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INTRODUCTION

® The 2nd edition of Easy Steps to Chinese is especially de-
signed for non-Chinese background students, who are learning
Chinese as a second/foreign language. The series can be used
by fifth and sixth graders, as well as secondary school students.

® This series will help students establish a solid foundation of
Chinese in terms of phonetics, characters, words, sentences
and grammar through natural and gradual integration of lan-
guage, themes and culture. The simultaneous development of
listening, speaking, reading and writing is especially empha-
sized. The ultimate aim is to help students develop communi-
cation skills in Chinese in real-life situations and express their
viewpoints appropriately, precisely, logically and coherently.

® Besides the Textbook and Workbook, the series includes addi-
tional materials such as exercises for specific language skills,
revision books for exams, Teacher's Book, and digital resour-
ces, as well as word cards, picture flashcards, PowerPoint
slides and test papers.

The series consists of seven books in three stages:

® Stage 1 (Books 1, 2, 3): the focus of this stage is to establish
a solid foundation through the learning of pinyin, characters,
vocabulary and grammar. The aim is to help students foster an
interest in learning Chinese and develop skills in using simple
Chinese for communication.

® Stage 2 (Books 4 and 5): the focus of this stage is to learn more
vocabulary and grammar so that students are able to use the
language functionally when communicating with people in real-
life situations.

® Stage 3 (Books 6 and 7): the focus of this stage is to provide
students with authentic materials, and help them develop com-
munication skills. It is believed that when the time comes, the
students will be confident in expressing their viewpoints pre-
cisely, appropriately, logically and coherently in both oral and
written forms.

® The course incorporates theories and findings from brain
science, cognitive psychology and second/foreign language
teaching and learning. The course, which adopts “spiral curri-
culum” principles, emphasizes the learning of characters, words
and phrases, and takes advantage of rules of Chinese word
formation, is designed logically and scientifically so that
students are able to learn and acquire Chinese systematically.
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® The course progresses gradually and smoothly with appropriate
degree of challenge in terms of language input and knowledge
about Chinese history and culture.

® Relevant and authentic materials covering a wide range of
themes are thoughtfully planned across the series. This conside-
ration will help students develop a feel for the Chinese language
while deepening their understanding of contemporary China
and Chinese culture, and will foster their multicultural aware-
ness as global citizens.

® |[n order to help students become independent learners and
establish a solid foundation for their further studies of Chinese
in the future, the difficulty level of each book is carefully
controlled so that students are able to move from one level to
the next with confidence.

® |t is believed that no matter which pedagogy is adopted, what
matters is that the right pedagogy is adopted at the right time,
for the right purpose. Hence, the course allows teachers to use
a combination of various effective teaching approaches in their
teaching.

The course design has achieved:

® A balance between language and culture
Language learning is very important. The course focuses on
helping students develop communication skills in Chinese while
learning about Chinese culture.

® A balance between language knowledge and communication skills
The course is designed to ensure that knowledge-based lan-
guage learning is placed within real-life contexts, resulting in
the development of both linguistic knowledge and communica-
tion competence.

® A balance between a broad and controlled course
With the Textbook serving as the core, a broad range of other
teaching materials are offered, which are enriching and stimu-
lating enough to meet the different needs of students.

® A balance between authentic and modified language
At the beginning level, all the teaching materials have been
modified and carefully selected to accommodate the students’
level of Chinese, while authentic materials are provided at more
advanced levels. It is believed that in this way a gradual deve-
lopment of competence in using Chinese can be achieved.

® A balance between mechanical practice and tasks requiring
high-level thinking
Mechanical practice is necessary for mastering basic language
knowledge, while activities and tasks for the purpose of com-
munication can help students develop analytical skills, logical
and critical thinking.

® A balance between teaching and students’ involvement
The role of a teacher is very important. However, there should
be a balance between the teacher’s guidance and the students’
independence in their learning.
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CONTENT OF THE COURSE

® The Textbook plays an important role in helping students to
gain knowledge of Chinese language needed to develop listen-
ing, speaking, reading and writing skills. The Workbook takes
a supporting role, providing reading passages on different
themes and knowledge about Chinese history and culture, as
well as various exercises that serve as meaningful practice
and reinforcement. (Starting from Book 5, the Textbook and the
Workbook are combined.)

® \Vocabulary, grammar and themes are carefully selected and
evenly spread out across the series. Students practice what
they have learned through various stimulating tasks in real-life
situations, in order to gain and develop communication skills.

® [n order to meet the students’ needs to prepare for various
exams and to achieve good grades, the core vocabulary, gram-
mar and requirements of various exams are taken as reference
when designing the series.

