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As a product of the second generation of the Practical Chinese Reader series, New Practical
Chinese Reader (NPCR) is a series of comprehensive Chinese textbooks compiled at the beginning
of the 21st century for adult beginners who are native English speakers or who use English as their
language of instruction. This is the third edition of NPCR, mainly targeting students at overseas

universities, Confucius Institutes, and high schools. It may also be used for study on one’s own.

A Popular Chinese Language Textbook Series Used Worldwide

Ever since its publication in 2002 as a key textbook series planned by the Office of the Chinese
Language Council International (a.k.a., Hanban), it has been well received by students and teachers of
Chinese all over the world. It was first published with annotations and translations in four languages:
English, Russian, Thai, and Spanish. In 2009, with the strong support of Hanban/Confucius Institute
Headquarters, a beginner-level Chinese language textbook, was added to NPCR, annotated and translated
into nine languages: English, French, German, Russian, Spanish, Arabic, Japanese, Korean, and Thai,
which were published one after another. At the same time, we partially revised the English edition and
published the 2nd edition from volumes 1 to 4. At the present time, from North and South America,
East and West Europe to Australia, from Asia to Africa, there are a large number of users of the 1st and
2nd editions. For example, the number of copies of the Spanish edition sold in 2014 was six times the
number in 2009. Over the past 12 years, all the first volumes of various editions have altogether been
reprinted 31 times. Some countries also bought the copyrights of NPCR. All these indicate that New
Practical Chinese Reader, like its previous generation Practical Chinese Reader in 1980s to 1990s, is
one of the most widely used and influential basic Chinese language teaching materials. In 2010, NPCR

won the Award for Outstanding International Chinese Language Teaching Materials.

Teaching Goals

The teaching goals of this series of textbooks are to gradually develop students’ ability to use
Chinese through the study of its structure, functions, and related cultural knowledge, as well as the
training in listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills. The textbooks will cultivate students’ cross-
cultural communicative skills and raise their multicultural awareness, and at the same time help students
master some strategies for learning the Chinese language, and increase their interest in learning the
language.

The whole set consists of six volumes. Volumes 1 to 4 are at the basic level, focusing on the
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interesting stories of the lives of a few young foreign students in China and their friendships and
interactions with their Chinese friends and teachers. Volumes 1 and 2 introduce Chinese customs and
culture relevant to some Chinese expressions and ideas within the setting of campus and daily life.
Volumes 3 and 4 encourage cultural comparisons and discussions on the topics that young students are
interested in. Upon completing the four volumes, students will have a good command of the fundamental
structures and functions to express themselves, and may reach Level 4 or 5 of the new HSK (Hanyu
Shuiping Kdoshi — Chinese Proficiency Test). Volumes 5 and 6 are at the intermediate level, with the
contents reflecting various aspects of Chinese society, embodying the current situation and traditional
culture in China. In addition to expanding and deepening the teaching of vocabulary and grammar,
the teaching of linguistic structures emphasizes complex sentences and paragraphs, which will help to
develop students’ ability to understand and use high-intermediate functions and topics, especially their
communicative competence to express themselves using sentences extensively. After that, students’

Chinese proficiency may reach Level 5 or 6 of the new HSK.

The Concept for Compiling and Revising NPCR

Recently, a new situation, an unprecedented advancement in the teaching and learning of Chinese
as an international language, has emerged. Theories and methods of second language teaching have
also undergone new developments. Many of these changes have led to the creation of the 3rd edition of
NPCR.

The compilation and revision of this series of textbooks aim at producing a series of textbooks
that are “easier to learn” for students and “easier to use” for teachers. The 3rd edition carries on the fine
tradition in China of teaching Chinese as a foreign language for over half a century. It absorbs the new
findings in theories and methods in language teaching in China and abroad, particularly emphasizing the
research in the patterns of Chinese language teaching itself. It maintains the pedagogy of “the integration
of structure, function and culture” that embodies the characteristics of Chinese language teaching.
We believe that firmly mastering the structure of a language is the foundation of developing the use
of a language. This requires numerous drills and exercises to obtain the four basic skills of listening,
speaking, reading, and writing. It should also help adult learners to understand the necessary grammar
and rules to form phrases and make sentences. As for a “genuine foreign language” like Chinese,
which is entirely different from most students’ mother tongues according to the language families, it
is particularly important to emphasize the study and mastery of pronunciation, vocabulary, sentence
patterns, grammar, and discourse, etc. It is essential to pay close attention to the principle of going
from simple to complex, from easy to difficult, with constant repetition. Only then can learning become
simpler and smoother. A language textbook should also help students understand the culture and society
of the target language, thereby better communicating in that language. These are the main principles for

compiling and revising NPCR.

