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The Contribution of Mr. Zhengzhang Shangfang’s Archaic Chinese Phonology to
the Study of Chinese Prosody
— Deeply Cherish the Memory of Mr. Zhengzhang Shangfang
Shi, Xiangdong
College of Chinese Language and Culture, Nankai University
Research Center for Linguistic Sciences, Tianjin University

Abstract: Mr. Zhengzhang Shangfang’s outstanding contribution to linguistics is multifaceted,
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one of which is his contribution to Chinese prosody. His construction of archaic
Chinese phonology, which takes rhyme as the unit, has laid a theoretical foundation
for the analysis of archaic Chinese monosyllabic foot and provided a powerful
theoretical weapon for the analysis of the word formation, grammar and poetic
prosody of archaic Chinese. Zhengzhang Shangfang studied the restrictive effect of
prosody on vocabulary, syntax and tone sandhi in Wenzhou dialect, which pointed out
a new way for further studies of dialects.

Keywords: Zhengzhang Shangfang; archaic Chinese phonology; Chinese dialect; prosody
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