Some unique features of this series:

® Pinyin appears on top of characters at an early stage and is
gradually removed as the students develop their Chinese profi-
ciency. The teaching of pronunciation with corresponding exer-
cises is designed systematically and scientifically.

® Chinese character teaching stresses the importance of teaching
basic strokes and compound strokes, stroke order, radicals and
character structures. Character writing exercises are provided
to reinforce the learning of characters.

® |n order for the students to better understand and more easily
memorize the new words and phrases, an attempt has been
made to ensure that only one character in each phrase is new,
and only one meaning of this new character is given. For each
lesson, new words and phrases are listed generally according
to the order that they appear in the text, but some may be ar-
ranged differently based on teaching needs.

® \/ocabulary expansion is made possible through a good under-
standing of the meaning of each character in a phrase. Some of
the words that appear in earlier stages are repeated and prac-
ticed in later stages to reinforce and consolidate the learning.

® Grammar appears as a formula and is explained in a simple
manner, followed by practice exercises in contexts.

® Themes are varied and relevant to students’ real life, and are
carefully selected according to students’ age group, interest
and level of Chinese in each stage.
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® | istening exercises are evenly spread out in each lesson. The
listening script uses the same topic and vocabulary as in the
lesson, while adding some new words that appropriately chal-
lenge the students.

® Speaking exercises take various forms that are interesting and
relevant to students’ life so that the students are able to deve-
lop communication skills in real-life situations.

® Reading materials cover a wide range of topics, such as daily
life, humanities, arts, history, geography, new technology, en-
vironmental protection, etc. The themes of reading are varied
and the texts are authentic in nature.

® Writing training starts at the outset and remains a focal point
throughout the series. The students are expected to use diffe-
rent text types and apply what they have learned in the course
to write appropriately, precisely, logically and coherently.

HOW TO USE THIS SERIES

® Stress the importance of character structure when teaching
new characters. Knowing the meaning of each character in a
phrase will help students guess the meanings of new words
that they encounter later on.

® Emphasize the importance of having a good grasp of the new
vocabulary and content of each lesson. At the same time, the
teacher should create opportunities for the students to func-
tionally use the language and skills they have learned.

® Draw students’ attention to the texts in each lesson, as the
texts are samples for oral and written work. The teacher should
explain explicitly the formats and requirements of different text
styles. The oral and written exercises can be modified to suit
students’ levels.

® Select exercises in the Textbook and Workbook to match with
your teaching plan. All the exercises provided can be modified
or expanded according to students’ abilities and levels of Chi-
nese.

® Make good use of the supplementary resources provided. The
answers to the exercises in the Textbook and the Workbook,
and the teaching suggestions for each lesson provided in the
Teacher’s Book are only for teachers’ reference.

® Pace the course according to your teaching plan. As the series
is continuous and ongoing, each book can be taught within any
time span, according to students’ learning ability and Chinese
proficiency.

Yamin Ma
September 2020, Hong Kong, China
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« Subject + i@ 7 + Verb
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N3 :
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g:k 'jr‘_ll: /‘€' /.
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« iX £, + Sentence
FFART S, i TER, HIFR
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| 12

A+ kb + B + Adjective + Complement

RFX : :
) - Subject + 4F1% () + Noun
S at e AR ER AR BT )L

2 vt i
Subject + #54F )L + Verb
BRAKXBREEMe (ALEN) FF
I E,
«56isread % & 5.
L==y S N 1 /\“' 3 b 75 N . b,
3 B X Na1za%% Bk, IABRYRBTHoH1E; HK, 29
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KA E
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T . Hok, e B, e
32

EAEEY, ARFRERE R

F—HEn EnE3
Verb + 13/~ + 1 5k
ARRATHE A% 1R

XHE « 7R + Sentence
BT FHERERTF, HAAY B,

Y@ " is a verbal measure word used for actions from

4q Sty
beginning to end.
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AR AR, KA EINIRE] T
7/ EERE 1fa%318% GLADE 66
« 3@ 1% + Noun/Verb
KILVAAT L ERHACT
« Y& + Noun + ¥ + Verb
ENFRAE R, BRAT —REFLRHR,
RRBFEFT,
« 52 4K + Verb
FEXIFOFEF T, K& FIRAAM RS,
« f£ +Noun + T, + Sentence
FoC IO BE, fEE F AR R R BT
do R RAIM S FIL, BEFRibR T
#T k.
« 4k + Object + Adjective/Verb
- Adjective + T &
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