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Introduction
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Learning Objectlves » Tones

» Grasping the basic concept of tones - Simple Finals
- Recognizing and pronouncing the pinyin alphabet - Initials

* Pronouncing single syllables 50% of the time correctly + Compound Finals

» Spelling out single syllables 30% of the time correctly - Nasal Finals
» Having a basic knowledge of how Chinese characters » Pinyin Spelling Rules
are written - Tone Mark Rules
+ Saying numbers 1-10 - Tone Sandhi
Introduction Chinese Characters
Mandarin and the Chinese Dialects Numbers

Chinese Phonetics and the Pinyin System Chinese Culture

* The Chinese Syllable

{R%F Getting Acquainted

Vocabulary
Speech Communication Functions & Learning
Objectives

- General greetings and goodbye

- Asking someone’s name

» The Usage of 5% (shi)
» The Usage of the Interrogative Pronouns £+ £ (shénme)

and "L (ndr)

» The Usage of the Interrogative Particles *5 (ma) and

% (ne)

+ The Position of the Adverbs 7= (bl1) and 4. (yé)
Chinese Culture
Guided Listening
Guided Reading
Integrated Tasks
Pinyin & Pronunciation
Character Instruction

« Asking about someone’s nationality / place of origin
« Asking about someone’s academic status
» Confirming information

Text: Meeting People

Grammar

* Sentence with a Verbal Predicate
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FRIZK My Family

Vocabulary

Speech Communication Functions & Learning

Objectives
» Asking about months and dates

» Inquiring about someone’s well-being (informal)

» Inquiring about someone’s family

* Asking about someone’s age

- Asking about someone’s occupation
Text: Do You Have Siblings?
Grammar

» The Use of Adjective as Predicates

HRIFIF My Favorite Activities

» The Usage of A (ydu)
» The Measure Words i~ (ge) and & (kou)
* The Affirmative-Negative Question
+ The Usage of Possessive #9 (de)
Chinese Culture
Guided Listening
Guided Reading
Integrated Tasks
Pinyin & Pronunciation
Character Instruction

Vocabulary

Speech Communication Functions & Learning

Objectives
« Stating the time when an action occurs
» Inquiring about someone’s pastimes
» Expressing a desire with 8 (xiting)
« Stating a planned activity with -2 (yéo)

« Giving, accepting or declining an invitation / a suggestion

» Describing one’s abilities
Text: Let's Go to a Movie!
Grammar

» The Word Order of Chinese Sentences with Time

HE4TE Daily Routine

Expressions
- The Usage of #]: (déu)
« The Auxiliary Verbs 28 (xi¢ing) and & (ydo)
» The Adverbs i% (hai) vs. 41 (y&)
* The Complement of Degree
Chinese Culture
Guided Listening
Guided Reading
Integrated Task
Pinyin & Pronunciation
Character Instruction

Vocabulary

Speech Communication Functions & Learning

Objectives
* Inquiring about one’s daily activities

« Stating what one did in the past

» Indicating perceived earliness or lateness with 3£ (jil1) and

7 (cdi)

» Describing sequence of events with ¥L3] (yigian) / ¥ 5

(yihou) /- &y 8 4% (------de shihou)
» Giving and accepting an invitation (informal)
Text: A Busy Day
Grammar
« The Usage of T (le)

« The Usages of ¥A#7 (ylqién), ¥ (yihou)and

evese RO EFAE (oo de shihou)

» The Adverbs 3£ (jia) vs. 7 (cai)

« Serial Verbs

« The Usage of % (xi&)
Chinese Culture
Guided Listening
Guided Reading
Integrated Tasks
Pronunciation & Classlcal Poetry
Character Instruction

https://www.purpleculture.net


http://www.purpleculture.net

6

Page 161

7

Page 191

8

Page 223

EBEZRME Visiting a Friend

AR

Contents

Vocabulary
Speech Communication Functlons & Learning
Objectives
+ Choosing between two options
» Making and responding to offers of beverage or food
+ Giving and responding to compliments
» Indicating the direction of a motion
Text: Meeting a Friend’s Family
Grammar
+ The Alternative Question
+V —TF L (yixidr)

» The Prohibitive,/ Preventative | (bi&) vs. & (bi)
-(— ) &L [(yi)didnr]vs. AT (—) &JL
[y6u (yi) dinr]
* Compound Sentences
* The Simple Directional Complements
Chinese Culture
Guided Listening
Guided Reading
Integrated Task
Pronunciation & Classical Poetry
Character Instruction

BFEjiad A /NAE There Is a Park in Front of the House

Vocabulary
Speech Communication Functions & Learning
Objectives

+ Stating the existence of an object

+ Identifying the object that is in front of, behind etc. another

object

+ Stating the location of an object
Text: Do You Want to See the House?
Grammar

+ The Existential Sentence

« The Identification Sentence
» Subject + 4% + Location
* The Prepositional Phrases
Chinese Culture
Guided Listening
Guided Reading
Integrated Task
Pronunciation & Classlcal Poetry
Character Instruction

Eﬁﬂﬁﬁﬂiﬂﬁ Dinner at a Friend’s House

Vocabulary
Speech Communication Functions & Learning
Objectives
+ Etiquette of dinner entertainment
+ Talking about a past experience
» Expressing the condition for performing an action
+ Declaring possession of an acquired skill: £ (hui)
+ Declaring availability or ability to perform an action:
fE (néng)
+ Stating external factors that permit an action to occur:
T 1k (keyi
Text: Eat More, Please!

Grammar
» The Usage of 4 (mé&i)
« % /¥ (dud/shéo) + Verb + Quantity
« it (guo) as an Aspect Particle Indicating Experience
» The Auxiliary Verbs 2 (hui), #& (néng) and
T vk (kéyi)
« The Auxiliary Verbs {7 (d&i) and ¥ (kén)
Chinese Culture
Guided Listening
Guided Reading
Integrated Task
Pronunciation & Classical Poetry
Character Instruction
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i%£i% Selecting Courses

Vocabulary « The Resultative Complement
Speech Communication Functions & Learning « The Pivotal Sentence
Objectives » Attributive + #] (de) + Noun

Chinese Culture

Guided Listening

Guided Reading

Integrated Task

Pronunciation & Classlcal Poetry
Character Instruction

* Inquiring about someone’s classes or major

« Seeking and offering opinions between peers

» Describing the result of an action

* Relating a request, demand, recommendation or permission
Text: What Classes Are You Going to Take?
Grammar

IR (A ) [hdi méilydu)] vs. 5% (A ) [méi(ydu)]

* The Topic-Comment Sentence

ia)il 3 Page 287  Erif Page 302
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B RERE—RIETE R, (R
AR, BUIERALIZTE EE CPT
THEE" B EIRCPIZIEE S BT 22N
B4k, ATEE, EEENMTITERBT.

“1ZART " ( Your turn! ) N5 4= R4
T itk RIS .

Comprehensive Grammar Exercises .

m Ask guestions Based on The underlined wards %
1. A 1 L]

Lésshi sing Zhing.
B EH B K

i 4

Wimen ngpasd i L1 Diwd

BAM  HAF e -ti.ﬁ'.l.

3 A ? \

Toaman shi b guededn.
Bofei] & REE,

4 A 7

Shi. &0 shi v tongeass
B, X & WP,

ﬂ Fill ir the blanks with 1§ (mo), % (na) or nething

Hngwn. nim guising
LitF. & #4_ 7

Himen Koshl xing 2hing
TN B E_ 9

M1l gl msseheng

Lkt %3 7

‘Wi ming Wiang, =l
44 4 E. & 7

[ Recrrange the words $o make them grammatical

kMengugndn ! Eoghi ! LT ghi

LAMA ¢ #WiEr S

ji i SV O B ERGng BEnG
Ly 28 2 K

B CC e B

) The Use of Adjectives as Predicales

Chanee wdjoctives e more tue adjectmes. They 2t like verbe, in ihe serse thal dhey may serve
indepapdanily as tho gealjcale of o seslepee. This [osters fofplors the presapee of the warh & (sl
umierEwIry and urgrammacal.

Wl el
.:?i,. BB feomact)

Wit =hi hig~ mang
-ﬁ a AR 4o, dircomet)

| aqn bussy

Howeever, the afjective pradicete does not completely o sobe eifier. B s wually modified by o degree
atheerh sisch ps JE Chnkon an affirmaiive semience, Mleass mode ihai whea [ Chenos ussd in k= conesi, i
Largge by Dicsas s albalily o degres isdicalon, and perfisnns mesily o grenmatcal fenction. Whem (b adjecdive
predicines appears withoul a degree adverb, @ implies oomparon

W ey, B8 B imedng.
K ot BmFR e

I dn barsly. Ha i sl

m Say the following seniences in Chnese

Lhur iescher 15 NKo

Mz dad = bisy

) Tha Usags of 3 [yau)
The verb for presession (io have, 10 own) or existience (ihere isfe) & W (pdu)L Mote that |is negative
Forrme in W Drreltoedoal, noi 35907 (i ol

T, -
Poass=sion I::';'Ii‘ ?T\" ::';;. qe has o yoamper beodhar

T R e wll Babii
Enbsleiees SR e Rt Thieie oee Trve puoele bin s Tanrely

¥ 3 A o A,

CREWRIEG]T KA T &t ntE
£Inny . EEOEMAITZHEMBEGIREE,
EXEEJPREMRBEE, BE5ARE
EXEMEXF G, mARTT LT XY
B

CHRESCERET MESAREMAER—
e Ef, e, 2ER. X0 /E T
ieRE T4 F5, WANTER “UTAZ%3"
“RESRST R T AREFERAR.

EICIETEIM Chinee Cutare B

1. aming in Chinese
Chimess names are ssmlly composed of two or thres characiens. The firs characier is ibe sumame (4.

enggh whike the sesl i We given mene (&, misgh There e over 1,500 susiaines being usal. However, The
mie comreon ones clvm K75 of the popelation”s reming righes, Those semarmes are callod 37 540 08430 Jia
Kiswg, The Hardred Famnily Sumosics).

The Cheness given reanies mow vmnlly mesnmgiel and cargfuly chosen by de poenis or gradparenis, 4
v B oo bivee cidier ong of bao chiinacters, Whea (b given nasie his s chasciens, the S charscler
iracbtimal |y siarals for the gereration of the fmily, For example, paresis may name ther tipee children as £
o (Wiksthieg), o I CWEnguelh, K 1h CeVErvedi) respeotively, and the characier £ wdn) represis That
paricufar geprenation of ke fnibe Hewsear, the prectice s begely digegapdsd e

2 How Do Chirese Address One Another?

When two Chinese meel for the s time, iU is common 10 ask only each others Tamily names. Unee diey
berome scqespied, ihey ey call each other by fall e, ssmape, green name or sickname depemiding op
e terms of the relationship. Take o woman whoss foll name is Lin Shofmg o o ecmple. Casil busines
asujabas o cfjents would call ber by her sueparne with a bile. Co-wokems aee lilehy @ call Ber Koo Lip
il she & in her 20 ar 305 or Lao Lin if she & in her 405 or el Her (ormer clssmates woald call ber Lin
Shufesy, ad bar clice fremds and Emily would call bar Shatl: £

-4

A Fang, or Xi

1 Brestings

Albough krown as the equivalenl of Erglish "hello™, Sg4f i hia) 18 net commaonly ssed by native
Chinese when they greet oae ansther. This eapression |5 & comemperary inveation neserved mostly Tor
[rorcigrery, business or comual sequaintances or people mesiing for the fint emne Inoafl other eocasions
Chingse wiaubl gree coch other i one of the follewing ways. 1§ s early in the morning, people sy F (2000
or BH (nin abol messing “Coed moening™ (il 8 clese o pch or dier By, Chmese e o sk cxch
ather whether they henve exier—=L b T =47 (Chi tan ke ma?i I rwo people have rail seen each oiker for
sreg lims, they are liksly b ask how (be othar person has been doongss §§ 38 3 2 B2 (Zuijin panmeyong 71
or RN ET (Dein 20l ming shénmeT What have vou been Busy wiih recersly ) Another comiman
reay b areed s by slaling tha obvieus IUone savs & soghbor coming hane or on babes wiy oo, hat'ske
wollld =1y someibing like U&7 {Gdng hulol va? Jusi remmed ") or & & 497 (Yo chisou mo¥
Gioan g oul 7). Thewe questinm ane dictoneal sl neely reguire o sesld arewer. The slilressee ssually jusr
asknealodgos. it

— COIRAPARE A RID CORMEECT
In your ceannlrg, Galhure or comermgy
¢ Hiovw o popd & matamee thieir b lidren™
b Hird b penipl o adibros such oiker?
= Mo is ihe way thai people meei ond Inreduce one anciher diffeseni from bos Chiness praciice i
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B E 89, XEEXTE A EE A E IR S e

BT, (B2E A NS HEERE (a8, i oot S o

TMFEFZDIEHATXMIIZ, LBEEEE
ARG RE SRR BB RE, BELITIEAEE
TR T RICSBERED . X145 5 D
RZE MRS, TEEEFGRNE. A

s 1, What Are Their Family Momes?
Arepwar the foliowing questions bassd on fhe audo dip

¥ What are the thoee men's family names? Wrine them down
IF AT

(1§ b o think then these are their given names, family names

ENEETERN | vt Renine

| B e

L. Yaur Opnans Are Wakied

N Bedow s a obip Vo o DUBIDmss. OOTETeend. Angwer e SUEERns Based on e oomimsnd

U1 F Tk e k]t i aiorier @k, el pork, ohdokisa, Bl ¥

12 b Hemecd ooy thr pormescwl, i the coioreey st Bod wovth this. rmen 1 Wiy o whiy ped?

15 0% ihe camiper rears ie ihE resoasnd” Why or vy se?

or fall nameaT You can find ihe anseear in ibe Chinese

Cullise stiog.

EREEE | Guided Listening B

RIEHETT PRy B-HoREEPE
LEERELNXFIER. 5 "h%KT" H8il, X
—E B EE iRt R E RS BEIS ISR P R EL
LEES SN

B
BTG B TRl L
D R e . o ) N
T . - LM, B R kil
S Bl LaHdB d, RAWATE, Y FTFHEHN |
5 Ml md L N by
i T MR — 0, ]
e —
-1 mes 8oa
i [ 5
s 1 —_—
=T
5
Ll —
S,
I e
Ea ik [ = T T
A
Siik e &
i
P s
el —
5l tamm =
o
MW

BZHTE—
SAkiEEFEREE |\
ANELR L B A AY {
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Preface

Speak and Act: Beginning Chinese 1s a basic textbook in modern Mandarin Chinese. The teaching goal 1s
to lay a solid foundation for beginners in all four skills—Iistening, speaking, reading and writing. It 1s designed
primarily for English-speaking adult learners in a structured learning environment, but with a few adjustments it
can also be used by high school learners and other individual learners. The lesson structure offers high flexibility
tor individualized curriculum and lesson planning.

Key Features

» Helping learners to attain the ability to use Chinese accurately and naturally in the appropriate language
environment 1s the ultimate goal of this textbook. To this end, functionality is put in a leading and core position and
serves as the organizational principle of this program. The theoretical framework of this approach is the speech act theory.

« Language functions are consistently presented and practiced in appropriate context.

« Language functions are explicitly linked to corresponding language forms to encourage an automatic
assoclation between the two in students’ minds.

» Features in language forms are demonstrated in the context of culture where such associations exist. This
serves dual purposes: 1) highlighting the interconnectedness between language forms, culture and functions; and
2) providing a memory aid for students, learning of language forms.

« Grammar points are presented systematically in clear, lucid and comprehensible language. Linguistic
jargon is kept to a minimum. The explanation is simple enough to keep the point in focus yet detailed enough to
facilitate a sound understanding of the grammar point in question for learners. Structures of related functionality
are purposely introduced together to highlight their similarities and differences. Many illustrative examples are
provided in the explanation of grammar.

» Contextualized vocabulary exercises make this usually solitary task interactive and fun. The supplemental
vocabulary provides a rich resource for students to build their individualized vocabulary bank.

« Short authentic (or simulated) guided listening practice and reading materials are designed to develop
students’ coping strategies in real life situations when they find themselves in a Chinese-speaking environment.

 Character instruction 1s provided in each lesson. In addition to demonstrating stroke orders and naming
radicals, partitioning characters into common components is also illustrated.