VI -
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New Features of the 3rd Edition

Having been revised, the 3rd edition emphasizes learners’ initiative and creativity in learning,
continuously motivating them and giving them a sense of achievement. Each lesson has a Warm-up
section added at the beginning, and a Self-evaluation section at the end.

The 3rd edition emphasizes learning by doing, strengthening classroom interactions and
collaborative learning; while insisting on the teaching of linguistic structures, it gives priority to
communicative and task-oriented activities.

The part of the Text of the 3rd edition offers present-day contents, and is more interesting and
more suitable for the needs of the learners. The topics are more focused and explicit; the linguistic
functions are more clear-cut and practical; the language is authentic and natural. The most commonly
used vocabulary has been chosen, and more supplementary words are added. The arrangement of the
Language Points is more logical, with stress on the difficulties and key points in the language. More
emphasis is given to the coordination of mechanical drills, communicative activities, and task-oriented
exercises. The contents are arranged by categories, making it convenient for students to select a section
based on their needs.

The revised NPCR can be used as comprehensive Chinese textbooks for foreign students who
major in Chinese or take Chinese as an elective. Each volume has 10 lessons (the first volume also has
two optional preparatory lessons on phonetics). Each lesson requires approximately 4-5 class sessions.

One volume can be completed in one semester.

The Layout of the 3rd Edition Textbook

Introduction to Phonetics

It is extremely important that students, from the very beginning, pay attention to the pronunciation
and tones of the Chinese language. The 3rd edition contains two preparatory lessons on phonetics. In
addition to teaching phonetics systematically, these two lessons provide many exercises on initials, finals
and tones, as well as some daily conversations and classroom expressions (N.B.: These two lessons don’t
teach any grammar or sentence patterns. The teaching of the linguistic structures starts from Lesson 1).
The basic knowledge of Chinese characters is introduced concurrently. Teachers may decide how to

teach these two preparatory lessons based on the specific needs of their students.
Main Lessons

1. Warm-up
At the beginning of each lesson, there are two probing questions to stimulate the interest of

students, leading them into the lesson.

- VII
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2. Text

This section provides necessary topics and typical scenes for students to learn and use basic
structures and functions of the Chinese language. The Text highlights the functions and repeats the
linguistic structures in this lesson. The Text in Volumes 1 and 2 primarily uses the format of dialogues
(two in each text) to strengthen listening and speaking, two of the overall requirements of the four
language skills at the basic level. In the Text, Hanyu Pinyin and Chinese characters appear together,
going from heavy use of pinyin to gradually reducing the reliance on it.

New Words

Each lesson analyzes the morphemes (characters) which make up each word, making it easy for
students to understand and memorize, and thereby helps them to grasp the rules of word formation. At
the same time, through various word combinations, they are reinforced to master the usage of the new
words.

Notes

The main contents explain the usage of the words, introduce the necessary cultural background and
knowledge, and supplement the previously learned grammatical points. Some sentences whose grammar
has not yet been covered are accompanied by translation to help students understand.

3. Language Points

Key Sentences

They embody the main language structures and functions of the lesson, which must be thoroughly
mastered.

Grammar

Focusing on the characteristics and difficulties of the Chinese language, this section gives necessary
explanations for the main language structures that appear in the lesson. It stresses the regular patterns
of the sentences instead of systematical presentation of the grammar. After each point is explained,
exercises, although may be mechanical, are immediately provided to reinforce students’ understanding
of the point in question. The relatively complex grammatical points and vocabulary usages are often
introduced using several lessons and are not meant to be taught all in one lesson ahead of time. Each
text repeats, as much as possible, the main language points of the previous lesson. Each volume has
one or two summaries of the grammar covered so far, helping students to progressively review all the
grammatical points already studied.

