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To Readers

SmartCat Graded Chinese Readers is a series of Chinese language learning materials
developed specially for young learners aged from 10 to 18 years old. There are four levels in
this series (grading standards can be found on the back cover). The concept of the series is
to approach language learning with a holistic, all-encompassing attitude. Under the guidance
of teachers, students will be able to make a breakthrough with their Chinese reading ability,
then expanding into listening, speaking, writing and performing skills. SmartCat has six
distinguishing features:

1. Original stories that are easy to read. SmartCat’s most notable feature is the diverse
and original stories, containing tales of true friendships, hazy stories of love and suspenseful
plots ... Employing simple language and intriguing plots, they are fresh and modern Chinese
learning resources that are easy to read.

2. Diverse accompanying audio materials. All the stories are accompanied by a variety
of audio materials: clear and articulate renditions read at slower speed, normal speed
versions split by character, as well as the versions with the ambient sounds of the scenes
taking place within them. These can be accessed and chosen by scanning the QR code
found on the back cover of the book — they’re sure to surprise you!

3. In line with and widely covering the syllabus. The SmartCat series largely covers
the 2015 New Edition HSK Examination Syllabus; within the stories of Level 1, all the 150
Chinese words, the grammar points of the 12 categories in the syllabus, as well as the
topics of the 3 main categories and 15 subcategories are covered.

4. Scientific layout with frequent repetitions. The stories are arranged in the fashion
of an “upwards spiral”, gradually increasing in difficulty, with new vocabulary and important
words regularly repeating.

5. Plentiful resources online and offline. We have created a dedicated online resource
platform for SmartCat, found at www.blcup.com/smartcat. Using a mobile phone or computer,
students can login and listen to the recordings online, read along with the stories, and can
also use a vocabulary studying system to learn the new words. Each book contains exercises,
answer key and English translation as convenient references for the students.

6. Highly practical guidance in reading. Each story is accompanied by a Reading
Guidance Handbook, providing complete step-by-step teaching guidance and varied
instructional resources. The handbook helps teachers to make the most of the reading
materials, and provides a convenient path for those who are studying independently as well.
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Try to read aloud the following sentences.
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Find the missing words.
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