» The U.S. world-readiness standards for foreign language education (the 5Cs) are coherently integrated into the
program. The emphasis 1s on understanding and reflecting on the underlining elements that have occasioned the similarities
or differences among various countries, peoples and cultures, rather than just memorizing and reciting simple facts.

* The organization of the lesson contents is streamlined and easy to follow—from vocabulary, functions,
grammar, culture to a culminating performance task. Numerous interactive, student-centered and task-based
communicative activities accompany each component, thus reducing the teacher’s preparation load.

* Fully aware of the differences among Chinese programs in terms of teaching goals, objectives, needs and
the student body they serve, we strive to keep the options open for instructors in the design of this program. Pinvin
1s provided for vocabulary, speech communication functions, the main text and the grammar explanation all the
time. For speech communication functions and the main text, pinyin 1s placed above characters in Lessons 2-7,
under characters in Lessons 8-13, and separate from characters in Lessons 14-18.
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Program Components

* Two volumes of textbook. Each volume contains nine lessons, and is intended for one academic semester at
the college level.

* Two volumes of workbook. Each volume also contains nine lessons corresponding to the textbook lessons.
Volume I consists of sections in listening, reading, behavior culture, grammar, translation, vocabulary building and
character practice. Volume [I adds a guided composition section.

* Audio program. It provides audio recordings for all the listening components in the textbook and workbook.

» Supplementary resources: Scan the QR code in the textbook to download the accompanying audio recordings,
as well as PDF files of Appendix 1: List of Chinese Radicals, Appendix 2: Strokes in Chinese Characters, and “Audio
Text and Part of the Answers” for each lesson. Scan the QR code in the workbook to download the accompanying
audio recordings, as well as the PDF files of “Audio Text and Part of the Answers” for each lesson.

« Teacher auxiliary resources, It provides PPT for classroom instruction, suggested curriculum, lesson plans

and performance-based projects. Teachers who need these teaching materials can send an email to maiheng(@sas.

upenn.edu to contact the author.
Unit Overview (Lessons 2-18)

The first page of each lesson features

a background photograph representing the

theme of the lesson. Each unit opens with 2
an eye=catching list, detailing the objectives
and contents of the lesson. It provides a clear B s cogter you il earn
I Viscabalary R L L r Ty e ——
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Preface .

Supplemental vocabulary words are
included in vocabulary exercises and may
appear in the “Speech Communication
Functions™ section. Learning them is optional.

This is a space for individual design and needs.
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There are many “bubbles™ throughout each lesson. They
are short notes on language or behavioral culture 1ssues.

And ends up with task-based interactive communication activities that provide context for practice.
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Baii Min hin! Fin shi Zhiinggudosn moT "\.\
m, B2 BB E FEA
Being: Shi. WP shi ndr rin? LY
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The main text 1s an expansion of the mini-dialogues
in the “Speech Communication Functions™ section. It
provides a broader and more authentic (thus closer to
real life) context for various speech communication
functions to interplay. The above-average length of the
main text is intentional. With adequate preparation at the
“Speech Communication Functions™ stage the main text
1s not difficult, yet its length gives students a real sense

of accomplishment and confidence.
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Grammar eXplanations are placed together so
they are easy to look up. To achieve the best result,
however, the grammar point in question should be
introduced and practiced when it appears in the
“Speech Communication Functions™ section or the
main text. The sentence structures are displayed in

clearly defined pattern boxes.
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“Your turn!” provides an opportunity for

students to practice the sentence patterns on the spot.
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The comprehensive grammar exercises
adopt some of the traditional grammar practice
formats that remain effective and necessary.
Language is presented in context (dialogues,
paragraphs) instead of isolated sentences

without context.
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L. Maming in Chinese
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2. How Do Chinese Address One Another?
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Preface .

“Chinese Culture” presents some informative

cultural. social or historical facts or anecdotes related
to the theme of the lesson in English. This provides
a platform for probing and understanding-oriented
discussions. [t also prepares students for the “Guided
Listening™ and “Guided Reading™ by providing

necessary background information.

EEEEN| Guided Listening B

‘Fou will livten o a couple af short audhio clipa. They s repressntabve of haa nathoe
Chinese speakers interact vwith ore another. Do not feed deappodried i yod do ot seem to
urelersband muek of ik sk feeus oncwhat mformabion you can exiract fom e dlaksgue. Yoo
.-'"' ol b b surprbeed

ae 1. What Are Their Family Momes?
Anzwer the fo leawing questions hassd on the audic cip

¥ Whaw are the three men’s family rames? 'Wrie ther daw
in playin
i1

121

123

20 0 wou think thai thess are teir gives saimes, Tamily names

“(Gruided Listening™ consists of authentic or quasi-

authentic audio clips that capture native speakers’

conversations in their daily lives. The clips range from a few seconds to about a minute. Comprehension
questions are provided after each clip. Aiming to develop students’ survival skills in a Chinese language
environment, the audio clips are deliberately kept at slightly above the students’ current proficiency level.
However, the information that students are asked to extract from the clip 1s not beyond their reach. It
is our hope that this type of training can be done consistently to reduce students’ anxiety in unfamiliar
situations and enable them to gather key information from a language sample that they do not fully

ar full names? You can find the answer in ihe Chiness

Culiiie wetion

o [ | (T o

L Yosar Opirdpas Are Velued \
1) Euvies ks B 0RO TYDNT 3 DUSKMTMETS DOMITAATL Aresssr thi QUESIONS based on e COmment
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vhit, R&eTHAEELL, Sltdibtafe £ FLCELBHE, Lih
BEA LERE, RS RAMTRFHLSE. WA, Wk, W40,

understand. This eXercise 1s designed as a guided in-
class activity. The instructor’s involvement is highly

recommended, especially at the beginning stage.

¥ i e
TR 3
.-._‘ -
= a—
= — “Guided Reading” consists of two parts: Part 1
I o e
cormecmen is made up of authentic or quasi-authentic text corpus.

Stmilar to that of the *Guided Listening”, the main goal

15 for students to extract relevant information.
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Part 2 is a short narrative related to the theme of
the lesson. The language level is at or slightly above the
students’ proficiency. However, full comprehension is
entirely possible and expected. Comprehension questions
are provided after each part. Like the “Guided Listening”,

this exercise also requires the instructor’s involvement.
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The integrated task(s) serves as the recap, review
and informal (or formal) assessment of the lesson. If the

task 1s performed successfully, the teaching objectives

(1.e. functions) will be achieved.
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Pronunciation is emphasized throughout the first year.
Pronunciation and pinvin exercises are provided through
Volume I. Starting from Lesson 3, classical poem recitation
will be added. In Volume II, classical poem recitation and
pinvin reading of common Chinese proverbs and 1dioms

will replace pronunciation exercises.
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Characters remain the biggest challenge
in learning Chinese. By providing small-scale

systematic instruction, we hope that the task will be

more manageable.
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adjective xingréngci
adv. adverb &) 73] fuci
aux. auxiliary verb Bl #h 13 zhudongci
conj. conjunction % 74] lidnci
dem. pron. demonstrative pronoun 38 T AX 74 zhishi daici
int. pron. interrogative pronoun £ 7] 4%, 14] yiwen ddicl
intj. interjection wl_74] tanci
n.w. measure word <7 14 liangci
. noun FAL mingci
num. numeral £119] shuci
par. particle B 14] zhuci
p.n. proper noun + A 414 zhudnydu mingei
prep. preposition 41~14] jiec
pron. pronoun 4%, 78] daici
g. quantifier 14 shuliangci
suf. suffix )= houzhui
LW, time word B 8] 14 shijianci
V. verb %] 18] dongci
ve. verb-complement AN 25 A dong-bu jiegou
vo.’ verb-object FHELEMH dong-bin jiegou

* The “vo.” classification in this book does not differentiate segregated words from verbal phrases, both of which

are composed of a verb and an object, and can be expanded by inserting other elements between the verb and the

https://www.purpleculture.net
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Female, 18, grew up in Beijing, China, just arrived
in the U.S. to attend college. She wants to study

business or accounting.

Wang Fang ;o
¥ 5 po L e e
Wane F ;1 Male, 22, just finished college in Taipei, China, came 75,4 Mingzhong
ang Fan
L— — _g_ N _‘_gJ y : to the U.S. for a master’s degree in engineering. K B
| Zhang Mingzhong

Female, 21, American, majors in Chinese. Before
attending college, she spent one month in China in a
summer program and fell in love with Chinese. She

plans to study in China. She is Li Dawei’s classmate.

Bai Aiwén o
g £ | Male, 20, American, grew up in NYC, America,
! :
Bai Aiwen ; '1 loves Chinese culture and often goes to Li Dawei
(Irene Becker) / | Chinatown. He majors in international F K 1
cT T T T T . " relations and is studying Chinese. Li [}‘Jawm
' (David Lee)

N EEEE  EES  EEE S EE O EEE  EEE S EEE O EEE S EEE EEE S EaE EEE EEE N SEE  EEE S B B S EEE  EEE  EEE S EaE B EaE O EaE O EaE  Eaa O aam  Eas  Eas e m

Female, 18, 2nd generation ABC. Her parents want her to study

either business or medicine, but she herself is interested in

psychology. She is Wang Fang’s roommate and good friend.

Gado Meishéng
5 £4
(ao Meisheng

e e e e e e e e e
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part of the answers.
: In this chapter you will learn

Scan the QR code for audio
recordings, audio text and

- Grasping the basic concept of tones

» Recognizing and pronouncing the pinyin alphabet

« Pronouncing single syllables 50% of the time correctly
Learning Objectives _ _ ,
- Spelling out single syllables 30% of the time correctly

« Having a basic knowledge of how Chinese characters are written

- Saying numbers 1-10

Introduction Mandarin and the Chinese Dialects

« The Chinese Syllable
« Tones
- Simple Finals

« Initials
Chinese Phonetics and the

Pinyin System

« Compound Finals

« Nasal Finals

« Pinyin Spelling Rules
« Tone Mark Rules

» Tone Sandhi

« The formation of Chinese characters
« Radicals

Chinese Characters « Basic structruse of the characters

« Strokes and stroke order

« Character and radical writing exercises

» Numbers [-10
« Numbers 11-100

Numbers

Chinese Culture Numbers in Chinese Culture
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— | wEERRESE

| Mandarin and the Chinese Dialects .

ano =

Chinese ({{i& Hanyl) is the language spoken by more than 1.4 billion of the world’s
population. However, this umbrella term represents hundreds of regional dialects, which, although
share the same writing system, can be mutually unintelligible when spoken. There are eight major
Chinese dialects: Northern, Wu (Jiangsu Province and Zhejiang Province), Xiang (Hunan Province),
Gan (Jiangxi Province), Northern Min (Northern Fujian Province), Southern Min (Southern
Fujian Province and Taiwan Province), Kejia (Hakka, Guangdong Province and Guangxi Zhuang
Autonomous Region) and Yue (Cantonese, Guangdong Province). An attempt to establish a standard
pronunciation based on the major dialects began in the 18th century. However, 1t did not show real
results until the 1900s.

Today Mandarin is the official language of the People’s Republic of China (%8 1F
putdnghud, common speech) and Taiwan Province ( “EiE” gudyl, “national language”). It
is one of the four official languages in Singapore (£8{& Hudyt, Chinese language). It is adopted by
the United Nations as one of the working languages. The pronunciation of Mandarin is based on the
Beijing dialect. The vocabulary 1s derived chiefly from the diverse dialects of northern, central and
southwestern China. The grammar is standardized according to modern vernacular literary works. In
this book, what you will learn is Mandarin.

E 3hE e gk £-EASE | Chinese Phonetics and the Pinyin System

To transcribe the pronunciation of Mandarin, various romanization systems have been developed
since the mid-19th century. The one used in Mainland China and in most Western publications about
China is pinyin (literally “spell the sounds™). The United Nations and the International Organization for
Standardization (1SO) both recognize pinyin as the standard romanization for Mandarin.

The pinyin system uses 25 of the 26 letters in the Latin alphabet (plus the letter (i) to represent the
sounds of Mandarin. Many of the letters are pronounced similarly as they are in English, but not all of
them. The key to good pronunciation is to listen closely to the audio and your teacher, and then imitate.

You will have plenty of opportunities to practice during the course of this lesson and beyond.

https://www.purpleculture.net


http://www.purpleculture.net

AN )
Introduction

1. The Chinese Syllable

A Chinese syllable typically consists of three components: initial, final and tone. A Chinese syllable can
do without an initial, but not without a final. Except for “r”, *n” and “ng”—the latter two can be attached to a

vowel as a nasal ending—Chinese consonants never appear after a vowel. That is why they are called initials.

: The Structure of a Chinese Syllable

Tone ._.__

Initial (consonant) ---=---._ _---=~~--Final (vowel)

) 2. Tones

Chinese 1s a tonal language. Each syllable typically can be pronounced in four different tones (level of

pitch and contour of pronunciation). Thus the same syllable can potentially have four difterent meanings, each

associated with a given tone. For example:

ba (eight) ba (to pull) bd (target)

)

ma (mother) ma (hemp) md (horse) ma (to scold)

The four basic tones in Chinese are labeled the first, second, third and fourth tone respectively. The pitch

and contour of pronunciation of each tone is illustrated as below:

One’s Natural Comfortable Voice Range
e / 3 4 Mid-high
: 3 Middle  {—
2 ; 2 Mid-low
| Low _

I I
| st tone (3-3 2nd tone (3-3) 3rd tone (2-1-4) dth tone (5-1)

Pitch Contours of Mandarin Tones

https://www.purpleculture.net n
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The key word for the first tone is level. Pitch is individual and relative—person A’s high pitch may be
person B’s mid-high, but level is universal. The first tone is the only tone that can be prolonged indefinitely. It
you can hold your first tone for ten seconds, you are saying it right.

The contour of the second tone resembles that of a question. Think of how you say “Yes?” and use the
same pitch change for the second tone.

The key word for the third tone is low. Comparing its starting pitch with that of the second tone, you’ll
notice that it is one pitch lower. Really sink the starting point, and you are on your way. The rising part is easy.

The fourth tone may sound unpleasant at first. It does resemble the contour of an angry “No!” However,
with enough practice you’ll learn how to slide down the pitch contour softly and pleasantly. But do let the pitch
drop!

The importance of the tones cannot be overemphasized. At the beginning stage, when you practice saying
syllables, always say them in all four tones so you can get a feel of the difference among them. Devoting some

time and energy to mastering the tones will pay off. It is more attainable than you think.

() Say the following syllables in all four tones. Listen and imitate the pronunciation on the audio.

3. Simple Finals

There are six simple finals. They are the building blocks of the compound finals.

SIMPLE FINALS

o o e i u i

a Like *ah™, mouth fully open and rounded.
0 Like “aw™ in *“waw”, mouth no longer fully open but still rounded.

Like “uh”, lips spread as if you are smiling. There should be a gap between your
e upper and lower teeth.
i Like *“ee” in “bee”, lips spread wide, teeth touching.
u Like “00” in “boo”, mouth completely closed but lips rounded.
u No English equivalent. You start by saying “i—ee”, then quickly slide to “o0”.

It is crucial that your mouth form the described shape when pronouncing these sounds, or they will not

come out right.

1) BEGadl-P Say the simple finals in all four tones. Listen and imitate the pronunciation on the audio.

. https://www.purpleculture.net
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4. Initials

There are 21 initials. The following chart summarizes their places and features of articulation. To make
them pronounceable, each initial has a “built-in™ vowel attached. But you do not write the vowel unless the
initial stands alone as a syllable. This chart should be memorized with the initials in the order they are presented.
These initials are very selective about the finals with which they can be combined. The last column to the right

lists all the possible finals for each row of initials.

INITIALS
No. Place of articulation Unaspirated | Aspirated | Nasal Fricative Voiced | Possible final selection
1 |labial (lips) b (o) p (o) m(o) f(o) a,0,e{m),i(b p m)u
Iveolar (t tip behind o
2 3;;; ?;;E;i;p o d (e) t{e) n(e) | (&) a, e i,u dinl)
3 | velar (back of tongue raised) g(e) k(&) h(e) a, e u

palatal (lips spread, teeth
4 | clenched, air squeezed out j(i) q (i) % (1) i, U
from sides)

dental sibilant (tongue against

5 | bottom front teeth, air squeezed z (i) c (i) s (i) a, e, u
out between clenched teeth)
6 ;Zr:;ﬂl?ai‘ftmgm b zh (i) ch (i) sh (i) r (i) a(zh ch sh). e, u

The vowel “o0” can only occur with the first row of initials, and its pronunciation 1s actually “uo”. However,
the “u” is unstressed and pronounced very lightly.