4. Practice and Application

Supplementary Words

This section closely coordinates with the content of the Text and expands related vocabulary,
facilitating communicative and task-oriented classroom activities, and allows students to absorb the

supplementary words according to their ability.
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Pronunciation Drills

In view of the characteristics and difficulties of pronunciation in Mandarin for foreign students, this
section places special emphasis on practicing challenging sounds, reinforcing students’ achievements in
the pronunciation skills they have acquired.

Conversation Practice

Building upon the topic and main linguistic functions of the lesson, this section allows students to
use the grammatical structures learned to conduct meaningful conversations.

Listening and Repeating

This section, based on the topic and main linguistic functions of the lesson, facilitates the
application of the grammatical structures learned through listening and speaking exercises in different
scenarios.

Reading Comprehension

Using short narrative passages to repeat the already learned sentence patterns and vocabulary, this
section focuses on training in paragraph comprehension and smooth expression.

Task and Activity

Based on the drills and the meaningful exercises, this section provides more communicative and
task-oriented activities, developing students’ ability to use Chinese in a variety of ways.

Writing Exercise

Due to the characteristics of the Chinese language, the progress in reading and writing is generally
more difficult than listening and speaking, of which writing is the most difficult. Writing should be
learned from the very beginning, starting with writing Chinese characters, new words, expressions, and
through the integration of reading and writing, gradually progress from guided writing to free writing.

5. Chinese Characters

This section emphasizes the importance of teaching Chinese character components by introducing
the composition of a character and writing rules, thus assisting students to recognize and write
characters, gradually reducing the difficulty of learning Chinese characters.

6. Cultural Knowledge

This section is first introduced in the students’ mother tongue or intermediary language so that they
can gain insight into the cultural information related to and necessary for their language studies. As their
proficiency in Chinese improves, cultural knowledge will be incorporated more and more in the Text in
Chinese.

7. Self-evaluation

This section checks students’ progress in the lesson.

Besides, a section Fun with Chinese is added at the end of each lesson to increase the interest in

learning Chinese and to stimulate students to think about the special features of the Chinese language.

- IX
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Supplementary Resources

The Workbook is primarily for students to do exercises while out of class. In addition to Chinese
character exercises, there are exercises on pronunciation, sentence patterns, and vocabulary, as well
as comprehensive skill training in listening, speaking, reading, and writing. There are also some
communicative and task-oriented activities.

The Instructor’s Manual gives suggestions for the goals, steps, methods, and so on for teaching
each lesson, and also explains the teaching materials. It introduces the relevant knowledge about
phonetics, grammar, and vocabulary in detail, and provides teaching plans and supplementary materials
as references for teachers.

The Companion Reader strengthens the input of the Chinese language and develops reading skills,
repeating and applying the language structures learned in class.

The Tests and Quizzes provides a quiz for each lesson, as well as a mid-term test and a final exam.
All these facilitate teachers’ preparations for classroom teaching, testing and students’ self-testing.

Online Resources provide teaching plans, courseware files, and answer keys to the exercises and so
on to be shared by all users.

The platform for online courses helps teachers to teach; at the same time it provides computerized
classroom and student management, facilitating students’ online learning and interaction. This online

platform allows the global NPCR users’ exchanges and interactions to happen.
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PART ONE ........................................... 1

* Knowledge about Phonetics

1. The basic sounds in Mandarin
2. Initials: b, p, m, f, d, t, n, and |
3. Single finals: a, 0, e, i, u, and U
4. Tones: The four basic tones

5. The neutral tone

PART TWO oo 5

* Knowledge about Phonetics

1. Initials: g, k, and h

2. Front-sonorant compound finals:
ai, ei, 0o, and ou

3. Finals with nasal endings: an, en,
ang, eng, and ong

4. Third tone sandhi

PART THREE oo 9

* Knowledge about Phonetics

1. Initials: zh, ch, sh, and r

2. The final: -i[1]

3. Finals that begin with u: ua, uo,
uai, uei, uan, uen, uang, and ueng

PART FOUR oo 12

* Knowledge about Phonetics

1. The tone sandhi of “yT —” (one)

2. Summary of the spelling rules (1):
Rules for separation of syllables

3. Brief review of phonetics (1)

% Chinese Characters

1. The origin of Chinese characters
2. The basic strokes of Chinese
characters
3. Basic rules for the stroke order and the
way of writing Chinese characters
* Cultural Knowledge

