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Sericulture and silk craftsmanship of China
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Silk is a name card of Chinese culture throughout the world. In a
considerably long period, the art of silk weaving was only known by the
Chinese people, and people in other areas had even thought that the silk
was grown on the trees. Though they had realized the magic works of
silkworms later, they couldn’t reproduce the beauty and exquisiteness of the
Chinese silk. The complex and elaborate silk weaving skill was originated

in China, and epitomizes the wisdom of the ancient Chinese.
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The weaving art of mulberry silk
fabrics consists of mulberry planting,
silkworm rearing, silk reeling and
embroidery, all of which linked with
one another. The mulberry, a common
plant in China, can produce the
favorite food—its fresh leaves—for
silkworms. After having the mulberry
leaves, the silkworms will spin cocoons.
The silkworm raisers gather the
cocoons, and then boil them in the
hot water, extract its fibers and at last
twist them into lines, which is weaved
into all kinds of silk works by skilled
craftsmen after a series of fabrication

processes.
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The traditional silk reeling by handcraft
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Just as the farmers worshipping the land Gods, the professional silkworm
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raisers show great gratitude to the silkworms. In every spring festival, in the
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region of Taihu Lake, the main silk producing area, the silkworm raisers
will invite opera troupes home to play the opera "the story of the silkworm
Goddess"to wish a good harvest for the following year. During the Tomb-
sweeping Day, the female silkworm raisers come together from all directions
with mulberry flowers on their heads, worshipping the goddess of silkworm and

praying for a good harvest of cocoons, this lively party is called "Silkworm Fair".
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The exuberant flowers and newly-hatched silkworms

Shanghai The new year painting "Xiaojiaochang Fair"
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Craftsmanship of Nanjing Yunjin brocade
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Artisans use mulberry silk weaving skills to create various silks.
Among them, craftsmanship of Nanjing Yunjin brocade represents the
highest achievement of the Han nationality brocade. The materials used
for the Nanjing Yunjin Brocade are exquisite, mainly including threads
of silk, gold or silver thread, even feathers from peacocks or other birds
and beasts. With fine weaving, gorgeous patterns and riotous colors, the
Najing Yunjin Brocade forms its unique style and gets the name "Yunjin"
since it is as splendid and glorious as the clouds in the sky. The Nanjing
Yunjin Brocade, together with the Shu brocade of Chengdu, the Song
brocade of Suzhou, and the Zhuang brocade of Guangxi, is known as "the

four famous brocades of China" and it has a history of almost 1600 years.
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To weave a piece of brocade,
two workers need to cooperate on
the wooden loom called Dahualou.
The worker upstairs pulls up the
warps according to the pattern, and
the weaving worker downstairs uses
the woof tubes of different colors to
revolve around the warps to weave a
complete woof. The unique weaving
art of Yunjin brocade is called "the

warps connected and the wefts

cracked".
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Despite its thick colors, the
Yunjin brocade doesn't look gaudy at
all. The secret to achieve this visual
effect lies in a kind of ornament called
"chromatic halo”. When observing the
most common flower pattern, you will
notice shade of color dark or thin in
the same flower. It is this very variation
of colors that gives rhythm to colors,
which makes flowers not only look
real, but also go well with the base
color and other patterns, achieving the

whole effect of solemnity, elegance,

and liveliness.

The Blooming Lotus and Nine Carps  Nanjing Yunjin Brocade
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