The first three rows resemble more or less their English equivalents in pronunciation. The one noticeable
difference 1s that the English “b, d, g™ are voiced (vocal cords vibrate) while the Chinese ones are voiceless.
Consequently, the Chinese *b, d, g” sound like hard “p, t, k™

b like “p™ in “speed”

d like “t” in “stay”

g like “k” 1n “sky”

It 1s also necessary to make a distinction between unaspirated (1st column) and aspirated (2nd column)
sounds. If you put your hand close to your mouth and say the pair, you should feel a puff of air on your hand

when you say the aspirated sound. Say the following pairs and feel the difference:

https://www.purpleculture.net .
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(D) Say the following syllables in the first tone. Listen and imitate the pronunciation on the audio.

F= == == === ====== T m!

: ba bi bu bo : pa pi  pu po ma mi mu mo me :

: fa fu fo da di du de ta i tu  te :

- na ni nu  ne ni : la i u le i gu ge ga |

: ka ku ke . ha hu he :
|

Rows 4, 5 and 6 contain some of the most challenging sounds for English speakers. A big part of the
challenge comes from the fact that many of them do not have an English equivalent. The hint suggested below (if
there is one at all) 1s approximate at best. Listening to the audio and your teacher is your best way to learn them.

There is no English equivalent to the three consonants “j, g, x”. When pronouncing them, you should
clench your teeth; your tongue lays flat, without touching the front teeth. Let out the air from the corners of your
lips instead of the middle.

z like “*ds™ in “roads™
C like “ts™ 1n “cats”

g like “*s™ 1n “snack”™
zh like “jer” in “jersey”™
ch like “ch™ in “church”
sh like “sh™ in “shirt”

r like “r” in “row”

The “I” in the last two rows loses its “ee” sound. It merely represents a continuation of the preceding
initial. We call it the silent |,

L) Say the following syllables in the first tone. Listen and imitate the pronunciation on the audio.

I
: Ji ju Coqi qu Xl XU :
: Zi za ze Zu : Ci ca ce cu Si sa se su :
. zhi  zha zhe zhu : chi cha che chu shi sha she shu |
: ri re ru : :
T LT TR L S L S S LNy S L SN I S . W S J

5. Compound Finals
A compound final 1s formed by putting two or more simple finals together. To pronounce it, you start with

the first final and then glide into the next one without stopping.

H https://www.purpleculture.net
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COMPOUND FINALS

I ai el ao ou

2 | ig iao 1= iou Ciu)
3 | ud uo uai uei (ui)
4 | Ue

5 | er

A compound final can alter the pronunciation of its main vowel (a, o, e). For instance, “ei” is pronounced

UL

like “a” in April, and “ie” is like “ye” in “yes”.

() Say the following syllables in the first tone. Listen and imitate the pronunciation on the audio.

gai : gei gao gou :
jid : jico jie Jjiu |
zhua : zhuo zhuai zhui :
que : :

6. Nasal Finals
A nasal final 1s formed by attaching one of the nasal endings *-n” or “-ng” after a simple or compound

vowel.
NASAL FINALS
Frontnasal | an en ian in uan uen (un)  Uan tien (Un)
Back nasal ang eng iang ing udng  ueng jong  ong

Like compound finals, a nasal final can also alter the pronunciation of its main vowel. Here “ian™ is

pronounced “ien”.

1) BAGE{B Say the following syllables in the first tone. Listen and imitate the pronunciation on the audjo.
Pay attention to the contrast between the front and back nasals.

: san sen sang seng song :
: jian jin jiang jing jiong :
. zhuan zhun zhuang zheng |
: quan qun (u =) :

https://www.purpleculture.net .
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7. Pinyin Spelling Rules

( 1) i,u, U without an initial consonant

| =y ya  ye yao you yan  yang yong
[tﬁ' means nﬂl_l_____ ¢+i—y+i yi yin ying
i f u—w wa  wo  wai wan  wei wen wang weng
- $d+u—w+u wu
U u— yu yue yuan yun

( 2) iou. uel, uen with an initial consonant

iou— iu e.g. liu
uei — ui e.g. tui

wen — un  e.g. dun

(3) jyg.x+i—ju, qu, xu
As “u™ and “U" are mutually exclusive with regard to the groups of consonants they are paired with
(“0” can only be combined with “j, g, x”), the umlaut (two dots) on “ii” is usually dropped (ju, qu, xu,
juan, quan, xuan). The only exceptions are with “|” and “n”. Since these two consonants can take both “u”
and “(", the umlaut must be presented to differentiate them.

(4 ) Syllable-dividing mark
When the second syllable in a two-syllable word begins with a vowel, an apostrophe is placed

between them: xidn — x1’°an, or the word could be misread as “xian”.

8. Tone Mark Rules

* The tone mark always goes on a vowel.
* [ the final 1s a compound, the tone mark goes on the main vowel, in the order of “a, o, e”.
* If the compound final is composed of “|” and “u/ii”, the tone mark goes on the second vowel.

* Drop the dot on “i” when a tone mark is placed there.

d[adld= Your teacher will dictate numbers 1-10 in Chinese. Try to spell them out with correct spelling

and tone.

= e e e ey e e e e e e e | _______________ | _______ |

| |
I I

| | | |

| |

. P N R e y

9. Tone Sandhi
(1) Neutral tone

In addition to the four basic tones introduced above, in spoken Chinese, there is also something called

H https://www.purpleculture.net
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Pinyin Syllable Chart

- i a & & ai ®i (S]] ol an BN ang  eny & | i e o W M in iang  ing u ui U Ui ul uan  un uorgg  weng ang b Ue dan dn o iang
nitia| -

b ba bai | bei boo Ban ben  bong  beng b hie oo hion  bin bng  bu

P pa poi  pei poo  pou pOn pERN pang  peng pi pie  phoo pian pin ping  pu E

m ma me mol mel  meo mod man Men  mang meng mil mie rmeso mid mian min i nog N

f fa Fei fou fan  Fen fang feng fui b=

d o e dai oel doo dow dan den dang deng di dio die doo dio dian ding  du dhuc dui  dwon g handy N

k to te toi | tei too | tou fon tang  feng ti tim e tion ting  ftu i fui | tean fun barg

n e ez rai omEl nao NOW O nER Nang nang ni nig migz niv nion nin neang ning oo nug MiLean nong  ndo e N

| Ia l= lai | lei loo | bow lon lang  leng i B e llioo  bu Bon lin llang ling  lu lug luan  lun leng o lue v

q oo o gai gel goe gou gan gen  gang  geng QU Qud  gud guai | gui gesn e guang Qo B

k ke ke ki ke koo kow  kan ken kong | keng ku  kua  kuo kuai kui kuan kun kuang kg =]

h bz biai | beei hoo bow Bon hen hang | heng b huo huo hugi o hai o ben buong hianag

i i jim = jioo  juw jiom jin jiang  jing ju ju= juon |u_r| jiang

q gl gio gle gooe gu oglan gin giang Qg qu  QuUe Quan n:m:ung

] ®i o owio whe ®ioo  xiu mion xin xiang ®ing HU HLE mun;ainng

zh shi  zha zhe ghai ghei rhao  ghou  fhan  ghen hang sheng #hu rhua rhue ghuai shui ghesn zhun ghuong 2l N

ch chi | ¢ha che chaoi choo  chou  chon chean chang chang chu chwa chiss chuni choi chean chun cheng chang

sh ghi sho she shoi | shei shoo  shou shon shen shaong sheng shu shwa shus shuoi shui shwean shun sheong B

r ri | FBO MU RN rEn rang  reng [ TI (T TR T rul | ruon run rong -]

® 2 20 28 2a0i 2w\ POO BOW BOR 2AN BOM  Bend 2L oLt B 2udn 2un 2041 N

& i e G R GO0 eOu COR ORN COBG CeRg e il Gl Cudn  cun 1 -]

5 S 50 ] 08 500 SOU SO0 SEN SOng SAng 5U suQ Sui o Suan sun =Y W

o a @ & aoi 8 oo ou On En Ong B & W WO WE YO0 WU YOR Win yang wing WAl wo wo Wil wEl won WS WORg  wani WU U wnn;wng

* The tatal number of possible sound combinations in Mandarin is a litile over 400, The exact numbser has been debated, The char wsed in this book inchedes 405, which is most commonly acceped,
https://www.purpleculture.net
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neutral tone. The neutral tone resembles a very short and soft sliding tone. A syllable with the neutral
tone is unstressed and brief, without any tone mark. A neutral tone typically occurs on the second
syllable of a word with two 1dentical syllables, e.g. “baba, mdma, jiejie”; or a noun ended with
“zi”, e.g. “zhudzi, yizi, kudizi”. There are numerous other situations where a neutral tone can occur.

Learn them as they come.

1) WEGlai(«P Say the following words. Listen and imitate the pronunciation on the audio.

geége didi yeye nainai

|

| %

. hézi kuzi qunzi i zi
|

|

(2) 3rd tone sandhi

@ Half 3rd tone

Unless the 3rd tone comes at the ending position or stands alone, it is never pronounced as a full 3rd tone.
When it is followed by tone 1, 2, 4 and most neutral, the rising part of the tone becomes flat or stops at the low

pitch point as it is just about to rise. Listen to the audio and your teacher to get a feel of how it sounds.

(D) Say the following words. Listen and imitate the pronunciation on the audio.

ni ting ye |di zhishi VizZi

@ Two or more 3rd tones in succession
When two 3rd tones occur together, the first one is pronounced as 2nd tone, e.g. “ni hdo— ni hdo”. The
tone mark 1s not changed. When three or more 3rd tones occur in succession, you can either go 2—2—3 or

3 — 2 — 3, whichever you find easier to pronounce.

) PG« Say the following words. Listen and imitate the pronunciation on the audio.

wo hen hao
hén hdo — hén hGo  bidoydn — bidoydn wd hén hdo

wo hén hdo

ye hen yudn
zhishi — zhish kékdu — kékdu  y& hén yudn %
ye hén yudn
you lidng didn
jidnshdo — jianshdo yeé you — ye you you licing didin %
you lidng didn
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E e I Pinyin Exercises .

1. Initial Discrimination (Practice saying the following.)

D b,p,mfvs.dtn,l

(1) ba/pa/da mi / ni/li pd / bé / tud
(2) ma/fa/ng odii / déi / tai bié / pié / tié
(3) pido/ tido/ liGo ban / pan / ndn méng / fang / tdng

® g.kh
(1) gé/ké/hé gu/ ku/ hu gdu / kéu / hdu
(2) guo/kuo/huo gun / ktn / hlin gud / kud / hud

® jax
(1)ji/qilxi jia/ qia / xia jido / gido / xiGo

(2) jid/qia/ xid jian / gidn / xidn jiang / giang / xidng

® zcs

(1) za/ca/sa ze/cé/sé zong / cong / sdng

(2) zéng/céng/séng zi / ci/ si zU /cu/ su

@ Z,C,SVS. |,Q,X

(1) zl/ji/si ctin / xdn / suf sén / xian / zan

(2) guan/ xuan / sudn jan / z0n / sdn zGn / can / gidn
(@ zh.ch sh,r

(1) zhi/chi/shi ri / chti / sha chdn / shan / rén

(2) zhéng/ cheng/ shéng zhdi / chai / shai shui / chuf / rui

© z.c s vs. zh, ch, sh

(1) ci/chi/zi zhé / z& / she zhdi / cdi / chdi

(2) song/ cong/ chong séu / chou / zéu sui/ zui/ zhui

https://www.purpleculture.net
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@ j.q.xvs. zh,ch,shvs. z,¢c,s
(1) qi/chi/ci
(2) chou/ xiu/ cou
(

3 ) shéng/séng/ xidng

2. Final Discrimination

@ Simple Finals
(1) pa/po/pu
(2) ka/ke/ku

(3)cel/ci/cu

(® Compound Finals
(1) pén/pan/ pian
(2 ) bdi/be&i/bie
(3) jién/judn/jin
(4) qudn/qgun/ qidng

3. Disyllabic Words

(1) chdntidn/ glma/ xIngqT
xinli / géql / shénging
(2) quén jia/ qitd / yudnyin

lid xié / gidnjing / chu cdo

(3 ) guxiang / guang jié / tan gin

shangwt / cesud / ziji

cu / xu / shu
gién / chan / can

julzelzha

ha/ hé/ hi
zhé / zhi / zh(

nd/ nd/ nd

zhou / jiu / zud
zudn / ztn / judn
cui/ que/ cuod

jilo / jit / jidng

AN )
Introduction

sdo / shdo / xido
jiong / zédng / zhdng

jido / chdo / sdo

le /10 /I
de/di/du

re/ri/ru

sou / sud / sdo
chin / chong / chéng
yuan / wan / wen

rao/ ruo / rou

Zhdngguo / chl meén / suiran

gongke / zhoumo / jihui

yo

uja / chafang / lid xue

cheéngshi/ gianxian / fawu

tebié / doumido / fuza

xiangmu / zuijin / dianshi

{» 4. Tones (Mark the tones based on what the instructor reads to you.)

( 1) da di (to take a taxi)
(3 ) putong (ordinary)
(5) jita (guitar)

(7 ) silu (train of thought)
(9) lishi (lawyer)

(11 ) niunai (milk)

(
(

https://www.purpleculture.net

(2) heliu (river)

(4) Guge (Google)

(6 ) pifa (wholesale)

(8 ) tixian (to display)

10 ) Xi Hu (the West Lake)

12 ) mi lu (to get lost)
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H. Dictation

¥ @) Finals and tones (Write down the finals and tones based on what the instructor reads to you,)

(1)b c * (2)q i a
(d)y C *

&xample \

sh

d (6)] S

guanggan

(7)m ’ r (8)f g

() @ Initials and tones (Write down the initials and tones based on what the instructor reads to you.)

(1)___ ang
Example \
(3) ian
(5) ue
tico wu
(7) el

https://www.purpleculture.net
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6. Tone Sandhi

@ Neutral tone (Read the following.)

baba (dad) mama (mom) gége (elder brother)
ji&jie (elder sister) didi (younger brother) meimei (vounger sister)
shéozi (spoon) yizi (chair) qiézi (eggplant)

wo de (mine) hdo ma (OK?) keqi (polite)

@ 3rd tone sandhi

|GoshU (mouse) zongtong (president) mein (pretty woman)
pin jill (to taste the wine) mifén (rice noodles) xUké (to permit)
sheng shui (to save water) xigioniao (little bird) bici (each other)

ni hdo (hello) xi z@o (to shower) bidoydn (to perform)

(b @ Half 3rd tone (Repeat after the audio or your teacher.)

falt (law) pdo bu (to jog) yIgidn (before)
ging jin (please come in) wdnshang (evening) |GoshT (teacher)
ni’ér (daughter) didin cai (to order food) gl chudng (to get up)

zhdo rén (to look for a person)

https://www.purpleculture.net .
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I Chinese Characters .

Chinese 1s written in largely square-shaped symbols known as characters. Although each character

typically stands for one syllable, these characters represent meaning rather than sounds. While the sounds
a human mouth can produce are limited, the meaning people can express is infinite. Consequently, the total
number of Chinese characters is large. The authoritative Kangxi Dictionary ( { FREEZZE4. ) ), compiled in
1710s, records more than 47,000 characters! However, most of them are rare characters accumulated through
history and are not in active circulation. In reality, a Chinese person 1s considered literate with knowing
2,000-3,000 characters. Admittedly, that is still a formidable task, but not impossible if you know the native
speakers’ “tricks”. And you will discover them in the course of your study.

There are two sets of characters used by native Chinese speakers at present: the traditional or complex
form, known as fdntizi (2{£5), and the simplified form, known as jidnt/zi ({§/{%3F). The latter was officially
established in the mid-1950s in the People’s Republic of China as an effort to boost literacy and to standardize
forms of characters to eliminate many variants. Not all characters are simplified. The list of simplified
characters has a total of 2,236 (or 2,235) characters, 1,116 of which are frequently-used characters. Most of
the simplified forms were chosen from existing nonstandard variants; about 20% were newly created. The
simplified form is used in Mainland China and Singapore. It is adopted by the United Nations as one of the
working languages. The traditional form 1s used in Taiwan Province, Hong Kong SAR and many overseas
Chinese communities.

