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Directions for Use

China Focus is a set of comprehensive Chinese teaching materials specially designed for
the Chinese audiovisual-speaking course. The video clips are extracted from contemporary
Chinese social hot issues, feature programs, news, sitcoms, documentaries, talk shows,
interviews, entertainment programs, films and TV plays, micro films, advertisements, songs, etc.
Using abundant online video resources, it builds a natural-language-based classroom teaching
environment. It promotes students’ cognitive development through virtual teaching situations,
catering to their interest and self-development needs. It thus further explores students’ internal
motivation, stimulating their learning initiative, giving full play to the Chinese audiovisual-
speaking course’s function of being a window to the society, and promoting the integration of

language learning and cultural understanding.

Target Users

This set of materials is designed for undergraduates majoring in Chinese language, non-
degree students taking short-term or long-term language programs, and students of other language
training institutions. Teachers can develop a personalized assortment of teaching materials based
on the themes they are interested in, which can either be independently used in an audiovisual-
speaking course, or as exercise materials in a comprehensive class, speaking class, listening class

and other classes.

Objectives

Taking students’ interest, life experience and cognition into consideration, this set of materials
advocates learning through experience, practice, participation and cooperation. It pays attention
to the development of students’ overall language abilities and autonomous learning competence,
making language learning a process that develops students’ autonomous learning strategies and

cross-cultural consciousness.

Structure
China Focus

It is designed using the “1+1” structure. In terms of its content arrangement, it not only
ensures every unit contains a considerable amount of language points and cultural content,
but also pays attention to teaching the functions of language items, without neglecting the
comprehensive presentation of the stylistic features of spoken Chinese and the gradual
transition to written Chinese.

\Y%
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China Focus

1 theme-based scene + 1 group of functional words and

Elementary Level I & 11
sentences

1 sitcom (short film) + 1 interview or news talk (i.e. “talking

Intermediate Level I & 1T '
about news”)

Advanced Level I & 11 1 topic (feature program) + 1 news broadcast

This set of materials is divided into six levels, each of which is composed of several themes,
encompassing society, economy, culture, education, life, love, and art. Several course modules are
designed under each theme. By using the teaching video corpus, the original language data are
collected and stored. It also sets up the sorting parameters in four dimensions, i.e., communication,
language, culture, and strategy. It then remarks on and processes the selected video-based language
data based on the grading standards, so as to effectively control the difficulty of the language data,
and ensure that the practice and evaluation of teaching are not groundless.

Following the pre-class, in-class and post-class goals, each unit of the course is divided
into six parts, i.e., warm-up, intensive watching and listening, extensive watching and listening,
enjoying the song, language practice, and learning notes. It gives a balanced consideration to the
functions, scenes, topics, language points and culture, and provides well-targeted language input
and output exercises on the vocabulary, sentence patterns, text structures, and forms of expression

involved.

Suggested Use

* Each lesson takes about four class hours. Since it is a comprehensive course, it should
follow the principles of “focusing on brief explanation and frequent exercises” and “providing
language input before output™.

* Vocabulary is learned through previews and exercises. Students don’t need to rigidly adhere
to word differentiation and other details.

* Language notes are selected based on the texts. The teacher doesn’t need to excessively
emphasize the explanation of systematic grammar rules, but rather integrates example sentences to
make students practice repeatedly by reading after the teacher or reading aloud.

* Reading aloud, retelling, making dialogues imitating the tones, role-play, group discussion,
and other forms are employed to achieve language output.

* Surveys, interviews and other forms are employed for language practice, so as to extend the

classroom and develop students’ autonomous learning.

V
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* Cultural links focus on the introduction to China’s national condition and cultural
characteristics. The teacher doesn’t need to develop excessive discussions.

* The song can be played and enjoyed in or after class based on the course schedule.

* The learning notes can improve students’ cognition of vocabulary and their abilities to
extract and summarize language structures and to evaluate themselves.

* By scanning the QR codes, one can watch the videos online. One can also visit Www.

chinafocus.net.cn to search the information online.
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Expectations

During the process of designing this set of materials, the ideas of software engineering are
employed. From analyzing the users’ (students’) needs to developing the products, brand-new
ideas are provided to design the ecological system of teaching materials. Semi-structured and
open-ended design structures are adopted for the overall framework. Teachers who use the teaching
materials are encouraged to join the course development team instead of being merely “spectators”
or “performers”, thus developing the interactions among students, teachers, teaching materials,
authors, and the publisher. The innovation of the teaching materials pushes forward the reform in
curriculum provision and model of instruction, speeding up the application of the research findings
of the audiovisual-speaking course to the teaching practice and promoting the overall development
of Chinese international education. Please contact us at mail@chinafocus.net.cn to contribute

your work.

Thanks go to Sohu.com and the copyright holders of pertinent works in this set. Feel free to
scan the QR codes to register for Sohu Video and watch the videos online. As for the copyright
holders who we failed to contact, please reach the chief writer of the series via email at toddy@

chinafocus.net.cn.
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