| I it oeéicceiure e[ T | |

 H

Saving Your Face

1.1

i g 3o
Stronger than Others

o



http://www.purpleculture.net

PEEIT

% %} i Conversation
£ OA: EW, WERIFILA AR AHBBER S |
g Mr. Li, several organizations tried to contact you yesterday. Where have
: you been?
- B. WEWF! Bedgibbd, AN ANEIL AL, MR,
C HIRRR 14
5‘5 Oh, I have been very busy recently. I am supervising so many divisions.
% One person can only do so much.
3 QA: W, WAL LK B2k ITYE?
I heard you have several girl friends now. How can you handle it?
B: WR, el OB, At 2adpidi, JEubfilskia k!
You are right. I am too busy to take care of all of them. But they like to
chase me around. What can I do?
i
T, RUAERMH, A4k, RF "WF" . £OF, HFEM
2, REEZAY, BA/RA BT . EOF, ABERLAEEXHY
R, RWHAREEARA, REE.
Context
Busy in this example means that there are always things waiting for
8
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you to do. Therefore, you have more

opportunity to make money and have
more power and status. In conversation
(1), Mr. Li is a leader and an
important leader has to be

busy. In conversation (2),

Mr. A is being chased by é
several girls at the same %
time. He says it must be g
because he is charming ‘%
and attractive. o
W B, —H ZH L, /1S SRR Y %
i, HELTHL 5
Rifi: BILKZ g
H FP 4 A7
AREIRIR
X} i% Conversation
O A PR IR RAEYERIE R 5 L2
Why do you always find faults with me?
B ARBEBIR, WX —S TR A2
You have so many problems (defects); am I the only person who tells
you this?
9
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QA AR, BPEX2Z N, WA 2RI
I have to tell you, is there anyone else who likes you enough in our

classroom to tell you?

B. IRk,

Stop nagging me.
§ .
g Hhe
H HVE— MRS, ERGEIMAZE, AEBHE, WEH
: oY FREST, BR, HFR0, 2P £, EUF IR,
¢ FEARIRY, RTFREREH. WREHTY, AMRLSKERR. &
. AXHRCHEEREARERE, RTTHE OB AL A%, EELAK
s HMERE, RRET
7
i
0 Context
§ A busybody usually has a kind
0
2 heart, but talks too much.
A busybody knows people
don’ t want to listen to
them, but they have to
speak out about whatever T
is on their mind. They feel — == %W
this shows their love, concern a n d
responsibility. If you meet friends or older persons who are this way, often
the only polite choice is to listen.
Wi B/ GRIE BT
kil I TAfO
Rifi . RO
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ERAR IR AR ANE

» . B

X} i% Conversation =

T

@A BXEHALIE, REAGERFE -T2 ;
Your song must contain some deeper meaning; can you explain it to £
me? ¢
B . WRER, PRRBLIR A, 2
Well, you're right. But even if I explain it, you wouldn't understand. Z%

Cd

@A FRHUBA R, BRIt A | 3
You would never understand the feeling between her and me, even if I 2

tried to explain it to you!
B . FHEKRAN T, At RERARBUEE T,
I have been there too. If you don't want to tell me about it that is fine,

you don't have to make any excuses.

il

XERERAS, TREANHELZEAN, TARI NI RO,
HAmiR, F8# NMEAFTEHZRELEBEWH, FASTRAN
B, EATRAEMG, LT9, S TERAFHA, REHFTAFWE, B
I, ZOHBERT, WBRAFEAWNT . Fi, BEEAARIHEQERE
WER, o, ARAZALTALN A, TEEELEENHAT .
ZH, EOFREKERAE, KRBT, £OFRZNERELKREH R
#, FEEET.
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si8yiQ uey) 1ebuong /BYEERY / L1
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Context

Although these conversations sound very impolite, they cannot be avoided in
real life. This is because people come from different age groups, knowledge
levels, and value systems. As Confucius advised; don’ t speak in high
ideological sentences to people who understand the world in more simple
terms. For conversation (1), the answer is reasonable; moreover, there may be
some secret that cannot be shared. A definitely knows more about the music
than B, and shows it in by rudely dismissing B’ s interest. In conversation
(2), B is not only very impolite, but also shows he doesn” t trust A. B knows

A understands what’ s going on, but doesn’ t want to hear A’ s opinion. A

insults B.
Wik PACE, AulUE B, /7 GRIE- W)
i . XgRsE

Rl Blad atiekk

yriey SFAE 4FHY

%5 Conversation
QA W, HIMEY, AT (A NG

Excuse me; please show me your tickets! (Two people show their

Monthly passes).
B (HEGRARN) Grwh, BSWChRF, 4rwh, L. .. ..

(Ticket seller asks to everyone) Okay, please put your passes away.
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@A (J) ZARNAREZEELEEMN g

Anyway, we must visit my parents this Saturday.

B: (&) ...... . A,
Okay!

O A EW, ZBHEEIAF ¢, BATWIRMIR 2],

Boss, we've finished all the things that we were suppose to do. We %ﬁ
should go back to the head office tomorrow. %
B . LFiF), AFELFIRLFI. :
Okay, okay, okay. E
EWEDEE, FEH B TARARAMER, EOPEERA
FHERTERTREE, OFHIFE—RASANBEHMAR, RF80%  °
BLARTHFMER, AEFATREH RS HkE. OFHEH S
SANRELFEETATRLRH A, ERRSET, B4, wEARE
RT &8, ARk &, ATT.
Context
In spoken Chinese, "okay" doesn't imply
"good" or "praise" (as it often does in
English). In conversation (1), the ticket
seller uses "okay" to state that they have
finished checking everyone's tickets.
In conversation (2), B says "okay"
after considering the situation,
agreeing with A's assessment
and conceding that they should visit
the parents. Conversation (3) usually
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W layout.indd 13 :‘t 2006.9.17 5:49:56 PM (


http://www.purpleculture.net

| I it oeéicceiure e[ T | |

20e INOA Buines /-NE] (LIS / |

sIay)Q uey} Jobuons /BYEERY / 1L

14

W layout.indd 14

happens when the leader listens to their officers' report. "Okay" means
that they heard it. But when the leader repeats "okay" several times,

it means they heard you, they understand, and they want you to stop

talking.
Wig: KaH: W, BRZPEZ. T/ GREBR-B
Sy

kil . LA
Rif: RRIR
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