There 1s a well-known myth that Chinese characters are little pictures. There i1s some truth to it. A small
percentage of the characters were originally pictures that depicted objects, as illustrated in the character

evolution chart below:

Font Archaic Form

Oracle bone script (BE%) | W | 1 @ | M )

Bronze script ( 473 ) :1‘, % 9 L ¥ -E
Seal script ( %3 ) I\ %\ e f { ¥ ‘?
Clerical script ( 4 ) ﬂ{, E\ Y oK i -ﬁ
Regular seript (#5) ) S H %X * A

The character categorization used today was summed up by a famous linguist from the Eastern Han
Dynasty (25-220 A.D.), Xu Shen. In his Shuo Wen Jie Zi ( { 1% &2 ) ), Xu divided the characters into six

categories based on their forms:

xiangxing ( %7 ) Pictographic, representing the real object H A A

zhishi (& ) Indicative, bearing an indicative sign E F @

Associative, combining meanings of two or more pictographic |tk
components

. https://www.purpleculture.net
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, ] o Pictophonetic, one part (radical) suggesting meaning and the .
xingshéng (27 ) other part suggesting pronunciation 5 eIk
zhudinzht ( F5ix ) Transformed cognates, one character in different forms = #

jidjie ( BE) Phonetic loan, borrowed characters for a new meaning g &

Of the siX categories, pictophonetic compounds are by far the most common (82%). Since the radical
of the character suggests meaning, knowing the radicals obviously helps the process of learning characters.
Furthermore, Chinese dictionaries use radicals (and stroke order) as an index for character search. It is necessary
Is. (See

Appendix 1 for a complete list.) There is no need to memorize all of them at once. Learning the radical along

to know the radical if you want to look up a character. The Kangxi Dictionary lists 214 common radica

with the character is a fast and easy way to achieve this goal. Let’s look at some common radicals:

SAMPLE COMMON RADICALS

Character | Radical Name English Sample Characters
A 1 ddnrénpang person 1% (ni, you) f (td, he, him)
- 4 nizipdng woman % (md, mom) 48 (jié, elder sister)
R S ylzitou rain % (l&i, thunder) E (wu, fog)
2 i rizipdng sun 4 (ming, bright) | #E (zud, yesterday)
A 3 rouyuépang moon; flesh| A1 (péng. friend) |2 (tui, leg)
X ¥ /o hudzipdng/sidiandi | fire % (shdo, toburn) |4k (re, hot)
7 ; sandianshul water T (hé, river) %1 (tdng, soup)
7] i Sochy knife & (pf, to chop) 7] (ke, to carve)
| liddo (pang)
= ¥ kouzipdng mouth "2, (chi, to eat) "5 (hé, to drink)
-3 i zUzipang foot #, (pdo, to run) Bt (tido, to jump)
A # muzipdng tree #: (sdng, pine) # (lin, woods)
¥ E tishdupéng hand 41 (dé, to hit) (i, to lift)
3 xTnzidi
3 heart . (xidng, to think) | = (mdng, busy)
| shuxin (pang)
- » bdogai roof % (jid, home) & (s, to spend the night)
7 i zouzhi to walk it (guo, topass) |i# (ddo, road)

We can see from the table above that some radicals double up as independent characters and use the same
forms for both status; some change forms when serving as radicals; some are radicals only. Typically, the radical
is the left part of the character, but it can also go on top, bottom, right, or outside. The following table illustrates
the different ways a Chinese character may be structured. It is not necessary to memorize their description, but

you should familiarize yourself with the composition. It will help you place each component of the character

correctly in the square.
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BASIC STRUCTURES OF THE CHARACTERS

Character Structures Description Example Characters
Left to right ¥ A
Above to below o 7
Left to middle and right ¥
o Above to middle and below z &
Full surround 1 I E
Surround from above =] F]
Surround from below A
Surround from left E E
Surround from upper left m A
Surround from upper right )
Surround from lower left AT AL
Overlaid 4 K
Circle the radicals in the following characters.
&%\ ............ ﬁh ........... ; é ............. % ............ % .Jli ............. ﬁ .......

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Characters are composed of strokes. Knowledge of the basic strokes is essential not only for drawing
“right-looking™ characters, but also for counting the strokes correctly so you can find the character in a Chinese
dictionary. According to Xinhua Xiezi Zidian ( { Fi1ESFFH ), 2001), there are 31 different strokes, six of

which are considered basic strokes in the same manner. They are:

BASIC STROKES OF THE CHARACTER COMPOSITION

héng shu pie dian na ti
the horizontal the vertical the left falling the dot the right falling the rising

https://www.purpleculture.net
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These basic strokes are the building blocks of the more complex derivations (See Appendix 2 for a

complete list of strokes). Three most commonly-used derivations are illustrated below:

shugou hengzhe shuzheé
the vertical hook the horizontal turning the vertical turning

-7 —

i ad [ Write the basic strokes as illustrated above.

The strokes are put together in a prescribed order, which is intended to facilitate speed, fluidity, and
accuracy in composition. When you practice, you should follow the correct stroke order. To help you master
it, the character practice sheets in the workbook provide stroke-by-stroke illustrations. The basic rules are as

follows:;

BASIC RULES OF STROKE ORDER

1 Left before right 4=+ F — 4F
2 Top before bottom + + 08— &
3 Horizontal before vertical — 4 | T
4 Center before sides J 4 v—> ]
2 Left falling before right falling S — AL
6 Frame before inside J1+&— 3
7 Inside before bottom closing E + ——

https://www.purpleculture.net .
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Act: Beginning Chinese (Volume I) Textbook

ST Tai (4 Write the following characters according to the stroke order rules.

i . ¥ . . . » = H . . » .
L} --. L} L} L] -
1 LY 1 L:
- ol o
...... gl O Y SURORU N | ERRROR OIS, RN RUT O | SEOROR UL i COSROREE U | ERS RO g = N ORU | o
. .
' ' ' ' . 5 ' ' '
. . » . - ' e - . . 1
i i K - . i Ly " i i - - i - - i i
L " -7 T s e Y -
- - . - - o - -
it maimiaae T TEREE IR E s tiaa
- - oL K . AT K . E . e T . A e
0 i . . 0 . . . 0 - i - . 0 - . 0 0
. . . - - . s ™ . 1 .
f ' ' N ' ' '
¥ . : .
o - - ofe o .
................. iyl o5 ERORGE NN SUSUN | RDRORURIC o CONTUSUR U | SRS s Camn e L e ]
. ] .
T ' . 5 ' ' '
. . . . - . . - . . 1
Y ¥ Kl - Y L3 . ¥ bl i L - Y LY L ¥ W
. K Lo . K CR - = . ® - . T L -

L = v i 1 - = 'l i d e - - = ¥ W ' - - 1 i J -

I A A

- - - - .'\. - r - - -
' . & ' ' '
-'. .'\. " x ]
..... b e L e R e e cn gy VR | SO L (SRS S | SRS B e e S Ly o
P v 2 . iy
" - ] - ' .
0 T ' ' ] ' ' '
- - . - . - ' “ ' - . %
b | b -
E— — J—
i i ~ - i ¥ ~ - i .'\. ' - - i ~ - i i
. T ) - . K CO 5 = .. = S Y = L - =

||"|-ﬂlll ke a TR E N R s TR N AR s iy TEERN S AN R AR ] varr e rmad e e rana i Prmr i [ maa R EEE SR EERT] WCINCN T o AR W

i z i E 3 1 - - E 5 TR Y E 3 (I - 3 2t 1 L Y
. L 5 i W a 3 . El . 2§ o L - : - LR - = ¥ § 0 El . 2" roy o

- - - e - " r - - B -
. ' ' a ' ' '
- - x Lo
..... - - .- - s e e R e e g e B R o UM S e B OSSN | o e Ly RIE e o e e
] ) F 2 . : Finy] 2
% F s - . Ea ' . TR
' . ] ' ' '
) - u - . - “ ' - . %
i i ) - i r ~ - i B i - - i ~ e i i
% E Lo . E T - = ] ] L F . - O . -

vor el e [ B [ P i m e

T O R O o O rrmr i e e fmaan NEREE LSRR RE] EEE
.'\. o o .- [ .. .. -'. 1 .. .. .'\. .- .. .- L] .'\. .. -. P | .. .. .. -'. 1 .. .. 1 .'\.
. P ~ oy 5 - . P - . . . o - . P P - .
' ' P x| o ' a . ' K ' - . ' P . ' '
- - . - - i - . - ~ P
' " ' ' ' ' '
- -'\. - " - '-'-
...... [ AR . S = SRR PRl e SRR IR < LA SR e A L - A | R S = M . T
- k. i - i P i
~ F - - ~ L S
v ' ' - N ; ' ' P ' '
~ - - - . . - . - - . ~
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. H o[ - H BB = H BB H s B H 1 v
. ] - b - . ] - . " - ] . - ] - b . . ] - - "
s ] E . - - v . - " ' ] . . . . r
. o 5 S0 e - o S0 A 0 - o = S~ 0 = o
nir i ix v - i " B
i vrrrfarraarEarrr s frmrrreErrmarrflarrmaa@rarrrafrrarrrErrraa o fmrrrmaErnarrnfrrmarr it
Pt 5 5 it e i'ah
i . . [ f . . . i . .
L - - 1 Ll x 1 - - ] . 1 . " -
. . v . - i ' . i . - ] . i - r .
- - o - - i - . i - g = - i - o -
E L ¥ -
" R ] .
T
ala
e T T
s T
. S T
. . ! =
' = . r - L - . - ' .
- e - = = - - - - & -
"
e B e e T T R T -
i i Ei
v . TR Y
- . & = . L y . ) 3 o u .
¥ = E . p . X 5 v ' . s ™
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E XFER3) | Character Exercises .

1. Radicals

Use the following chart as a reference to identify under which radical each character below 1s

categorized.

I

B5FE A & Rl K|k | 2 || 2 K F|v |7 |2
WE| 4 | 4 | = 8 | A e i AN = | g | 4 3

+C_;,."'i} —

-

Legy () 2.0 () 4R ()
4.3 () 5% () 6.4 ()
.8 () 8. () 9048 ()
10 ( ) 1. & ( ) 12. 3% ( )
13. 5 ( ) 14, i ( ) 15. 3¢, ( )
16. # ( ) 17. B ( ) 18. % ( )
19. 7] ( ) 20. & ( ) 21. # ( )

2. Stroke Order

Refer to the seven stroKe order rules to practice writing the following characters.

éIJ _____ =5

Zlol] =1

https://www.purpleculture.net
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1. Numbers 1-10
We have learned the numbers 1-10 in pinyin and characters. Now let’s do a quick review.
— = = % A 7o £ AN 7 .
yi er san sl wil li qi bd jit shi
. e e ee® UL NS VAN e e e
! ' ALK K] Wy
© | L.\ | ® eeccccecces,
© 00 00 ¢ 00 ©000 0006606 c0e
2. Numbers 11-100
shiyi : -
— 0+1=11)  °©=n
T ( ) I (2x10=20)
shi’er " arshivi
—  (10+2=12) 1 ©EWY
=t — (20+ 1=21)
shisdn | arahie
= 10+3=13 | Srsnrer
T ( ) - =+=  (20+2=22)
shisi . hisd
rg 10+4=14 . érshisdn
T { ) - =—+=  (20+3=23)
shiwtl |
+ A (10+5=15) | "7
<hilit : (Continue counting using the same formula till you reach 29)
Tov (10+6=16) | ganhi
shiql = (3x10=30)
+  (10+7=17) : .........
shibd ' (Continue counting using the same formula till you reach 99)
—+/\ (10+8=18)
. " yibdi
shijic =5 one hundred
+JL (10+9=19) :

Count the numbers from 1 to 100. First count all the numbers, and then count by odd numbers,

even numbers, fives, tens, etc. till you know them.

https://www.purpleculture.net
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REXILSTE I Chinese Culture .

Numbers in Chinese Culture

Certain numbers are more popular than others in Chinese culture, usually due to how they sound.
Because of the good luck supposedly associated with certain numbers, some people will go to extraordinary
lengths to get these numbers for their phones, vehicle license plates, etc.

As a rule, even numbers are considered more favorable than odd numbers. For instance, the number —
(er, two) usually symbolizes harmony. Hence, at wedding ceremonies, decorations are invariably set out in
pairs: a pair of red candles, a pair of pillows, and couplets of decorations hung on two sides of the hall.

Another lucky number is 55 (liu, six), which conveys its homophonic meaning—doing everything
smoothly. The phrase 5% >% R ( lid llu da shun, superlatively smooth) is an example.

The number < (bd, eight) is considered extremely lucky, because its pronunciation is close to that of A
( fd), which means prosperity and wealth in Chinese. To give an idea of how highly the number 8 is prized, the
opening ceremony of the 2008 Summer Olympics in Beijing began on the eighth of August (2008/08/08), at
precisely 8 minutes and 8 seconds past 8 p.m., local Bei1jing time!

Though even numbers are generally considered luckier than the odd ones, one odd number, 7L (i), nine),
is considered especially fortunate. This is partly owing to the fact that the number 9 has traditionally been
associated with the emperor (the number of rooms in the Forbidden City, 9,999) and partly owing to the fact
that the sound byte for /L is the same as for the word A_ (jiti), which means “long-lasting”.

On the other hand, the even number @ (si, four) i1s considered to be unlucky because it sounds like the
word # (si, to die). Hence, many numerical products skip 4. In East Asia, many buildings do not have the 4th
floor. This 1s comparable to the Western practice of skipping the number 13.

o
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=

| iR ni pron. you (singular, informal)
2 4T hédio adj. good, fine, nice
3 g zdijian v goodbye, to see again
i ds| adv. once more, again
U jian V. to meet, to see
4 {7 nimen pron. you (plural)
i men suf. plural marker for pronouns and people
g # Jf ldoshi . teacher
6 w] jico v to name, to call, to be called
7 f+ 4 shénme int. pron. | what
8 3 F mfngzi n. name, given name
9 xing s surname; to have the family name of, to be
surnamed
10 #x, WO pron. [, me
11 17 7] qingwen v excuse me, may I ask
T qing v please
7] wen V. to ask, to inquire
12 fo nin pron. you (singular, formal)
13 At guixing . your surname
§y gui adj. expensive, honorable, noble
14 p-a shi v to be
15 Wik L har int. pron. | where
16 A rén n. person, people
17 £ Meiguod p.n. America, USA
£ mei adj. beautiful, pretty
quo . country, state, nation
18 "R ne par. marker for contextual questions
19 ¥ H Zhdnggud p.n. China

https://www.purpleculture.net
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¥ zhdng n. center, middle
20 e md par. marker for yes/no questions
21 - b adv. not, no
22 5 xuésheng n. student, pupil
23 f ta pron. he, him
24 #, ye adv. also, too, as well as
25 &) 5 tongxue . fellow student, classmate
26 B 7 A yanjiishéng n. graduate student
i yanjid v to study, to research
27 KFE daxueshéng n. college or university student
X F daxue n. college, university
28 = iuxueshéng n. international student, student studying abroad

. A% Personal names |
| . =k L Daws

Z L p.n.
K da adj.
B weéi

a family name
big, grand, great

great, magnificent,
marvelous

o, 1 - e VTR i e

Zhﬁng Mingzhong

. {'!:;__'. J-:J F

>

7k

gk Zhdng p.n. a family name

B ming adj. obvious, clear,
distinct, bright,
intelligent

https://www.purpleculture.net

i

dng Fang

T

%

e

a family name

Wang p-n.

A

fragrant

i .|'" = : T, it 7T

4. G2 X Bai Aiwén

g Bai p.n. a family name
£ a y to like, to be

fond of, to love
L weén literature
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Countries

[Supplemental Vocabulary *b?ﬁ&*iﬁl}

Eluost

1% ¥ M

Jianada

G PN

I3 2500 DN DK

WY, GS(N16)29565
] s e L e

YTngguod
%E #?.l:,qﬂ":-lljl.l'ﬁ _.E- ‘n* _I
Dégud | ”"""'--;Zﬂf' e
BE | 4

& s i
i ?.‘,. _ '-_Ih
B !
e g i
II | oy
| [ |. .
; a1 4
rrﬁ = L"_\ e x E I".,_
Yidah |~ —
E ;}‘:_%II -’H‘_ .*___?_ -'-""“:E.-_{-:'i ; i S i
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Identify the countries below by their flags and write down their names in Chinese.
‘ _ — I I m g

.+ -
-.-_I

I I ‘
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E Nationalities and places of origin

| Supplemental Vocabulary *I*?Eiiﬁl]

- !

