China’s
Metamorphosis:

Global Perspectives
RRAETFEHE

£ 4. =ZW3E (Jiang Liping )
BlEHK: S B (Yue Qi)

ﬁ X ET KRG K paat

BEIJING LANGUAGE AND CULTURE
UNIVERSITY PRESS

https://www.purpleculture.net


http://www.purpleculture.net

“Sweet, Your Smile Is as Sweet as Honey”

Colorful Cheongsams
I Like Chinese Kung Fu Robes
I Have the Same Set of Clothes as Jackie Chan
From “China’s Li-Ning” to “the World’s Li-Ning™
Which Do You Prefer, Tea or Coffee?
“Meat” in a Vegetarian Restaurant
A Happy “Foodie”
The “Hottest” Chinese Woman
10 Years Eating in China
Safety in Beijing
My Beijing Dream
Foreigners’ Impressions of Hutongs
A Letter to Granny
Shanghai Memories
The Changes to Taxis in Beijing
A Walk Through Yiwu to See the Changes
Slow and Fast: China Speed
Walking into a New Dawn on the First Rays of the Morning Sun
An Experience of the Spring Festival Travel Rush
“If You Fail to Reach the Great Wall,
Then You’re Not a True Man”
The Imperial Palace: Growing Younger
Bridges—The Witnesses to Change
Searching for the Chinese Dream
The “Sought-after Quintessence” in the Greater Bay Area
From Bruce Lee’s Kung Fu Movies to The Wandering Earth
“Ambassador” Tchiegue’s “Face-painted Life”
I Want to Star in the Spring Festival Gala
My Chinese Dream and Chinese Family

https://www.purpleculture.net

12
16
18
20
24
28
32
34
38
40

48
S
56
60
64
68
72

76
80

86
88
90
94
98
102


http://www.purpleculture.net

T

LTI A "‘-'_"i‘E_-'H'-I_.:I-i-_*l:
k i g

-

“China Yao” 106
From a Sales Champion to an Entrepreneur 110
Smart Life in Beijing 114
“Made in China” and the Perceptions Thereof 118
The “Unseen and Untouched” 122
Shanghai—A City of Hope 124

HmEEIN 130

https://www.purpleculture.net


http://www.purpleculture.net

https://www.purpleculture.net


http://www.purpleculture.net

Hwang Lanah (Republic
of Korea)

“Sweet, your smile is as sweet as honey,
Just like flowers blooming in the breeze,
The sweet spring breeze...”

When I was young, my mom used to sing this Chinese song Sweet as Honey"
and tell me this was one of the most popular songs in China that was also

well liked in South Korea. Every time I heard the song, my lips would curl

1 Sweet as Honey, or Tianmimi in Chinese, is a well-known song performed by Teresa Teng.
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Y “Sweet, Your Smile Is as Sweet as Honey”

into a smile and a “sweet” feeling would come over me.
[ couldn’t wait to go to China one day and get close to

this “sweet” country.

In 1999, when I was 12, I heard that Chinese young
people really liked Korean fashion and called it “Korean
Wave” (EE7iii). At the same time, Hong Kong movies
became popular in South Korea. The Hong Kong movie
[ remember most clearly was Comrades: Almost a Love
Story. Accompanied by the familiar song of Sweet as
Honey, the smile of Chinese actress Maggie Cheung
touched my heart. From her undefiled beauty of 1986 to
her gorgeous costumes of 1997, Maggie Cheung’s image
had changed a lot, but to me, she would always remain

sweet.

The scene where Li Qiao (Maggie) is sitting on the
back of Li Xiaojun’s (Leon Lai’s) bike, with the wind

gently blowing against her face and her beautiful sweet
smile, will always remain in my heart. Her smiling face was the first Chinese
woman’s face I had seen and it was this face that strengthened my initial

yearning for China.

In 2007, I came to China for the first time to study. Walking around the
campus I could clearly see the youthfulness and vitality of the Chinese
students. I realized the girls here didn’t put much make-up on. Their plain
faces had the typical pure sweet beauty of Chinese girls and were full of hope
and expectation. We Korean girls would never walk around with plain faces.
We longed for perfection in our looks and clothing, so our make-up was
exquisite. On campus, we turned heads, and everyone could see from just a

glance that we were Koreans.
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I remember in winter that year, I was in a dress waiting for a bus at the bus stop and
a Chinese uncle looked at me curiously and asked, “Girl, are you not freezing?” He
probably thought I was the most scantily clad person in all of Beijing that day!

[ also remember one of my Chinese classmates telling me that only the Korean
boys would wear their baseball caps in class, and he couldn’t understand it. I
explained to him that in South Korea, this was actually a kind of style and had
nothing to do with practicality. The Chinese have a saying, “Clothes make the

man.” We Koreans also have a saying, “Clothes are a person’s wings.”

I returned to China in 2017 as a foreign teacher at my old university. I
realized that “whether or not people wear caps, whether or not girls wear
make-up on campus or how much people wear in winter” can no longer be
used as the standard to differentiate between Chinese and Korean young
people. My Chinese students told me that almost all of them had been abroad
on holiday or as exchange students, because “Knowledge comes from books
and experiencing the world.” I observed that both their looks and clothes

were confident and stylish, and their brilliant smiles had personality.
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In 2019, I returned to China again and walked into my favorite university
to do a PhD in Chinese studies. Seeing all the youthful faces and colorful
clothes of the Chinese young people made me happy. The pure smile of Li
Qiao (Maggie Cheung) in 1986, the confident smiles of the young women
and the happy and fulfilled smiles of the women dancing in the square all
appeared in my mind. What kind of China and what kind of Beijing is this?
Chinese people and foreigners, Beijingers and outsiders, old-fashioned and
modern people, with all their different lifestyles and faces, filled with hope
for the future, are joined together, adding beauty to this modern capital. The

beautiful song, Sweet as Honey, once again fills my mind:
“Where, where have I seen you before?

It’s as if flowers are blooming in the spring breeze.

Ah, in my dream...

It was you, it was you,

It was you that [ saw in my dream...”
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