Chinese and Putonghud (Mandarin)

PART ONE ......................................... 21

* Knowledge about Phonetics

1. Initials: j, g, and x

2. Finals that begin with i: ia, ie, ico,
iou, ian, in, iang, and ing
Finals that begin with u: Ue, Uan,
uin, and iong

PART TWOQ v 25

* Knowledge about Phonetics

1. Initials: z. c, and s
2. The final: -i[]

PART THREE v 28

* Knowledge about Phonetics

1. The final: er
2. The retroflex ending
3. The tone sandhi of “bu R (not)

PART FOUR v 31

* Knowledge about Phonetics

1. Summary of the spelling rules (2):
Rules for the omission of syllables
2. Brief review of phonetics (2)

* Chinese Characters

1. Compound strokes of Chinese
characters (I)
2. Chinese radicals: . %

* Cultural Knowledge

Chinese Characters and Hanyl PinyTn
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Lesson Title Topic

1. Daily greetings
' 2. Asking about one’s name
3. Greetings

How have you been lately = Greetings
: 4. Greeting others

- 1.Greetings

. 2. Introducing others
: 3. Asking someone’s surname
Introduction 4. Asking about one’s nationality
: 5. Saying goodbye

6. Identifying items

7. Asking about one’s likes

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Which country do you
come from

1. Asking about one’s family
How many people are Famil 2. Asking about one’s profession
there in your family Y 3. Entertaining guests

4. Asking about one’s age (1)

1. Talking about studying (1)
What time do you have Stud 2. Making a date
class tomorrow Y 3. Asking about time (1)

4. Asking about one’s major

..................................................................................................................................

. Talking about the date

. Expressing an apology

. Expressing regret

. Asking about one’s age (2)

. Congratulating someone on his/her birthday

Happy birthday toyou  Birihday

[ O R S

. Asking for directions

. Describing locations

. Consoling someone

. Expressing not hearing clearly or understanding
5. Asking about words you don’t understand

The library is to the north

. Directions
of the cafeteria

B W N —
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Language Points

Cultural

Chinese Characters Knowledge

1. Knowledge about Chinese Characters

1. Yes-no questions with “ma h”

2. A sentence with an adjectival predicate
' 3. The position of the adverb “y& 1> (also;
)

- 4. Word order in Chinese

- 1. A sentence with “shi J&” (to be) (1)
: 2. An interrogative sentence using a question |
© pronoun (1): “shénme {4 (what) or “nd
. B> (which) :
' 3. The conjunction “hé F1” (and) }
' 4. The position of the adverb “dou 4B (all;
' both)

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

- 1. A sentence with “yOu £ ” (to have)

2. A modifier expressing possession :
' 3. A numeral-measure-word compound as a
: modifier ;
4. An interrogative sentence using a question
. pronoun (2): “shéiifE” (who) or “ji JL” (how
. many) 1
- 5. The adverb “hdi i£” (1): Indicating “in
. addition” 1

1. Numbers from 11 to 100

2. How to tell time
' 3. A time word as an adverbial
4. A/An verb/adjective-not-verb/adjective question
| 5. A sentence with a verbal predicate

6. An elliptical question ending with “ne Wg”

1. Expressing the date and days of the week
- 2. A sentence with a nominal predicate :
: 3. A sentence with a two-object verbal predicate !
©(1): “sdng %7 (to give as a gift) or “jido # 7
. (to teach) :
4. The adverb “jiti 5 > (1): Expressing emphasis
5. A sentence with a rising tone 1
- 6. Summary of grammar (1): Subject,
predicate, object, modifier, and adverbial

2. Chinese Radicals: | . H

(1) Components of Chinese characters Chinese
(2) The interrelationships between Characters
strokes in Chinese characters - and Simplified

(3) Compound strokes of Chinese Chinese

‘ characters (II) Characters

' 2. Chinese Radicals: { . 1 . #. i

- 1. Knowledge about Chinese Characters
The structure of Chinese characters :
(I): Left-right structure Types of Chinese