Hdanguoren
HEA

Korean

el

Degudrén
HEEA

German

- 9
Geélunbiyarén
FA LA

Colombian

- 13
Mazhouren
AR A

Massachusettsian

- &

Ribenren
H AA

Japanese

- &

Eludsirén
7 AT A

Russian

- 10

Yinduran
PR

Indian

14

BTnzhourén
- N

Pennsylvanian

-3

Yingguoreén
®EA
British

i

Jidnaddreén
e N

Canadian

- I

Nityuéren
48 24 AL
New Yorker

-15

XTnzéxiren
FFEHA

New Jerseyan

m What do you call people who are from these places?

FOT I

S5l

.

]
* dLH

= i
Iz

- FHATHER

160 00y O

il

"ol =
W R FrEe.L Uy
I ETR. TF ]

1]
. BuE.
HdE®

HER o RS
el T

(<

Getting Acquainted

- 4

Faguoren
= B A

French

— &8
Moxigéren
S HFA

Mexican

- 12
Jidzhouren
B JH A

Californian

- 1&
Dézhouren
&M A

Texan

Shanghai
L

Taibéi
& b

HilE 5. GS(2016)15898

L Eaih AR
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L e

Landiin Balin
I Ak
Bali
A
M. ;mm'm#.}_' T Aﬂ_f'l’i_‘__ i h,"'ﬁ";;-u_ | f“ﬁhlilﬁi'ﬁﬂmﬁﬂ
—— Zhijiagé Dudldndud
Weﬂngehuﬂ ¥ 246 % Boshidun
e i 41
Mazhou
-]
Jitjinshan
18] 40 Nityué (Shi)
Jiczhou > $22y ()
D ] ‘ Nityué (Zhou)
v ey ()
Luoshanji Feichen
7545 B W 3%, 7
Jidzhou Binzhdu
A & &
W -GS0 H;]';“Iu; 3]
Xidsidan
PRI
Dézhou
f&9
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m In Chinese, identify the states these people are from.

Fulankelin Jiékexun Ké&nnidi Huitenf Aidishéng
s 2 ik A %3 W Rid BHR & i &
~ ™, ;< ™ ' ™

4 ™\
A J
Zudzhiya Zhdu  Mdasazhisai Zhou — Ehaié Zhou Yindianna Zhdu Nitiyué Zhdu Xinzéxi Zhdu
L W LpEEE M mZ& M EpEaedy M ary W FFiEGH N

.. vy

\ Y, \ SN SN J

Academic status

il R r ' e

Wang Fang Zhang Mingzhdng Bdi Aiwén Li Daweéi Gado Meishéng
X ¥ O g &X % X fh s EAE

liixuéshéng yanjitdshéng daxuéshéng daxuéshéng ddaxuéshéng
EFE B3 & KFE KFE KF &%

https://www.purpleculture.net
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Identify the following people by their academic status.

graduate student Indian exchange student teacher Chinese exchange student college student
Yindu liuxuéshéng |GoshT yanjilishéng daxuéshéng Zhonggud liuxueshéng
FPE BEAE £ 7 Ui NFE TEH @54

[}] Titles

Lﬁupplemental Vocabulary %h?ﬁ_’%i{i‘]}
~

I.l---

xidojié xidnsheng shifu
AAL ! e )i AF
Miss mister, sir master, skilled worker

You only know these people’s family names. Address each of them with a proper title.

In Chinese, the family name precedes the title, e.g. Wang shifu. This is different from

English and may be different from your native language too.

Zhdng
7K

https://www.purpleculture.net
20



http://www.purpleculture.net
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Getting Acquainted

E == 3 PRINGE Speech Communication Functions

L) General greetings (meeting people) and goodbye

o!
iR A7

Eanguage in Cc:-ntaxt]

™~
Ni hao! r -
O A: 7 4F] ~_ 1 When meeting people for the first time or in a formal setting,
Ni héo! \ 17%4F (ni hao) is generally used as a greeting. However, one
B {;,l, %D!' will not greet one’s family members or close friends with {1
| {:;‘1 at) ‘ ¥F (ni hado). See Chinese Culture section.
Zdijian! 2 Handshake is not as commonly practiced in China as in
A B IL) the West, especially between women or opposite sexes in
it less formal settings. A slight bow or friendly nod is usually
B ﬁ:ﬁl IET sufficient.
: : —
Nimen hao!

A A: {24 ﬁi‘!‘

Zhang ldoshi héo!
B&C: & £UF #F]
(chat)

Zhang ladosht zaijian!

B&C: 7k FIF F NI
Zaijian!
A -ﬁ-,mui

Yad\14% Say “hello” and “goodbye” to your teacher and as many of your classmates as you can.

https://www.purpleculture.net .
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o Asking someone’s name (informal, between children and young adults)

N B ahenme?

N jido shénme mingzi?

1%k 2 42539

Language in Cnntext]
L -

o | ; - /(When meeting people, Chinese tend to ask
N_' jido shenme mf ﬂqz' — the other party’s name first.
A: I 4 BFT L—d
W jigo Li Dawei. NI jiao shenme?
B: & " % k{h, th ™ 249
W0 jiado Wang Fang.
Ar & E OS5,

-Ya (A1 4" B Work with a partner. Find out the family names and full names of these people. Take turns to ask
and answer the questions.

Example:
_ i Ta xing shenme? Ta jido shénme mingzi?
Family Name: Zhang — a:fw 4t #27  Afe ™ 2 4559
: ; - Ta xing Zhang. Ta jido Zhaéng Mingzhong.
Given Name: Mingzhong g g J g g g
B: fte 4 3K, B » 3K B,
Family Name: Tdisén A: 7 A: ?
Given Name: Maike B: : B: .
Family Name: Zhdng A 7 A: ?
Given Name: Zjyi B: ) B:
Family Name: Ydo A: ? A: ?
Given Name: Ming B: . B: .

https://www.purpleculture.net
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Ya\713"» Now get acquainted with your classmates and

iR 4F
Getting Acquainted

find out their names.

L) m Asking someone’s name (formal, between people of different social status or

ages)

+

igwen, nin guixing?

e T Y

[Language In Cnnta:{t]

*Jff':

r

1 Now people also use & 2 #:"£? (Nin
zénme chénghu? How should I address

you?) when asking someone’s name.

r

F

2

Have you noticed the elevated level of
formality? The formal # (nin) is usually
paired up with the formal {4 (guixing).

1
r

3 Among Chinese adults, it is not customary to

offer one’s full name in a casual encounter,

N\
Qingwen, nin guixing? /
AR, 5 R
W& xing Zhang.
E: ﬁ ’&{h {H:in '
Zhding ldoshi h:‘:’m!\
A: 7R T AF!
Ni hdo!
B: 1k 4F |

Ya i\ 4" Imagine that you are at a formal business function. Ask people what their names are, and
address them by their family names and titles to get acquainted.

» 2] Asking about someone’s nationality / place of origin

nar rén?

’ﬁ;-.;%'ﬂs )LA? i

&anguage in C:Dntext]

~

o

Ni shi nar ren?
A AR AARILAY

W& shi Meigudrén. NI ne?
B: & & £EA. 1RAE?

W shi Zhénggudrén.
Ak R OFEA,

.Ya i\ 14" P Work with a partner to identify the nationality

https://www.purpleculture.net
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Act: Beginning Chinese (Volume I) Textbook

LdoshT shi ndr rén?
AR R IL AT
Ldoshi shi Meiguoren.

B: ZJF & EREA,

|Goshi
Z I
shi ndr ren?
A: & R JILAYD
shi
B: A&
Zhang ldoshi
7K & I
shi ndr rén?
A: = "N LAY
shi
B: -3
Bdi Alwén
B8 & L
shi ndr rén?
A: AR JILAY
shi
B: A&
Li Dawei
* X 1%
shi nar ren?
A: R JLALY
shi
B: P

Nimen ldosh

ARAN & U7

https://www.purpleculture.net
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(0 Requesting information with % (ma)

n shi ldoshT ma?

M R om

l Language in CﬂntextJ

Nin shi ldoshT ma?

A: & R ZIT BY
Bu shi, wo shi xuesheng. =
B: . 2, & & FE,
Ta ne? Ta ye shixuésheng ma?
A: (pointing atC) 4 %7 Mt & ¥4 597
Shi, ta shiwo tongxué.
B -:"‘T':g: . %?HE. ﬂ I’Ej #ﬁ

A
i

iR 4
Getting Acquainted

/( 1 A (bu) changes to the 2nd tone
— when followed by the 4th tone.

~

2

_
Chinese does not have a universal

“yes” or “no”. Generally you can
affirm the verb in the question for

*yes”, or negate it for “no”.
—

Y\ P Work with a partner. Take turns to ask and answer questions.

Example:
Wang Fang shi Zhangguérén ma?  Ragi Wéng Fang shi Zhonggudrén.
AL % A FPEA B Wz 32 vEA
Wang Fang shi Méiguéren ma? ; Wang Fang bu shi Meigudren.
A E F & EEA "G? _Q B: £ F & REA,
Bdi Aiwén z
Li Dawe - iligen
i Dawei | college |
B:
2.A: & X 1% g | student ! “
=
Wang Fang | graduate | '
3.A F -‘5; 7 | student ! @ =
R
~ TN
Zhdang Mingzhong " eacher | 1
4.A: 7R A o : | teacher | @) B:

-
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Act: Beginning Chinese (Volume I) Textbook

LY d\14"P® Pick a person from the pictures below and assume his/her academic status for the next few
minutes. Now go to interview three classmates and get two pieces of information from them:

1) his/her name; 2) his/her academic status. Write down the names.

Y d\14AC P Now pair up with a classmate that you did not interview during the previous activity. Exchange the
three names you each interviewed (swap the pieces of paper with the names), and find out from

your new partner the academic status of the people he/she interviewed.

Wang Fang shi liixuéshéng ma?
Example: A: T F X BHEE B

Wdng Fang shi Zhdnggud liixuéshéng.
B £ ¥ & ¥ A

https://www.purpleculture.net
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P | Text: Meeting People .

New semester starts. Wang Fang, Zhang Mingzhong, Bai Aiwen and Li Dawei are at the
first monthly Language Partner Meeting organized by the ESL program. Bai approaches

Zhang, whom she mistakes for a teacher.

Bai: Nin hdo! Nin shi Zhéngguérén ma?
5: & 4 B & FEA Y

Zhang: Shi. NT shi ndr rén?
s &, IR AEILAY
Bal: W& shi Méigudrén. Qingwen, nin guixing?
B: & & £EHA, WwF, B {47

Zhang: W xing Zhdng, jiao Zhdng Mingzhdng. NT jido shénme mingzi?
W: & 4 K, ® K AP, ¥ H2 LF7
Bai: WSO jico Bai Aiwén. Nin shi ldoshi ma?
B: & = @ £, & £ ZF 59

Zhang: Bu shi, bushi, wo shiydnjiishéng. Ni ye shi xuésheng ma?
. e, A, KA ARAE, LR FEx E)
Bai: Shi, wo shidaxueshéng. Dawei! Ta jigo Li Dawei,
B: &, & &2 KX¥4, (alsL X1 (toZhang) i W F X 15,

shi wo téngxue.
& & FF,

(Li and Wang come towards Zhang and Bai)

Zhang: NT hdo! Ni yé shi Zhonggudrén ma?
: IR 47 R X FEA 5?7
Wang: Shi, wd shi Zhdnggud lilxueshéng.
E: ,?%_3 éi:’%. ‘:I:PEI %#iu
Bdi: NI jido shenme mingzi?
B: 2 H4 &5
Wadng: W0 jico Wang Fang. Ni ne?
E R T E F, ARR?

https://www.purpleculture.net
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Act: Beginning Chinese (Volume I) Textbook

Bai: W4 jido Bdi Aiwén.
B: & » & &L,
Zhang: Zhdng Mingzhong.

3. 5K i
Li: Li Dawei.
FE: F X1h,
Nimen hdo!

ALL: (nod to one another) {3347 %!
(At the end of the meeting)
Wang: Dawsi. Aiwén. Mingzhong, zdijian!
E: KfH, &L, AP, HLI
Li/Bdi / Zhang: Zaijian!
F/846K: F L]

: iR I2fE Comprehension

Answer the following questions

Zhang Mingzhdng shi daxueshéng ma?

1. & A £ KF4E 59

Li Dawéi shi ldoshi ma?

2. F XA REIF 0T

Wiang Fang shi Meiguoren ma?

3. X F & £EBA Y

Bai Aiwen shi nar ren?

4. 89 & ZILAT?

https://www.purpleculture.net
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FE3LIEL  English translation

New semester starts. Wang Fang, Zhang Mingzhong, Bai Aiwen and Li Dawei are at the
first monthly Language Partner Meeting organized by the ESL program. Bai approaches
Zhang, whom she mistakes for a teacher.

B: Hello! Are you Chinese?
Zh: Yes. Where are you from?
B: I am American. May I ask what’s your (honorable) family name?
Zh: My family name is Zhang. [ am (called) Zhang Mingzhong. What’s your name?
B: I am Bai Aiwen. Are you a teacher?
Zh: No, no, | am a graduate student. Are you also a student?
B: Yes, | am an undergrad. (calls Li) Dawei! (to Zhang) This is Li Dawei. He is my classmate.
(L1 and Wang come towards Zhang and Bai)
Zh: Hello! Are you also Chinese?
W: Yes, [ am a Chinese exchange student.
B: What’s yvour name?
W: I am (called) Wang Fang. And you?
B: I am (called) Bai Aiwen.
Zh: Zhang Mingzhong.
L: Li Dawel.
ALL: (nod to one another) Hello!
(At the end of the meeting)
W: Dawel, Aiwen, Mingzhong, goodbye!
L/B/Zh: Bye!

https://www.purpleculture.net
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B o N

€ Sentence with a Verbal Predicate

A Chinese sentence is usually divided into two main types: a subject-predicate structure or a non-subject-

predicate structure. In a subject-predicate structure, the subject is usually placed before the predicate. When
the predicate is a verbal phrase, the object is usually placed after the verb.

Predicate
Subject
Verb Object
Wo xing Zhang.
=8 gC K.
I to be surnamed Zhang
Td jico LT Dawei.
fe ™ F X,
He to be called Li Dawei
Woing Fang shi Zhdnggudren.
i F b3 TEA,
Wang Fang to be Chinese

€) The Usage of & (shi)

5= (shi) is similar to the verb “to be” in English. However, there is no conjugation in Chinese, so the
English “am”, “are™ and “is” are all translated as the same word 4 (shi) in Chinese.

W& shi xuésheng. [ am a student
R FE, -
NI shi Idoshi.

RAZIF,

You are a teacher.

Zhang ldosht shi Zhonggudreén.
KR A2 FERA,

Teacher Zhang is Chinese.

Li Dawei shi Meigudren.

FRMH A £BEA,

Li Dawei is American.

https://www.purpleculture.net
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V(1T A LT] 4 1P Describe these people’s occupations or nationalities.

Wang Wenzhdng ‘ LI Mingmei
+ Ed L F L £
(teacher) ‘*‘
(Chinese)

€) The Usage of the Interrogative Pronouns {4 (shénme) and BBJL (nar)
Another type of question uses an interrogative pronoun to solicit information about one specific aspect of
the sentence. In this lesson, two Chinese interrogative pronouns are introduced:

shénme what
# %

nar where
9k L

In Chinese, an interrogative-pronoun question follows the same word order as its answer. The only
difference is the specific aspect (a place, for instance) is replaced by its respective interrogative pronoun (where).
There is no change in word order.

Td xing Li. .

{{Exﬁg% G His surname is Li.

Ta x ' [ TN

)F;'x;;g E?in;?? What 1s his surname?
Question Answer

Ni jido shenme (mingzi)? W0 jiao Li Dawei.

kel Ha (&5F) 2 K " F K,

What is your full name? My full name is Li Dawei.

Zhdng laosht shi nar ren? Zhang ldosht shi Zhdngguaoren.

K EIF AFILAY KOEF A FTEA,

Where does Teacher Zhang come from? | Teacher Zhang 1s Chinese.

