway station?” they should first locate
VII. Transportation i [jiGotong] and there they will find sentence frame 068:

068 Where is the subway station?

Mo 4k 3b AR 29 Diti€zhan zaindli ?

(3) The ability to ask questions under many different conditions will be looked at especially. The first
sentence of the title of each sentence frame is interrogative, and related to the declarative sentence in the frame.
If the readers master the usage of interrogative sentences, they will be able to use their Chinese to ask for any
information they may need, and as they enlarge their Chinese vocabulary they will be able to create more and
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more such sentences.

(4) In this book, each sentence frame is comprised of a table of columns, one for each semantic category.
The first line of the table shows the sequence positions, which never number more than nine.

(5) In this book, each sentence frame page contains a sentence frame table, a vocabulary table, and grammar
notes. Students teaching themselves are recommended to concentrate on the sentence frames table, for the
Chinese language doesn’t have morphological changes. The main grammatical means of Chinese is word order,
and sentence frames provide learners with both the sequences of categories in basic Chinese sentences and their
equivalent sequences in English sentences. The vocabulary table words are optional, and can be learned by the
readers at their leisure, according to their individual needs.

(6) Generally speaking, without context displacement, the order of the meaning categories in Chinese basic
sentence frames is fixed. This order is as follows: @ subjective; @ causative; ® time; @ location; ® follower;
® beneficiary; @ verbal ® dative; @ objective.

The predicate verb of a sentence will occur in the sequence position of number seven @. This verb mainly
gives expression to actions, states, mentalities, possessions etc.

4. The main features of Chinese grammar explained in the notes

In this book, the features of Chinese grammar are explained in the grammar notes of the sentence frames.
They are briefly as follows:

(1) In Chinese, words don’t have morphological changes. For example, Chinese verbs don’t have tenses
and voices, and adjectives need not be changed into comparative degrees, such as “good — better — best” in
comparative sentences.

(2) The word order of interrogative sentences is the same as that of declarative sentences.

@ “# [ma]” is positioned at the end of a declarative sentence to form a yes-or-no question.

@ To form interrogative sentences, interrogative pronouns (Wh-) are positioned in sentences where the
answers are expected to occur.

(3) The attributes and attributive clauses are always positioned before the head.

(4) The adverbials and adverbial clauses are always positioned before the predicate verb in a sentence.

(5) The complement indicates the result, direction and degree of an action, state or change; therefore, it
always follows directly after the predicate verb in a sentence.

(6) The basic structural unit of Chinese is a monosyllabic sinogram. In general, one sinogram represents one
basic concept, and combinations of two or more sinograms denote compound concepts.

(7) The main type of word formation of Chinese compound nouns is “attribute + head.” In general, the
attributes are sinograms that indicate the features of the heads, and the heads are sinograms that represent
categories. In the following words: “ B £ [woshi] (bedroom)”, “ #k & [jidoshi] (classroom)”, “ & & [anshi]
(darkroom)”, “ & & [zhdnshi] (showroom)”, “ 48 /& & [didodushi] (control room)”, “ 14 3% % [yueldnshi]
(reading room)”, “eE 8 [xTyanshi] (smoking room)”, “&#LE [hulyishi] (meeting room)”, the sinogram “=
[shi] ” represents the “room” category.

5. Marks

[ 1 contains the Pinyin of Chinese words, for example, in “#& [ba].”

() contains the English or Chinese translation, for example, in “%&- (dad).”
{ } contains material that may be omitted.
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(D There are other compound finals beginning with “i ” and “u ”, such as “uang=u+ang” . The following
are the compound finals.
AL M Cur TR EEE « “uang=u+ang”, A1 RERITR,

ia=i+a iao=i+ao ian=i+an iang=i+ang | iong=i+ong

ua=u+a uo=u+o udi=u+ai uan=u+an uang=u-+ang

@ When “u” follows “j, q, x,” or “y”, it becomes “i”. The pronunciation of “ju” is “jui”; the

pronunciation of “yu” is “yu”, as follows.
E “j\ q‘ X‘ y” Z}E, uu:'u'no “jun E@ﬁ%% “jun ; uyun E/\j \%% «y'u'n, ﬁD_FiléﬁﬁzT—\‘o

jusja jue=jie | juan=jian | jun=jin qu=qu que=qle |quan=quan| qun=qln

Xu=xu xue=xUe | xuan=xan | xun=xun | yu=yi yue=yilie |yuan=ytan| yun=yun

4. The following are the tones in pinyin. Rz “BES" B9 “HiR",

Tone FHEif Tone mark fA%R Examples =
The 1st Tone  ZF—7 — J\ [b@] eight
The 2nd Tone 25— /= s ¢ [bd] to pull up
The 3rd Tone ZH=FF v #0 [bd] target
The 4th Tone ZEPUA= N % [ba] dad
Neutral Tone % 7= without tone mark ~ FCIHkrR M [ba] (part)
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Semantic Categories in Sentence Frames A3\ f) “¥ 3"