Top-bottom structure - Dictionaries

Enclosed structure

2. Chinese Radicals: ¥ . H

- 1. Knowledge about Chinese Characters Forms of Address

The structure of Chinese characters for Family
(II): Common left-right structure - Members and
: 2. Chinese Radicals: -, ~ Relatives

1. Knowledge about Chinese Characters

The structure of Chinese characters The Educational
(IIT): Common top-bottom structure : System of China

- 1. Knowledge about Chinese Characters

The structure of Chinese characters The Chinese
(IV): Common enclosure structure Zodiac

2. Chinese Radicals: # . +. A

1. Nouns of locality 1
' 2. A sentence with “zai 7E” (to be in/on/at) -
. indicating location ‘
3. A sentence with either “ydu 4 ” (there is/ !
" are; to have) or “shi J&” (to be) indicating
. existence
4. The prepositional construction (1): “gén #{”
- (with)/“g&i 457 (to; for) + Pronoun/Noun
1 5. Asking a question with -+ , hto ma 4
b9 op Ceenees , dul ma Xng? > :

1. Knowledge about Chinese Characters

The structure of Chinese characters The Local-style
(V): A compound character made of |  Dwellings in
two or more components China

2. Chinese Radicals: #~, ¥, £

http://www.purpleculture.net
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Lesson Title Topic Functions

- 1. Praise and response

. Asking about the price :
. Encountering a language problem and asking for :
help :
. Bargaining

. Paying for something

Making a request and giving permission

. Choosing clothes

. Settling a bill

\S]

How much is half a kilo of Shoboi
: opping

apples

. Urging someone to do something
. Apologizing

. Asking about someone’s health

. Expressing a need

. Expressing a possibility

. Registering in a hospital

. Talking about one’s health

. Treating an illness

Seeing a

| am not feeling well at all :
: doctor

[c N e R R O S

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

. Talking about the seasons and the weather
. Talking about one’s plans

. Suggesting an activity

. Asking about time (2)

. Talking about transportation

Seasons and !

It’s getting cool transportation

[ O S

. Talking about something that has happened
. Talking about someone who has changed

. Talking about a holiday

. Asking about one’s age (3)

. Holiday greetings

. Making a phone call

. Passing on someone’s regards

. Talking about studying (2)

Merry Christmas | Festivals

(o N e O S S

Appendix 2 Vocabulary Index (Simplified Chinese Characters vs Complex Chinese Characters)

Appendix 3 Character Index

Appendix 4 Map of the People’s Republic of China
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Cultural

Language Points Chinese Characters Knowledge Page

1. Numbers from 100 to 9,999 1
' 2. A sentence with an optative verb (1): “xiéing :
: A8 (would like) or “kéyi HJ LA (may; can) 1. Knowledge about Chinese Characters The Currency |
3. A sentence with a two-object verbal ! Locating Chinese characters in a . :
. o mt LA o oo P s | . . . of China Today: : 184

predicate (2): “géi 43 (to give), “wen[f]” (to | dictionary based on the radical . Rénminbi 1

ask), and “zh&o £ (to give change) 2. Chinese Radicals: 4 . % . %
| 4. An interrogative sentence with a question |

pronoun (3): “z&nme /&4 (how)
' 1. A sentence with a subject-predicate phrase

as the predicate 1
2. An interrogative sentence with a choice-type

duestion . . . 1. Knowledge about Chinese Characters '
: 3. A sentence with serial verbs (1): Expressing : Laeeiing Chfiness Chomeies i 3

! apurpose : . o
4. A sentence with an optative verb (2): dictionary based on pinyin

Traditional
Chinese 208
. . Medicine ‘
: 2. Chinese Radicals: 7. /. B
“yTinggai B %> (should), “ydo % (need; inese Radicals: 7* A a
| to want), and “néng fE” (can; to be able to)
| 5. The prepositional construction (2): “zti 7E”

(in/on/at) + Pronoun/Noun

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

1. The particle “le T at the end of a sentence (1): |
i Expressing change of status
© 2. A sentence with serial verbs (2): Expressing ‘
| means or manner 1. Knowledge about Chinese Characters
3. A sentence with an optative verb (3): “hui Pictophonetic characters The Climate of
| £x7(can; to be able to) and “k&néng AIfiE” | 2. Chinese Radicals: 7 . 7 . £, .| China :
i (possible) o :
| 4. An interrogative sentence with a question |
pronoun (4): “zénmeyang /&4 (How |
is/are...? / How about...?) ‘