(lit. Zhang 1s a person of where?) (lit. Zhang is a person of China.)

https://www.purpleculture.net
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Make a question based on the highlighted word.

Statement

Question

Ta jigo Dawei.

= Kfh,

Daweéi xing L.
Rfh 4 F,

Dawei shi Meigudreén.

X & £EA,

) The Usage of the Interrogatile Particles I3 (ma) and W& (ne)

To form a Yes-No question, one simply add the interrogative particle *% (ma) at the end of the statement.

Statement

Yes-No Question

NT shi IGoshi.
R 2 ZNF,

You are a teacher.

NT shi ldosht ma?
2 I 59

Are you a teacher?

Ta shi xuesheng.

He is a student.

Ta shi xuesheng ma?
Mo F2E2 59

Is he a student?

Zhang ldoshi shi Zhénggudreén.

KT R FERA.

Teacher Zhang 1s Chinese.

Zhang laoshi shi Zhdénggudren ma?
K 22 FEA "7
Is Teacher Zhang Chinese?

Li Dawei shi Meigudren.
FXH A £BA,

L1 Dawel 1s American.

Li Dawaei shi Meigudren ma?
F R A £BA B?

Is L1 Dawel American?

VO TTg 1 Convert the following statements into Yes-No questions.

Statement

Yes-No Question

Mingzhong xing Zhdng.
B 4 K,

Ta jido Zhang Mingzhdng.
o] K A,

Bai Aiwen shi Maigudren.

8 XX A £BA,

https://www.purpleculture.net
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Like =% (ma), & (ne) is also an interrogative particle used in an interrogative sentence. However, %% (ne)
indicates that the question is in reference to the statement that immediately precedes it. In other words, the exact

reference of a -question can be understood only in context.

Statement Question
Nin guixing? B WS e <umame?
A O L% 1at 1s your (honorable) surname’
W0 xing Li.  Ni ne?
B- ‘ﬁ;ﬂ :;I;g %G 'ﬁ: :,}E? B: My surname 1s L1. And yours?
A- ;;G :119 ng A: My surname is Wang.

V(O LT @ T 1P Fill in the blanks with "% (ma) or & (ne).

Wd shi Zhonggudrén, ni
A & 2 FEA, R ?
Wa shi Meéigudrén.
B: & &£ £EHA.
Ni jido shénme mingzi?
A: AR ™ fF24 &F7
W& jidio Bai Aiwén, nl
EI —'IE‘ l;“'I é] ﬁi—ﬁ /Lﬁ: ?

W jido Wang Fang. NI shixuésheng
A& ™M E F, A F&£ 7

Shi, wb shixuésheng.
B: &, & & F4£,

© The Position of the Adverbs 7 (b)) and 1 (y&)

In Chinese, adverbs, such as A~ (bu, not) and 4. (yé&, also), are always placed immediately before the verb.
When 4. (ye) and A~ (bu) occur together, 4. (yé) 1s usually placed before =~ (bu).

Positive Sentence Negative Sentence with Adverb F (bl)
W0 shi xuesheng. W bu shi xuésheng.
E - E N - -
I am a student. I am not a student.
Woang Fang shi Zhdnggudren. Wang Fang bi shi Zhéngguadren.
£ F R FHA, I F A& FEHA,
Wang Fang 1s Chinese. Wang Fang is not Chinese.

https://www.purpleculture.net
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Positive Sentence

Negative Sentence with Adverb &< (bu)

Ta xing Wang.
fo 4k £,

His surname is Wang.

Ta bu xing Wéng.
N4 £,

His surname is not Wang.

Ta jioo Li Dawei.
™ = K1fh,

His full name 1s L1 Dawel.

Ta bu jigo Li Dawei,
A~ ] & kA%,

His full name 1s not L1 Dawel.

Statement

Sentence with Adverb 2 (y&)

Ta shi xuesheng.
% FAE,
He 1s a student.

Wo ye shi xuésheng.
xR FA,

[ am also a student.

Woiang ldoshi shi Zhdngguaorén.

E W A FHA.

Teacher Wang 1s Chinese.

Li laosht yé shi Zhéngguodrén.
FEI A FEA.

Teacher L1 15 also Chinese.

Wo xing Wang.
& E,

My surname is Wang.

Ta ye xing Wang.
o, 4 E

His surname is also Wang.

Ta bu jico LY Dawéi.
W s ™ = K h,

His full name is not L1 Dawei.

Wé ye ba jido Li Dawai.
& LA FE KF,

My full name is not Li Dawei either.

VO AT 1 Based on the main dialogue in this lesson, answer the following questions in sequence.

Question

Answer

Bai Aiwén shi xuésheng ma?

8 REL A FE£ 57

Zhdng Mingzhdng ne?
K BT k9

Bai Aiwen shi Méigudren ma?

f XL & £EA "7

Zhang Mingzhong na?

K i RY
Wang Fang ne?
£ F R?

https://www.purpleculture.net
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FEEERS | Comprehensive Grammar Exercises .

N Ask questions based on the underlined words

1. A: ?
Laoshi xing Zhang.
B: Z2)f & K,
2 A: ?

Wamen tongxue jico Li Dawei.

B: £&M11 R% » FXih,
3. A: ?

Tamen shi Meéigudrén.

B: {41 & £EHA,
4, A: ?

Shi, td shiwd tongxue.

B: &, M & FF,

5] Fill in the blanks with I8 (ma), B2 (ne) or nothing

Qingwen, nin guixing

i e], & 94 ?

Nimen ldoshi xing Zhdng

2.1p1M =£IF 4 K ?

Ni yé shi xuésheng
IRt FA 7

Wa xing Wang, ni
4. &% ¥ E, IR ?

Rearrange the words to make them grammatical

Melgudren / Idoshi / Li / shi
L E£EBA /| £/ F/%

jido / xing / Wang / ta / Wang Fang
2.7/ 4/ E /W) £ F

https://www.purpleculture.net
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lGoshi / women / shi / Zhdnggudrén

3. X0/ &M/ &/ FEHA

tad / yeé/ Zhang / xing / ma
N A S

[}] Correct the error(s) in each sentence

Wao guixing Wdng, wo jiao Wang Daweéi.
L& 4 £, &= X Kfh,

Laoshi Li yé shi Zhdnggudren.
2.0 Fd 2 FERA,

Qingwen, Bai Aiwen shi shenme rén?

3.alE, | &ZXL & 4 A?

Ni shi ndr rén ma?

4. 1% AR ILA "59

https://www.purpleculture.net
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I Chinese Culture .

1. Naming in Chinese
Chinese names are usually composed of two or three characters. The first character is the surname (4%,

xing) while the rest is the given name (L%, ming). There are over 3,500 surnames being used. However, the
most common ones claim 87% of the population’s naming rights. These surnames are called & %4+ (Bdai Jid
Xing, The Hundred Family Surnames).

The Chinese given names are usually meaningful and carefully chosen by the parents or grandparents. A
given name can have either one or two characters. When the given name has two characters, the first character
traditionally stands for the generation of the family. For example, parents may name their three children as s_
¥ (Weénzhong), LB (Wengud), L1 (Weénwéi) respectively, and the character sU (wén) represents that

particular generation of the family. However, this practice 1s largely disregarded now.

2. How Do Chinese Address One Another?

When two Chinese meet for the first time, it is common to ask only each other’s family names. Once they
become acquainted, they may call each other by full name, surname, given name or nickname depending on
the terms of the relationship. Take a woman whose full name is Lin Shufang as an example. Casual business
associates or clients would call her by her surname with a title. Co-workers are likely to call her Xiao Lin
if she is in her 20s or 30s or Lao Lin if she i1s in her 40s or older. Her former classmates would call her Lin

Shufang, and her close friends and family would call her Shufang, A Fang, or Xiaofang.

3. Greetings

Although known as the equivalent of English “hello™, 1%4F (ni hdo) is not commonly used by native
Chinese when they greet one another. This expression is a contemporary invention reserved mostly for
foreigners, business or casual acquaintances or people meeting for the first time. In all other occasions,
Chinese would greet each other in one of the following ways. If it is early in the morning, people say ¥ (2d0)
or % (nin z6o), meaning “Good morning!™ If it is close to lunch or dinner time, Chinese tend to ask each
other whether they have eaten—rz 42 7 57 (ChT fan le ma?) If two people have not seen each other for
some time, they are likely to ask how the other person has been doing—r 1 /& Z 7 (Zuijin z&énmeydng?),
or i E e 247 (Zuijin 280 mang shénme? What have you been busy with recently?) Another common
way to greet i1s by stating the obvious. If one sees a neighbor coming home or on his'her way out, he/she
would say something like A= £"F? (Gang huilai ya? Just returned?) or % 4 %57 (Yéo chiaqu ma?
Going out?). These questions are rhetorical and rarely require a real answer. The addressee usually just

acknowledges it.

— COMPARE AND CONNECT

In your country, culture or community
* How do people name their children?
* How do people address each other?

* How 1s the way that people meet and introduce one another different from how Chinese practice 1t?

https://www.purpleculture.net
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N4 ‘ Guided Listening .

o 1.

) 2.

You will listen to a couple of short audio clips. They are representative of how native
Chinese speakers interact with one another. Do not feel disappointed if you do not seem to

understand much of it. Just focus on what information you can extract from the dialogue. You
would be surprised!

What Are Their Family Names?
Answer the following questions based on the audio clip.

() What are the three men’s family names? Write them down
in pinyin.
(1)
(2)

(3)

(5) Do you think that these are their given names, family names
or full names? You can find the answer in the Chinese

Culture section.

Greetings

Answer the following questions based on the audio clip.

( 1) Do you recognize a greeting phrase that we learned in this
lesson? What was 1t?

( 2 ) Who said it and under what circumstance?

( 3 ) When the man and the woman were greeting each other,

they both used the same greeting word. What was the word?

Can you write 1t out in pinyin on the line?

( 4 ) What do you think the greeting word means?

https://www.purpleculture.net
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1% 5 =) | Guided Reading .

1. What Do You Know?

) Look at the business cards below and circle the family names of the card owners.

! % 3 X ~
S )| EST -

BEE Toaifag 2008 o

o & Ao b AR AT Nl @ ¥ () 4k £5

o it (] 2l 55 %0 = BEET
Mert. AL EANEEWE RSRESY

f'”."“":* iEiR. 100037 SEAL* @, (010} G4E56T01

fﬁ: ﬁ-jgggjiﬁgg PRESEaSAEES R, (010) 4627523
SWIET, ABOCCNB.O10 HEEDIRE . 100027 Fin. 13911365216
Wi ganyinghubj@abchina com BitE . wewboccn

(3) Below is a photo of a restaurant in China. Look at its name and identify the kind of cuisine
it serves. Circle the character or word that leads you to the conclusion.

(® Below is a photo taken at the World EXPO. Can you tell which country’s pavilion it is? Circle
the word or character that gives you the answer.

. R

EHAMGHAI CHINA

Lt Bk E i
L3
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2. Who's Who?

The following are participants’ self-introductions given during the first Language Partner Meeting.
Read them and fill in the chart accordingly.

Lasa, e, KREEAA, KXKFE,
2.8 F, M FEXG, KRRLEXFE, KALY (Nilyus) A,

3AHE, EF, AATEGFE, KALT (Baiing) A,
bR, RO, ALETEA, ARTR

Participant | Family Name | Given Name | Nationality / Place of Origin | Academic Status

https://www.purpleculture.net
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ses (DL T

tl'ask 1: Get Acquainted J
.

This task involves three steps:

(1) Write down the following information:

—TEN S B B S O . O I I O S G S I S S S S S S e S T S e e e e s . e

Your name (Chinese name if you have one):

Where vou are from:

[
|
|
I
I
l

Your occupation:

a WSS S S EEE S EEE O S EEE W S EEE W EE S T BT T S S T S T S S S e e e o o

(2) Now mingle with your classmates. Find out their names, nationalities / places of origin and academic

status. Make sure you jot down the information gathered during this process.

(3) Use the information from Step (2) to write 2 or 3 sentences narrating about one of the classmates you

interviewed and report them to the class.

| Exanple

W téngxué xing Wang, jido Wang Fang. Ta shi Zhénggudrén. Ta shi lilixuéshéng.
A BF¥F # £, £ F, R FEA KR TFAL,

https://www.purpleculture.net .
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Act: Beginning Chinese (Volume I) Textbook

&sk 2 (Role Play): Are You a Teacher? }

In this task, you will assume one of the roles below. Perform the task specified on the sheet. Keep

talking and mingling even if you do not have an active task on hand at the moment.

Role 1 You are a new American exchange student in
the Chinese program. You are supposed to
meet two Chinese teachers— £ (Wang) and
Z (Li). Try to locate them by approaching
people who seem to fit the profile. You should
ask them their names, nationalities and
whether they are teachers. Write down the

teachers’ full names when you find them.

Teacher 1:

Teacher 2:

‘uopedndQ

S AJlfeuoneN

AWEN]

uonedndd0 pue AJI[RUONEBU ‘WU IAU/SIY JSE
pue suonsanb 1ay,siy Jamsuy ‘noA sayorordde

1a3uens v (Bupipq 17) £ ¥ £ ST atliel Inox

‘KJISIaAIUN Y} JB I2YIB) AsAUIYD) B I8 NOA 7 [0y

https://www.purpleculture.net
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Role 3 You are a Chinese teacher at the university.
Your name is £ A (Wang You). A stranger
approaches you. Answer his/her questions and

ask his/her name, nationality and occupation.

Name:

Nationality :

Occupation :

‘uopednddQ

L AJI[euoneN

AWEN]

uonednddo pue AJ1[RUONEBU “SWEBU IAY/SIY MSE
pue suonsanb 1aysiy ramsuy oA sayoseordde
128URNS V CIIuIg AR Uuyjor s1 awed Inojx

"KJSIDAIUN AU I IYOL) UBILIAWY UE Ik NOA § [0y

https://www.purpleculture.net
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s 1or & 1820 | Pinyin & Pronunciation

1. Pronunciation Exercises

Read aloud the following.

O bpmf)

(1)ba/ pa b6 / mé f& / mé
(2 ) bién / mian oi / bi péng / béng
(3)fei/bei bido / pitio mu / fu
® |z c svs. zh, ch, sh)
(1)zt/zht 28i / zhdi zi / zhi
(2)ch/chi ci / chi cto / chdo
(3 )zdng / zhdng céng / chéng s&n / shén
C) [Eh, ch,shvs. j,q, x|
(1)qi/chi i/ zhi xun / shun
(2 )judn/ zhudn xi/ shi il zh
(3 )jiéin / zhan qli / chil jon / zhan
D] l 3rd tone sandhi ]
(1) nihdo bici bashou
(2) juzhi fliddo gliwl

2. Tongue Twister: 2nd vs. 4th tone, sh vs. s

Please practice reading the tongue twister. Try to read it several times and go faster each time while

keeping your tones right.

Sishisi, shi shi shi.
maem, + & 1.

Four 1s four, ten is ten:

Shisi shi shisi, sishi shi sishi.
twetw, m+2wt,
Sishisi shi sishisi.

1 o i i® -t g el *

Fourteen is fourteen, forty is forty;

Forty-four is forty-four.

https://www.purpleculture.net
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«» 3. Pinyin Dictation

Please write down the initials, finals and tones that your instructor dictates to you.

(1) (2)
(3) (4)
(5)

https://www.purpleculture.net E
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XEREIR I Character Instruction .

s Radical: 1 (rén, person)
}W TR /f:i: Rh=1+ /R

[T

7 strokes

Radical: »=  (xTn. heart)

=g+

11 strokes

]

A

£

A&

Radical: 4 (nli, woman)

¥¥=J+ T

D

6 strokes

Radical: & (rl, sun)

e =FH+ /&

Structure: || (above to below)

9 strokes

R

||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||

Radical: | (shu, the vertical) Structure: = (overlaid)

4 strokes

https://www.purpleculture.net
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Radical: [J

E=0O+ *

8 strokes

(full surround)

iﬁ

Radical: v (kou, mouth)

= + 5

6 strokes

Radical: 1

(yan, speech)

‘fﬂ=i+“§‘

10 strokes

.............

_ﬁ%

iﬁj;

https://www.purpleculture.net
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: In this chapter you will learn

Scan the QR code for audio
recordings, audio text and
part of the answers.