A sentence frame is a table comprised of a humber of columns, one for each semantic categories. The

semantic categories are the classifications of semantic relationships. The main semantic categories are given

below:
— AR T SR B A . R BB SO AR EE . EE UG AR
Subjective |Causative| Time Location | Follower | Beneficiary [ Verbal Dative Objective
27N o] e i = ik LS RiB B& S
Person Reason Period Scope Tool Substance Action Duration Relative
N T iNEH YO TE SEAR 18 g5 BN
Determiner | Purpose Source Manner State Frequency | Belongings
FRE H D J73 NS Wi JEA
Attribute Basis Goal Material Linking | Amount
Jette i 2 =S BX A B

Some of the meaning categories, such as time, location, source, goal, scope, manner, tool, material, amount,
determiner and belongings, are easy to understand and needn’ t be explained. However, the other terms, such as
subjective, objective, dative, beneficiary, follower and relative, can be more difficult to understand. Therefore
they are explained below.

G N PIARIE, an IR B AR R VR 50 TR OME BE L IRE . B %,
RSN, NTREIMERE, (HRA 27 RIS, 0 “FIR, B DR, IR, fER. RE”
B, SREDUHBERY, PTDITREE T R RORE

(1) Subjective is the first substance in an event, including: (D the doer of an action; (2 the experiencer of a
state, attribute or a change; (3 the initial item of a judgment.

CEERT B—ANEERE - SRT: O TAIBITE ; @ RE . BRI E ; @ Hlr
HE T,

(2) Objective is the second substance in an event, including: (D the substance being affected by an action; (2 the
substance being perceived; (3 the product being made ; @ the content of information transmitted.

AR BN T SR O TR @ BRI SR s © HIFERIRLR ; @ (ZEam(E
HN%

(3) Dative is the third substance in an event, including: (D the receiver of a present; 2) the receiver of information
transmitted.

OB R AEEFE = KT O xRS @ BRGNS E,

(4) Beneficiary is another substance in an event, including: (D the substance being benefited; 2 the substance
suffering loss.

VR DB BN LR O ZanE ; @ ZHiE .

(5) Follower is the substance accompanying the subjective in an event, including: (D the companion of the
subjective; 2 the substance compared with the subjective in the event.

PR RN R (PR O FIRIIPHE ; @ BREAMRERIISLR,

(6) Relative is the substance related with the subjective in an event, including: (D the substance being related
to the subjective; @) the final item of a judgment.

“RET BB ATIRERA R AR (SR O EREKCARE ; @ AR,
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Contents of Sentence Frames A B F

I . Useful Expressions % Jifif) 2-13
II. Persons and Things Afii#h 14-25
III. Time and Location I JHIHE s 26-37
IV. Shopping "% 38-49
V. Eating and Drinking W2 50-61
VI. Accommodation 1Ef 62-73
VII. Transportation 2Zill 74-85
VII. Studying and Working “%2Jfil L{E 86-97
IX. Culture and Recreation CHEFIRRIR 98-109
X. Sports and Health ¥ &1k 110-121
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001. Hello! #&4F 1

002. Nice to meet you. AR 5%,
003. No problem. /& 5] #1,

004. Don’t worry! /423 |

005. Happy birthday! #0174 B & /& |
006. Goodbye! #& I |

007. How are you? f&4f7% ? Fine, and you? k4, &% ?
008. May | come in? & 7T vA it kv ? Come in, please! ##t |
009. I’d better go. &z A7 Won’ t you stay a little longer? &4 —4&)Lre |

010. You are really terrific! /R &L 7 A2 | You are overpraising me. it £ 7,
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Hello!
001 #4F1 Ninhdo!

Hello!

A HF Nihdo!

Hello!

47! Nin hdo!

Good morning!

F _E&F! Zdoshang hdo!
Good afternoon!

T 455! Xiaw hdo!
Good evening!

0%, % | Wanshang hdo!

1. “4% (you)” is used among peers. “%& (you)” is used to show respect for elder people or those of higher status.

2. In this book the Chinese monosyllabic word “Z (script)” is translated as “sinogram” instead of “Chinese character”.
The meanings of a sinogram (monosyllabic word) are many, but the meaning of a disyllabic word is more defined.
Therefore, in the spoken Chinese language, disyllabic words are more frequently used than monosyllabic words.

L %7 AT SRS ANCEESIERSERL . 67 FRWRIESEE MR s AR REH,

2. AAPHIPUEA T EAETIHY 5 (script)” %624 “sinogram” DLEfX “Chinese character”, — “3 (sinogram)”
B, I “F R IR NI, EDOER G 2 FRE 1AL,

Vocabulary ifi&

R[] you 4 [w] noon

#& [nin] you (with respect) 4 [shangwl] morning; before noon
% [hdo] good; nice; all right T4 [xiaw] afternoon

B [zd0] morning; early /1 [zhong] middle; mid; center
B I [zdoshang] morning H14F [zhongw] noon; midday

L [shang] up; before; last (week); on A% [wdn] evening; night; late
T [xiq] down; after; next; below % _F [wdnshang] evening
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