: 1. The particle “le T at the end of asentence |
© (2): To confirm that something (has) !
happened ;
2. A pivotal sentence Chinese Radicals: & . % . F (left). Traditional ‘
| 3. Asking a question using “-+- , shi bushi ! R (right) © Chinese Festivals '
- RFRT 1 1 ‘
4. Summary of grammar (2): Four types 0f§

Chinese sentences and six types of questions

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

234

258

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,
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(Xin  Shiyong  Hanyu Kebén) hudnying n!

CBrge DL R A ) Wi 45 !

In the two lessons of Infroduction to Phonetics,
you'll come across the complete Chinese phonetic
system: 21 initials, 38 finals, 4 tones, and tone
sandhi in the flow of speech. When you have
learned * Hanyu pinyin X & # &", you can read
out any syllable in Chinese (There are only some
1,200 syllables in Chinese). Of course, these two
preparatory lessons only give you a phonetic
foundation. In each of the future lessons, we will
continue to practice the sounds and fones until you
can pronounce them as correctly as the Chinese do.

The purpose of learning phonetics is to
communicate, In these two lessons, you'll learn
16 sets of common dialogues and more than 30
classroom expressions and will also come across
many useful Chinese words and phrases.

What is extremely important is that you'll leam
14 most basic Chinese characters and come 1o
understand the strokes of Chinese characters and
the writing rules. These most basic characters can
help you leam the relatively complex characters and
leamn by heart more words and phrases.

Are you ready? Here we go!

http://www.purpleculture.net



Ni  hdo

1R %

Hello

Introduction to Phonetics

Chinese is a tonal and musical language. You will want to use accurate Mandarin
to communicate with Chinese. These two preliminary lessons will help you from the
very beginning to establish a sound foundation in phonetics. The picturesque Chinese
characters, one of the world’s oldest written languages sfill in use today, with more than
three thousand years of history, might have seemed quite mysterious to you. These
lessons will also tell you how to recognize and write Chinese characters, in a relatively easy
manner. In the current lesson, you will learn six basic characters. In addition, you will learn
how to say some essential daily expressions. Are you ready? Let’s begin.

& #8 WARM-UP

Listen to the following syllables. On the lines below, write the numbers of the three syllables
that you think are Mandarin. Listen a second time and imitate the Mandarin syllables you hear.

(1) (2) (3) é 1-01-01

& $—#B4 PART ONE

—. 1B TEXT

1-01-02
N7 hdo!
A: ’fff: 57!
N7 hdo!
B: ’f/I: %'
A Hello!
B Hello!

http://www.purpleculture.net



HERIEIRA (55 3 i) R4 1

New Practical Chinese Reader (3rd Edition) Textbook 1

Communication activity

Greet your classmates and teacher in Mandarin.

—. iBZ PHONETICS

EE iR Knowledge about Phonetics

1. The basic sounds in Mandarin
shéngdido ( 7 1JE ) tone
iz 3 ( character )

In Modern Standard Chinese, a syllable usually has three parts: the initial, the final, and
the tone. The initial is the consonant at the beginning; the rest of the syllable is the final. A final

shéngmu ( 7} ) initial yunmti ( #J+F ) final

€ 9

is made of one to three vowels or a combination of a vowel plus the consonant “n” or “ng” . A
tone mark is placed above a vowel. For instance, in the example “hd&o 4, “h” is the initial, “c0”
is the final, and the tone is the third tone. A syllable may not have an initial, such as “ai”, but it
must have a final. Altogether Mandarin has 21 initials, 38 finals, and four tones.

The structure of a Hanyu pinyin syllable is as follows:

syllable =
(initial) final

2. Phonological items

(1) Initials: b, p, m, and f

The initials b, p, and m are bilabial, but f is labiodental. They are pronounced similar to
English.

(2) Initials: d, t, n, and |

When pronouncing d, t, n, and |, the tip of the tongue is in the alveolar position. They are
pronounced similar to English.
2 -
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BEWME | £1IR REF
Introduction to Phonetics Lesson 1 Hello

Note:

The initials b and d are unaspirated; p and t are pronounced in the same position as b and d,
but they are aspirated.