Vocabulary

Months and dates, family members, occupations

Speech Communication
Functions & Learning Objectives

» Asking about months and dates

« Inquiring about someone’s well-being (informal)

« Inquiring about someone’s family
- Asking about someone’s age

- Asking about someone’s occupation

Text Do You Have Siblings?
« The Use of Adjective as Predicates
- The Usage of 4] (ydu)
Grammar « The Measure Words 4~ (g&) and = (kou)

« The Affirmative-Negative Question
« The Usage of Possessive #) (de)

Chinese Culture

« Chinese Kinship Terms
« China’s One-Child Policy
+ How Old Are You?

oW Db%':oé Sister?
» Do You Haws wgs?

¥

. e
“What Office Is This?

» Interview: My Famuly -

+ Narrative: My Friend's Family |

2 Pronunciation Exercises
- Tongue Twister

« Pinyin Dictation

HAHEKRXERXAEREE
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0 = EEAF I Core Vocabulary .

l U zuijin . recent(ly), lately
)74 ZUui adv. most, =est
i jin adj. near, close
2 E 2 zénmeyang int. pron. how is it, what about
3 o blicuo adj. correct, right, not bad, good
B Cuo adj. wrong, incorrect
4 = mdng adj. busy
50 | ting ady. rather, pretty
6 AR hen adyv. very
7 AL, xiang V. to think, to consider, to miss, to desire
8 | K jid n. family, home
9 1B shéi/shui int. pron. who, whom
10 T baba 1. dad, father
11 45 45 mamd n. mom, mother
12 | & de par. showing possessive or attributive relationship
13 | & yOu V. to have, to possess, there be, to exist
14 | e mej adv. not
15 | SUA4Rdk xiongdi jiemei siblings
& xiongdi . (elder and younger) brothers
48 kg jiemel . (elder and younger) sisters
16 | #&%/F | dushéngnil/zi |n only child
P du adj. only, single, lone
4 shéng v to be born, to give birth to
%4 nu daughter, female child
= Zi son, male child
17 | R zhi adyv. only
I8 | 3%T hdizi n. child, kid

https://www.purpleculture.net
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My Family

19 | %X dud da how old, how big
20 % sul m.w. year (of age)
21 | £H shéngri n. birthday
H ri . day, the sun, date
22 JL ji int. pron. how many (for quantity fewer than ten)
23 H yue . month, moon
24 - hao m.w. measure word for dates and numbers
25 o kou WL/ measure word for family members; mouth
26 A ge m.w. a general measure word
27 5F gége . elder brother
28 | HH didi . younger brother
29 | fw he Conj. and
30 53] liang num. two (used before a measure word)
31 JLF erzi n. s0n
JL er . child, son
32 T A késhi conj. but, yet, however
33 | &L nu’éer n daughter
34 | 4848 jigjie n. elder sister
35 | kb meimei . younger sister
36 | i ZUO W, to do, to make, to produce, to manufacture
37 | IA4E gongzuo n./v. job, work; to work
38 | IR ltisht n. lawyer, attorney
39 g 43 jiating zhufu housewife
Tt jidgting . family, household
F 44 zhufu n. housewife, hostess, mistress of a family
40 |EL yIshéng . doctor
41 | E hushi . nurse

https://www.purpleculture.net
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E 8L 4R | Vocabulary Practice .

Months and dates
IX] The 12 months (B yue)

2021

JANUARY FEBRUARY MARCH
$§ M T W T F S s M T W T F S s M T W T F S
1 2 1 2 3 4 5 6 1 2 3 4 5 6
3 4 5 6 7 8 9 7 8 9 10 M 12 13 7 8 9 10 N 12 13
0 M 12 1B % 15 16 “ 15 16 17 18 19 20 % 15 16 17 18 19 20
17 18 19 20 21 22 23 21 22 23 26 25 26 27 21 22 23 24 25 26 27
24 25 26 27 28 29 30 28 28 29 30 31
3
yiyue eryue sanyue
— F January — H February = H March
APRIL MAY JUNE
s M T W T F s s M T W T F s s M T W T F s
1 2 3 1 1 2 3 4 5
4 5 6 7 8 9 10 2 3 4 S5 6 7 8 €6 7 8 9 10 N 12
n 12 13 % 15 16 17 9 10 M 12 13 W% 15 13 % 15 % 17 18 19
18 19 20 21 22 23 24 % 17 1B 19 20 21 22 20 21 22 23 24 25 26
25 26 27 28 29 30 25 24 25 26 27 28 29 27 28 29 30
30 3
slyue wiyuée liuyue
W F April #F] May s+ H June
JULY AUGUST SEPTEMBER
$§ M T W T F S $§ M T W T F S $s M T W T F S
1 2 3 1 2 3 4 5 & 7 1 2 3 4
4 S5 6 7 8 9 10 8 9 10 M 122 13 % s 6 7 8 9 10 M
N 12 13 W% 15 16 17 15 %6 17 18 19 20 2 12 13 1% 15 16 17 18
1 19 20 21 22 23 24 22 23 24 25 26 27 128 19 20 21 22 23 24 25
25 26 27 28 29 30 3 29 30 3 26 27 28 29 30
giyue bdyue jilyue
X B July N August fLF  September
OCTOBER NOVEMEBER DECEMBER
$ M T W T F S s M T W T P S s M T W T F S
1 2 1 2 3 4 5 6 1 2 3 4
5 4 5 6 7 8 9 7 8 9 10 M 12 13 5 6 7 8 9 10 N
1 M 12 13 % 15 16 % 15 18 17 18 19 20 12 13 % 15 16 17 18
17 18 19 20 21 22 23 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 19 20 21 22 23 24 25
24 25 26 27 28 29 30 28 29 30 26 27 28 29 30 3
3
shiyué shiylyue shi’eryue
-+ H October +—H November -+ = H December

https://www.purpleculture.net
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My Family ™ 4

df:[ad (B Say the birth months of the following U.S. presidents in Chinese.

Eisenhower, 10 H Jefferson, 4 H Lincoln, 2 A

Truman, 5 F] Bush, 7 H

m Dates (= hao or B ri)

202159 F

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 (yT hao) 2 (ér hdo) | 3(sanhao) = 4 (sihdao)

5 (wi hao) 6 (lii hao) | 7 (qgf hao) 8 9 10 11
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
19 20 21 22 23 24 25

20 27 28 29 30
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l Supplemental Vocabulary %l\ﬁiiﬁ]

-1 -2 -3 - 4
xianzai jintian mingtidn zZuotidn

M R BN SF
now today tomorrow yesterday

N \ P

[ﬁll these words end with X (tidn). What might this character mean?]

* See Appendix 3 for a complete chart of time expressions.

(i [«-Bp Go around the room to find out the birthdays of your classmates. You should interview at least 3
people. Report your findings to the class.

Ni de shéngri shi ji yue ji hao?
iRé) £H RJILAJL 57

No. Name Birthday
1

F A N S

] Immediate family members

mama nu’er

4% 45, 4= L

jigjie meimei

i TRk

https://www.purpleculture.net
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My Family

o T d [0 Work with a partner and name the family members in the pictures below.

Occupations

| Supplemental Vocabulary %bﬁiiﬁl]

¥ 2 -3
gbngchéngshi dianndo chéngxuyudn kuaijishi
T AZUF W, A AL i EaR
engineer computer programmer accountant
— 4 -l - &
jicoshou shangrén jingli
AT B A 23
professor businessman manager
-7 - 8 -9
guwen gongwuyuan mishi
Zig A #4 3
consultant civil servant secretary

https://www.purpleculture.net E
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Work with a partner and identify the people below by their occupations.

Eﬂgil‘lE er accountant

consultant manager lawyer

civil servant businessman nurse teacher doctor

secretary professor

H https://www.purpleculture.net
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E & E X PRI EE | Speech Communication Functions .

D Asking about months and dates

BNz It yus? g The verb & (shi) can be and often is omitted in questions and
A JLA? J 71 affirmative sentences that relate to dates, time, age and money
amount.
—
| Language in CnntextJ
Xianzai ji yue? Mingtian ji hao?
) A: M JLUA? 3) A: AR L7
Xianzai jityue. Mingtian er hao.
B: A JUA. B: Bl X =5,
Jintidn ji yué ji hao? Zuotian shi siyué sanshi hdo ma?
2) A: A K JL AL 59 A-tER R WA =+ 5 e
Jintidn wlyue y1 hdo. Shi.
B: &K &A —F, B: &,

Ya (A% 14" Use the calendar in the Vocabulary Practice section to practice identifying dates and months with
a partner. Follow the models in Language in Context.

9 [z} Inquiring about someone’s well-being (informal)

oot

jjin) z&nmeyang?

R 3

- ™)

) EAR? " 1 The word f 1 (zuijin) is regularly omitted

by native speakers from mainland China, yet

Language in Context J / invariably included by those from Taiwan
: Province.
—
NI  (zuijin) zénmeyang? g “"
A: 4k ({ ﬂ?lii)) %. ’Z.}:}%‘? 2 #4743 (ting hdo de) means “pretty good”.
= ) Chinese generally do not use the superlative
Ting hdo de / Blcud. Ni ne? degree to describe one’s own state of being.
B: £ IF &9/ ;T:’%q R R7 Also note that the negative form 4£ 4~ adj.
W& y& ting hdio de / blicud. / & (ting bl adj. de) does not apply to all
A _ﬁ. ¥, o3 A 8 AR adjectives. For now, you should just refrain

from using the negative form.

T (A1 4" Ask your classmates about their well-being. Try to alternate the expressions when you reply
as you move to the next person.

https://www.purpleculture.net
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) Inquiring about someone’s family

— /[ 1 The m.w. o (kdu) is used only when referring
J o to the total number of people in a family. When
: referring to individual members, 4~ (ge) is used

(— A4tk yi gé méimei. =AF sdan ge

NI jia you sh & gege)-
e .

Eanguage in Cﬂntext] 2 When listing family members, Chinese generally
~ put male before female, older people before

NI jid you ji kdu rén? | younger people. See Chinese Culture section.
A IRE R La A7

Si koéu, bdba., mdma. meimei hé wo. Ni jid you shénme rén?

B: W, €&, 04 ik frk, IRE A 4 A2
W jia you mama. gége. jiejie.  didi hé wo.
A &R A BE, I, 4 H A4 AL

Yad\" 138 Go around the room, ask your classmates about their families, and tell them about yours.

) Asking if one has a certain family member

l Language in Cc:ntextJ

Ni ydu méiydu jigjie?
D A: AR & RA 48489

W méiyou jigjie. NI you jiéjie ma?

B: & XA 4842, 1R A 4848 57

WO ye meiyou jigjie.
- w L .}
A: &K 0 5 48R /_l 1 Can you tell how # (ydu) is negated’ I

E https://www.purpleculture.net
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Nimen ydu xidongdi jiemei ma?
2) A R A UFE 4Rk B9
Meiyou, wo shi dushéngzi.
B: XA, & <A MAET,
W& shi dashéngnti, wo yé méiyou xiongdi jiemei. Ni ne?
C: & & T, K& XH LH 484k, 1R°E?
W0 you liang ge didi. 4 )
A. -‘3’}& ;h- il )]\..ﬁif?ﬁ{, 2 The number 2 (= er) becomes A (liGng) when

followed by a m.w. This rule only applies to this

single number. It does not apply to 12, 20, 22, etc.

-Yad\ ) A" Ask your classmates if they have a certain family member. Try to alternate your questions as you
move to the next person.

ol E Asking about someone'’s age

- ™)

/ 1 This expression is applicable to all age groups.

However, some people may not deem it respectful

enough when the person in question is really

advanced in age. See Chinese Culture section.
—

‘ JL;’ '_? - -~ e

IR et tiren of 10 or younger) ) B 2 In Taiwan Province this expression is appropriate for

l Language in Cnntext]

Meishéng, ni (jTnnidn) dud da?

A kA, R (AF) § K9
W6 shibd sui.  Ni ne?

B: & TN\ %, 1RAE?
W6 yé shibd sui.  Ni didi ji sui?

Ar R AN, IRHRHILY?
Ta jit sui.

B: fufL ¥ .

any age group.
—

' ad\% |\ Now go around the room to find out your classmates’ ages. If they have siblings, find out the
siblings™ ages too.
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() E Asking about someone’s occupation

'Ni zuo shénme géngzuo? -

MR B 2 T

| Language in CﬂntextJ

NI baba zud shénme gdngzuo?
A: REE & 24 ITAE7
Ta shi ltishi.
B: )i',fl-;'-l %ﬁﬂiﬁﬂ
Ni mdma ne?
A: AR 440 R
W& mama shi jiating zhafu.

B: & 4545 % FE E43,

b

[Yad)%\a" Now find out what your classmates” parents do for a living, and report your findings to the class.

https://www.purpleculture.net
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) Text: Do You Have Siblings?

One month into the semester, Bai Aiwen and Wang Fang are eating dinner at the

college cafeteria.

Bai: Ni zuijin zénmeyang?

B: R\ EAHF?

Wang: W0 ting hdo de.  Ni ne?
. & AT 6y, ARRY

Bai: W0 yé bacuo. Ni zuijin mang bu mang?
=F éfi. A, ;l":’-!fg'n 'f’ﬁﬁli =R N |

Waéng: Heén mang.
. R OIE,
Bai: NI xiang jid ma?
B: 1k & ¥5?
Wang: Xidng jid.
£ 8 K,
Bai: NI xiéing shéi?
B: 1k A8 9

Wang: Xidng bdba. mama, yeé xidng wo de tongxue.
¥ A2 €&, B85, L A& K4 BF,
Bai: Ni you meéiyodu xidongdi jiemei?

B: 1RA XA NP EK?

Wang: Meéiyou, wo shi dashéngnii, wo baba mdma zhi you wo yi ge haizi.
E: RA, A A BiEL, RES BB A HF A—NKET.
Bai: Ni dud da?

B: 18 $ X?

Wang: Shibd sul, Ni ne?
F: +\ _'iyn ﬁ:%'?

Bai: Ershiyi sui. Ni de shéngri shiji yué ji hao?

B: —+—%, 2% £8 £JUHAJL 57
Wang: Qiyué shiyi hdo. Aiwén, ni jia ydu ji kdu rén?

https://www.purpleculture.net .
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Bai:
=F
Wang:
T
Bai:
=F
Wang:
*.
Bai:
=F

Wang:
X

WU kou, baba. mama. yigegége. yigedidi he wd. | tpe conjunction 4= (hé)

i it B8 o /
A v, €&, &4, ““’i\ﬂ‘%‘ “"/1\%%’?”&:‘ is not the equivalent of

Ni baba mama yéu lidng geé érzi, késhi zhi you yi gé niiér. | the English “and ™. Tt only

s B B B/ ANJILTF, T2 R A —A~+4 )L | connects nouns, pronouns

Shi, wo meiyou jigjie, ye meiydou meimei.
&, & KA 484, AL KR Rk,
Ni baba mdma zud shénme gdngzuo?

hEE 548 M 2 IA4E?

W baba shi lushT, wd méama shi jiating zhifu.

K EEREF, K BB X Tr T8,

W6 baba shi yishéng, wd mama shi hushi.

xR EE R BEE, & ED =P+,

: iz IEf#E Comprehension

Answer the following questions

Bai Aiwén dud da? Wang Fang ne?
L. XL % K7 £ F k7

r o

and noun phrases. #e
(hé) never occurs at the

beginning of a sentence.
—

NI baba mama ne?

k&€ 4545 R

Bdi Aiwén ysu xiongdi jisméi ma? Yéu ji g&?

2.8 RX A Ak 4 D7 A ILA?

Shéi de baba shi yishéng?
3.1 MEEx EAE?

Wang Fang de mdma zud shénme gongzuo?

4. £ % eaBdL M fH4 TAR?

Bdi Aiwén de mama shi bu shi ldosh1?

5.8 & 674545 R AN A ZIF?
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: EIFL  English translation

One month into the semester, Bai Aiwen and Wang Fang are eating dinner at the

college cafeteria.

B: How are you doing lately?

W: Pretty good. How about you?

B: [ am not bad either. Have you been busy recently?

W: I've been very busy.

B: Do you miss home?

W: Yes, I do.

B: Who do you miss?

W: [ miss my mom and dad. | also miss my classmates.

B: Do you have siblings?

W: No, I am an only child. My parents only have me.

B: How old are you?

W: 18. What about you?

B: 21. When 1s your birthday?

