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Introduction

The K12 Standard Chinese series of teaching materials 1s an international Chinese graded textbooks designed
for non-native language learners i K-12 grades, aiming to enable students to achieve a gradual improvement in
language proficiency through enjoyable stories on modern Chinese life and traditional culture. Based on language
and culture, the textbook is compiled in strict accordance with the Chinese Proficiency Grading Standards for
International Chinese Language Education (GF0025-2021) (hereinafter referred to as the Grading Standards)
and The Framework of Reference for Chinese Culture and Society in International Chinese Language Education
(hereinafter referred to as the Framework of Reference) released by MOE Center for Language Education and
Cooperation. This series of teaching materials follows the principle of combining structure, function and culture
with students as the center and language use as the guide. It combines the “5C” goals (Communication, Cultures,
Connections, Comparisons, and Communities) proposed by Standards for Foreign Language Teaching in the
21st Century in the US and upholds the writing ideas of “taking the Chinese characters as the basis, culture as the
body, interest as the foundation and grading as the outline™. It respects the law in second language acquisition, and
designs the content step by step, thus forming a close-loop integration structure of language teaching and cultural
teaching.

The K12 Standard Chinese series of textbooks i1s developed based on the new paradigm of “three bands
and nine levels” proposed in the Grading Standards. Combined with K-12 learners’ actual needs, the grading
standards are further divided into “five stages and nine levels”, thus forming a spiral upward structure ranging
trom the basic stage, initial stage, to the intermediate stage, pre-advanced stage, and then to the advanced stage.
The nine levels have a one-to-one correspondence to the Grading Standards. Referring to the teaching syllabus
for grammar and levels of vocabulary and based on The Framework of Reference, the teaching content is carefully
designed from four aspects: knowledge of culture, understanding of culture, cross-cultural consciousness, and
attitude towards culture. It teaches culture from the specific to the abstract, from the elementary to the profound,
and strives to introduce Chinese culture and its contemporary national conditions to the world comprehensively,
systematically and objectively, thus making positive contributions to promoting exchange and mutual learning
among civilizations and building a community with a shared future for mankind.

The K12 Standard Chinese series of textbooks has been selected for two research fund projects: “Teaching
Resources Construction for Chinese Proficiency Grading Standards for [nternational Chinese Language
Education” (project number YHIC21ZD-039), a scientific fund project sponsored by the MOE Center for
Language Education and Cooperation (CLEC) and “Development of Chinese Textbooks for K-12 Primary

and Secondary Schools Based on Chinese Proficiency Grading Standards for International Chinese Language
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Education In the New Era” (project number CT12021B06), a scientific fund project sponsored by Chinese Testing
International Co., Ltd. (CTI). The whole series of teaching materials has passed the applicability certification
of HSK/YCT organized by CIT in 2024, and is suitable for these international tests for Chinese language. It 1s
recommended to Chinese language learners in primary and secondary schools around the world.

The K12 Standard Chinese has five stages and totals 9 levels: the basic stage (Level 1 of K12 Standard
Chinese) corresponds to Level 1 of Grading Standards or HSK1/YCT1, emphasizing on Communication in the
*5C7. In basic stage, students can have simple communication on daily life, personal information and other basic
social topics, and understand basic cultural knowledge and daily social etiquette and behavior norms.

The initial stage (Level 2 of KI2 Standard Chinese) corresponds to Level 2 of Grading Standards or HSK2/
Y(CT2-3, emphasizing on Communication in the “5C”. Students can communicate briefly on topics such as family
background, living environment, shopping, etc. and complete relevant communication tasks. They can master the
related customs on Chinese festivals, and can also relate to cultural factors in their own country.

The intermediate stage (Levels 3-4 of K12 Standard Chinese) corresponds to Levels 3-4 of Grading
Standards or HSK3-4/YCT4, emphasizing on Communication, Communities, and Cultures in the “5C". Students
can communicate completely and coherently on campus life, travel and other topics, and complete communication
tasks such as seeking medical treatment and making invitations. They can learn places of interest, food culture,
traditional art and other culture, and make cultural comparisons.

The pre-advanced stage (Levels 5-6 of K12 Standard Chinese) corresponds to Levels 5-6 of Grading
Standards or HSK3-6, emphasizing on Cultures and Comparisons in the *3C”. Students can carry out abundant,
fluent and appropriate social communication on interpersonal communication, social phenomena, and other topics,
and complete relevant communication tasks (such as expressing opinions and talking about history and culture).
They can master China’s fables, contemporary literature and art, foreign communication and other diverse cultural
contents, understand the cultural connotations behind social phenomena and express their opinions appropriately.

The advanced stage (Levels 7-9 of K12 Standard Chinese) corresponds to Levels 7-9 of Grading Standards
or HSK7-9, emphasizing on Cultures, Comparisons and Connections in the “5C”. Students can conduct
standardized, fluent and appropriate social communication on various advanced or professional topics, understand
the characteristics and cultural connotations of China’s social life and contemporary national conditions, and have

the ability to analyze and evaluate the dynamic development and influencing factors of Chinese culture.

Writing Group of K12 Standard Chinese
July 12, 2024
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1 Can youretell the onigin of Loong Boat Festival according to the text?
2 What do we eat duning Loong Boat Festival? What flavor do you like?

3 What are the customs of Chinese Spring Festival? Which custom 1s the

most interesting for you? Why?

— MAARANOERER: APXOSFAZA oot
1 Do you know any other traditional Chinese festivals?

2 What are the festivals 1n your country?

3 Can you share some interesting or strange customs i1n your country?

=. BRI FENMENRN

1 RRATEFLOZEAITA, BFFTRAMNRLLGTHE

2 I FFTAMN—BKRELAET, RALF. b, BTOHERARS,
R 2 1 Fer AP O R R ?
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4 EAPEEAN T AZ—, AP RARMAG,
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Classical Chinese Poem

bai  wyun quan

yagl -4

tdng  bdi iy

(Bla E B
tian  ping  shan shang  béi yin  quén
X + 4 B = £,
yin Zi wi xin  shui 7 Xidn
= 8 A K B A,
hé bi bén chéng shan  xid qu
f % & » 4L TF %,

lang  xidng rén jicn

bd
;ﬁi. i$; EEE. iE&- 1%] A ﬂﬁlc

AFIFHIEFT, FiRXEF.
Fecite this poem underthe teacher's instruction.
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Qiflgud
aihu
anshi

anshi

baitud

ban/shi

baohdn

baokuo

baogui

bao
bepo
bi

bimidn

bidozhi

bugudn

ca

cailico

caichan

caifu

celidng

ceshi

A

patriotic
cherish, take good care of
ontime

hint, suggest

B

get rid of

do things, handle affairs
include

include

precious, valuable

hold in the arms

be forced, be compelled
avoid

avoid

sign

reqgardless of

&

wipe
material
property
wealth
measure
test, quiz
tea (leaves)

product

11

12

12
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bianpdo

béwugudn

chxi
chunlian

cljiu-yingxin

Duanwu Jie

fangxing
fei
fu

gdoféngqi
gongjiang
gong

gongxidng

guocui

A 418 )

B

firecrackers

museum

&

Chinese New Year's Eve

Spring Festival couplets

rng outthe old year and ring in the new

D

(In a monarchy) minister
Island

hall

top, summit

sweetened bean paste
poison

Loong Boat Festival

F

let (sb./sth.) pass

waste

a measure word for pictures

G

peak period
craftsman, artisan
palace

share

quintessence of Chinese culture

12

12
12
12

11

11

11

10
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