W: July 11th. Aiwen, how many people are there in your family?
B: Five. Mom, dad, an elder brother, a younger brother and me.
W: Your parents have two sons, but only one daughter.

B: Yes. I don’t have a sister (lit. an elder or younger sister).
W: What types of work do your parents do?

B: My dad 1s a lawyer, and my mom is a housewife. How about your parents?

W: My dad is a doctor, and my mom is a nurse.
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€ The Use of Adjectives as Predicates

Chinese adjectives are more than adjectives. They act like verbs, in the sense that they may serve

independently as the predicate of a sentence. This feature renders the presence of the verb 5% (shi)
unnecessary and ungrammatical.

Wo hen mang.
& R e, (correct)

[ am busy.
W06 shi hén madng.

& < fB 2. (incorrect)

However, the adjective predicate does not completely go solo either. It is usually modified by a degree
adverb such as f& (hén) in an affirmative sentence. Please note that when 4k (hén) 1s used 1in this context, it

largely loses its ability as a degree indicator, and performs mostly a grammatical function. When the adjective
predicate appears without a degree adverb, it implies comparison.

W& mang, té bu mang. _
. . 1 [ am busy. He is not.
A . T . am busy. He is no

Say the following sentences in Chinese.

Our teacher 1s nice.

His dad 1s busy.

@) The Usage of & (ydu)

The verb for possession (to have, to own) or existence (there is/are) is A (ydu). Note that its negative
form is ;XA (meéiyou), not ~F (bu ydu).

. Ta you yi ge didi.
Possession v He has a younger brother.
ol — N dans

Ta jia you wu kou reén.

Existence RE A AT A There are five people 1n his family.
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Affirmative

Ta you yi ge didi.

e F— AN 5

He has a younger brother.

Negative

Ta meéiyou didi.

f XA b,

He doesn’t have any younger brother.

Interrogative

Ta you didi ma?
He A7 5 50757
Ta you meiyou didi?

W B XA Y

Does he have younger brothers?

A ITT @ T P Ask the following questions in Chinese.

Do you have elder brothers?

Do you have elder sisters?

How many people are there in your family?

€) The Measure Words 4 (g&) and 3 (kdu)
When counting things in Chinese, we need to put a measure word between the number and the noun.

Every noun in Chinese has its own specific measure word, which should be learned with the noun. Usually
the measure word for people is 4~ (ge). 4~ (ge) is the most commonly used measure word in Chinese.

Not only does it serve as the specific measure word for a large number of nouns, it can also function as a

substitute for many other measure words in colloquial speech.

yi ge didi

—A~ %

one younger brother

sdn ge meimei

= A mdk

three younger sisters

wl ge rén

A AN

five people

The measure word @ (kou) is used to indicate the total number of people in a family. It is NOT used

as a measure word for people in general or for individual family members. Therefore:

There are five people in my family.

[ have two younger brothers.
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AO T[T 1 Say the following phrases/sentence in Chinese.

one student

two Americans

four siblings

There are six people in his family.

@) The Affirmative-Negative Question
The affirmative-negative question places the positive and negative forms of a verb or an adjective side
by side. For example, to ask if someone is busy or not, you put the positive form of the adjective = (mang)

immediately before its negative form A~[< (bu méng) to form the following question:

Ni mang bu mang?

(S = N

Are you busy or not? (= Are you busy?)

Likewise, to ask if someone is a student, you may say:

Ni shi bu shi xuésheng?

i N Are you a student?
hAR R F49 y

The affirmative-negative question is similar in function as a "5-question. Both solicit a yes/no answer.

Ni mdang ma?
(=Y

Are you busy?
Ni mdng bu mang?

(G = N 1

However, the affirmative-negative question is never used when a sentence contains an adverb such as 4. (ye)
or 2 (zhi). Therefore:

Ni yé xing LT ma?
{4, 44 Z= 9 (correct)

Is your surname also L1?
NI yé xing bu xing Li?
{4, 4t - 4k F9?  (incorrect)

Ni zhi you yi g& didi ma?
2 —A $H 759 (correct)

Ni zh! you méiyou yi gé didi?
s A — ;f—; #9 (incorrect)
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A CIT @ L TTd L Convert the following questions into affirmative-negative questions when possible.

F5-Question Affirmative-Negative Question

Wiang Fang you gége ma?
E F AT
Bai Aiwén shi Zhonggudrén ma?
B 2L & FTEA B9

Dawéi xing L ma?

K 4 F59

Ta yeé shiyishéng ma?
b2 EE 59

© The Usage of Possessive i (de)

Possession (defined here as ownership or human relationship) is marked by the particle &J (de), which

is placed immediately after the “possessor”. The function of #9 (de) is similar to that of apostrophe s ('s) in
English.

Possessor 7 (de) Possessed
wo de mingzi
23 ) &5
my name
Meishéng de meimei
=3 #) TRk
Meisheng’s younger sister

However, the possessive #7 (de) is usually omitted when 1) the possessor is a pronoun and 2) the possessor
represents a human group (such as family, circle of friends, social organization, workplace, etc.) to which the
possessor belongs. For example: & % (wd jia), 45 % (ta didi), & 0154 (wdmen xuéxido) . In all other
cases, #J (de) must be present: F=# JF #9545 1% (LY ldoshi de mama), 4 &9 1€ (ta de gdngzud).

Say the following phrases in Chinese.

my job

her daughter

my classmate’s siblings

(1) When the possessor is an organization rather than a person, the possessor must be in plural form regardless of the actual number
of people it represents. Hence, “my school” is “# 11 5 42 (wdmen xuexiao)”.

https://www.purpleculture.net
77


http://www.purpleculture.net

Act: Beginning Chinese (Volume I) Textbook
FEEIEGR) | Comprehensive Grammar Exercises .

I} Complete the mini-dialogues based on the underlined answers

1. A: ? 2. A: ?
W6 baba shi yishéng. W jid you si kdu rén.,
B:#& & A E&. B:& £H ®Ho A,
3. A: ? 4. A: ?
Meiydu, wd meiyou jigjie. Léoshi hén mang.
B: XA/, & XA 4848, B: 20 kI,

1 Fill in the blanks with JU (ji), B4# (z8nmeyang), 14 (shénme) or nothing

Qingwen, nl baba zud gongzud?
L#1E, REE AR
Ni jia you kou ren?
2.IRE R o ALY
W0 ting hdo de, ni
3.4% ¥ I 8, IR ?
NI you ge xiongdi jiemei?
417 A AN U 4BIR?
NI you méiyou gége
S ARA XA S ?

Rearrange the words to make them grammatical

shénme / gége / zuo / ni / gdongzuo

L.+ 24 [ ==/ /4R ] 4%

ni /ji /jia/ren/you [/ kou

2.ARILIKIN ] B o

zhi / Wang ldoshi / ydu /yi [ érzi [ ge
3.2 £ W/ A /—/ILFIA
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you / g&ge / ni / meéiydu / nl’ér
4. F 15/ T E A 1 KU

)] Circle the best answer

Dmgwen ni jia you

i
L. iFm, 1RE AL

kou/ge réen?

(2/A) A2
Wa you liang/ér ge meimei.
2.4 A (/=) A k.
Women laoshi bu/méi you érzi.
3. &M #IF (&) A ILT,
W baba shi/zuo yishéng, wd mama yé
4. % EE (R/f) B, & 4545 4

LdoshT zuijin shi bu shi méang?

L. 7 L R & T

[3 Correct the error(s) in each sentence

Gado Meéishéng jia shi wii rén.
3

2.3 £H2 ER AA,

Ta bu you gége.
3. R A .

NI xiang bu xiang jia ma?
41k B R A g

Ni zhi you méiyou yi ge didi?

SARA A RA —ANFHHT
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1. Chinese Kinship Terms

When it comes to kinship terms, the language used in Chinese reflects the fact that traditional Chinese
society was patriarchal or male-dominant. When listing family members, the male is usually placed before the
female. For instance, & & 4%4% (baba mdma, dad and mom) rather than 4%4% & & (mama baba, mom and
dad). In addition to gender, age also plays an important role. The older 1s always placed before the younger.
Hence it is <71 %> 5> (gége didi, elder brother and younger brother) rather than 5 %< (didi gége, younger
brother and elder brother); 484844k (ji&jie méimei, elder sister and younger sister) rather than bk4k 4848
(meimei jigjie, younger sister and elder sister).

In the Chinese kinship system, one can also see the distinction between maternal and paternal lineages. For
example, a mother’s brother is called ¥ ¥ (jiujiu) while a father’s brother is called 1818 (bdbo, father’s elder
brother) or 142 (shishu, father’s younger brother). Likewise, a mother’s sister is called 4% 4% (yima) while a

father’s sister is called 4&4% (gagu).

2. China's Fertility Policy

China 1s the most populous country in the world with over 1.4 billion people. China began to implement
its family planning policy in the 1970s. In 1982, this policy was written into the Constitution as a basic
state policy. Great achievements that have attracted worldwide attention have been made in China’s family
planning. The rapid growth of population has been effectively controlled, the pressure on resources and the
environment has been relieved, and the quality of population has been improved significantly, which has
promoted the rapid economic development and social progress.

At the end of the 20th century, China’s population aged 60 and above accounted for more than 10%,
the whole country entering an aging society. In order to comply with the pattern of population development
and actively respond to the declining birthrate and aging population, China’s fertility policy is also being
constantly adjusted. In November 2011, all provinces in China allowed couples to have two children if both
parents were only children themselves; in December 2013, the two-child policy was implemented for families
that one of the parents was an only child; in October 2015, Communique of the Fifth Plenary Session of
thel8th Communist Party of China (CPC) Central Committee stated that we should adhere to the basic policy
of family planning, actively address the aging issue, and implement the general two-child policy; on May 3 1st,
2021, the Political Bureau of Communist Party of China Central Committee announced to allow each couple
to have up to three children. This policy will improve the age structure of the population and increase the

overall vitality of society.

3. How Old Are You?

We learned in this lesson that to find out someone’s age you say “{74~F % & (Ni jinnian dud da)”.
However, this may not be formal or respectful enough when the person in question is older, say someone in
his 80s. The very formal and respectful way to ask one’s age is to add %2 (nidnji) after % X (dud dd) and
change {1 (ni) to the honorific form #£ (nin) as in “#E4A~F % X F 22 (Nin jinnidn dud da nidnji, How old
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are you)™.

If someone says “I am eighty-five”, take the number with a grain of salt. He could be only 84, even 83,
depending on how his age 1s calculated. According to the traditional Chinese method of age calculation, a
baby is one year old when he is born, and becomes two after the first New Year on the lunar calendar. So if a
baby is born in December, he would be two on the first day of the first lunar month even though he is only a
month old! One’s age derived from this method of calculation is called E # (xGsui, nominal age). Since the
official adoption of Gregorian calendar in the People’s Republic of China in 1949, the /& % method has been
largely abolished by the urban population in favor of the Western method of age calculation (3£ ¥ shisui or &
# 20sui, actual age). But the traditional method is kept alive in smaller towns and rural areas. People use i %
and 3£ ¥ alternately, but younger generations prefer the latter.

[s it appropriate to ask someone’s age? It depends. Young people do not mind being asked how old they
are, and men generally are less sensitive about this question. But women, especially older women (and that can
be someone merely in her 40s!), do not appreciate this question. Hence, in principle, refrain from asking ladies

about their ages and direct your curiosity to something else.

— COMPARE AND CONNECT

* How is one’s age calculated in your culture? Was it done difterently in the past? Do you know why

it was done that way? And what prompted the change if there was a change?

* Does a given way of age calculation reflect certain belief or philosophy of its culture? What does it
tell you about Chinese culture?

* How many children do average families have in your culture or community? Do people prefer large
family or small family, and why?

* Do you have siblings? If you could choose, would you want siblings? What are the advantages and

disadvantages of being the only child?
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W 71953 | Guided Listening .

Studying the cultural notes prior to listening to the audio clips provides context and
thus helps you understand the dialogues better. Do not feel discouraged if there are words
you don’t understand. Focus on what information you do get that enables you to grasp the

general direction of the dialogue and answer the questions that follow.

» 1. How Old Is Your Sister?

Answer the following questions based on the audio clip.

( 1 ) Who just had a birthday?

( 2 ) What is the birthday person’s stated age? And real age?

( 3 )How old is the boy?

@ 2. Do You Have Siblings?

Answer the following questions based on the audio clip.

( 1 ) Does the man have an elder sister?

( 2 ) Does the man want an elder sister?

( 3 ) Does the man have any siblings?

( 4 ) What siblings does the man desire?
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1. What Office Is This?

The pictures below are offices in China. Can you circle the characters that help you Identify the
place? Write the English equivalent on the line.

https://www.purpleculture.net
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2. BBKF4E (WS Shi Daxuéshéng)

AMEE, RFEA, K45FTA\Y, RXF4E, KEAWCA, €&, &
i, —ANFHfeh, REEALT, BBAFE, AFLWENH, SF T4, £
A KfHHGEBA (dou) RAA+—F5, REAFTT, LA A4,

Read the above paragraph, and answer the following questions.

( 1 ) What is the narrator’s family name?

( 2 ) What is her nationality / place of origin?

( 3 ) How many people are there in her family? And who are they?

( 4 ) What are her parents’ occupations?

( 5 ) What does her brother do? (hint: ¥ + % 4% . This is the same ¥ as in ¥ [@, literally meaning

“the middle kingdom™ .)

( 6 ) How old is her brother?

( 7 ) When is her brother’s birthday?

( 8 ) When is the narrator’s birthday?

( 9 ) From the context, can you guess what the word #f (colored) might mean?
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I Integrated Tasks .

Uask 1 (Interview): My Familyj
~

Interview a classmate and find out the following information about his/her family.

Person Name Place of Origin | Age & Birthday Occupation

Your classmate

Dad

Mom

Sibling 1

Sibling 2

Sibling 3

E‘ask 2 (Narrative): My Friend’s Familyj
~

Organize the above information into a short narrative. Use the narrative in Guided Reading
as a model. Present your narrative to the class.
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1. Pronunciation Exercises

Read aloud the following.

O dtnl]

(1)da/ta tie / lig néng / léng
( 2 )didan / nian nie / lie tang / dang
(3 )ne&i/lei ddo / tdo dud / lud
@ [z, C,5Vs. |, q, :a::
(1)qi/ci jla/ 2d xlé / sé
(2)]iG/ci xiting / sding jibng / 28ng
(3 )qing/ séng qun / cdn qudn / xudn
C) [zh, ch, sh, rvs. |, q, :a:.
( 1)réng/ chéng jiéin / zhén xun / shun
(2 )jdan/zhidn xué / jué juan / quan
( 3 )chéng / réng xn / slin xido / shdo
0 | Neutral tone
(1) yéye ndinai jitijiu
(2) yizi zhuozi kudizi

2. Tongue Twister

Please practice reading the tongue twister. Try to read it several times and go faster each time while

keeping your tones right.

Bdl shi da bdi td,

8 & i 9 %, With white stones we build a white pagoda.
Bai ta bai shi da,

g 3% g .4 i, The white pagoda is made of white stones.
Dahdo bdi shitd,

#H4F G ,'Eig-,, When the white pagoda 1s complete,

Shita bai you da.

A¥ag L X, It (the white pagoda) will be white and grand.
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«d 3. Pinyin Dictation

Please write down the initials, finals and tones that your instructor dictates to you,

(1) (2)
(3) (4)
(5)

https://www.purpleculture.net
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*u *" Radical: # (mu, tree) Structure: | . (left to right)
} % w

l I I =K+ F 10 strokes

..... H ‘]—, #x *H #:x #x .. - SCERREEE ,:g--" _','_.':-. .

ical: £ (shou, han ructure: |1 (left to ri
®opE pE o LV e

Radical: ~~ (midn, roof)  Structure: - (above to below)

S
ﬁl '%% % 1%: 4 R 10 strokes
| =

T EEE R R TR

Radical: 2= (fu, father) Structure: ;- (above to below)

%: Y+ 8 strokes

,._f’m_w
o
&

, ........ .L ,_/"f _,::)‘N.. ,ﬁ__.%\. ,éqn’y... _,?(n\.. : . :

> @ - - Radical: ; (shui, water) Structure:  (left to right)
- — . .
‘ﬁ v~ / X }:‘[»."L._: ¢ E_ 7 strokes

T NSV N I Pl T 7 T Y
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