(3) Single finals: 0, o, e, i, u, and U

When the final o alone is combined with b, p, m, or f, there is usually a short u in between
the initial and the final. So, the actual pronunciation of bo, po, mo, and fo is buo, puo, muo,
and fuo.

The pinyin final e and the English letter e are pronounced differently. When pronouncing
the pinyin e, approximate the sound er as in the British English word “her”.

The final U is a rounded high front vowel. When pronouncing it, place your tongue as if
you were pronouncing i in pinyin and then round your lips.

(4) Tones

Chinese is a tonal language. Each tone has the function of differentiating meaning.
Mandarin has four basic tones.

1st tone

high pitch
mid-high pitch
middle pitch

mid-low pitch

low pitch

Example

ba (/) ba (k) ba (#2) ba (%)
eight to pull out target dad

9

Tone marks: the first tone is marked “ —
is marked “ v, and the fourth tone is marked “~ .

When a syllable has only one vowel, the tone mark is marked above the vowel such as “lu
Ffi” and “hé&n fR”. If the tone mark is above the pinyin vowel i, the dot above i should be

LRI ,f/—r”

removed such as “ni {7, “nin ££”, and “ ping *¥”. When a syllable has a compound final,

>, the second tone is marked “ ~ | the third tone

© 3
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HERIEIRA (55 3 i) R4 1

New Practical Chinese Reader (3rd Edition) Textbook 1

the tone mark should usually be put above the vowel which requires your mouth to be open the
widest. When the degree to which you open your mouth is the same, put the tone mark above
the second vowel, such as “lii 4" and “dui X}”.

The order of vowel sounds based on how wide the mouth is opened:

d oeiuvu

(5) The neutral tone

Mandarin has a neutral tone. The neutral tone must be read lightly and quickly. When
spelling the syllable, there is no tone mark.

>
>

/

A\

N\

P4

N,

— N W R W

Ist tone + neutral tone  2nd tone + neutral tone  3rd tone + neutral tonc  4th tone + neutral tone
Example

mama (#545)  bobo (fafh)  nimen (#41)  baba (##)

mom uncle you dad

{&&F 4 3] Pronunciation Drills ~ &* .
1. Read aloud and pay attention to the tones

d a d a

bo bd bo bo

1 4 ] U

yi yi yi yi

wi w wil wu

yu yu yu yu
2. Sound discrimination

ba (father) pa (afraid) bd (uncle) pd (mother-in-law)

dad (big) —— ta (to stamp) du (to bet) tu (soil)

f& (law) —— md (horse) mo (ink) —— mu (wood)

[i (strength) [U (green)

nu (to exert)

ni (female)
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BEWME | F1R Y

Introduction to Phonetics Lesson 1 Hello

3. Tone discrimination

ma (horse) ma (mom) mu (wood) —— mu (mother)
y1 (one) yi (aunt) [i (strength) —— [V (in)
du (to bet) du (to read) yU (rain) yu (fish)
4. The neutral tone
baba mama didi
bébo pdépo Ni ne?

=. IBEHIE CLASSROOM EXPRESSIONS

@ NY du. Read aloud. ‘ 1-01-04

> B L5 PARTTWO

—. B3 TEXT

(_) ‘;‘3 1-01-05

Nimen hdo!
A RAT R
N7 hdo!
B: 'VJ,: '}6"

A: Hello, everyone!
B: Hello!
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HERIEIRA (55 3 i) R4 1

New Practical Chinese Reader (3rd Edition) Textbook 1

(Z) <

1-01-06

Ni mdng ma?
A AR e Y

Hén mdng.
B: fk =

A: Are you busy?
B: Very busy.

Communication activity

Based on the pictures and scenes below, complete the dialogues, using the designated
words.

B: ! B: ! B: . (mdng)

—. 5 PHONETICS

iEE iR Knowledge about Phonetics

1. Phonological items

(1) Initials: g, k, and h

When pronouncing g and k, raise the back of the tongue against the soft palate. The initial
g is pronounced like “kir” in the English word “skirt”.

When pronouncing h, raise the back of the tongue and place it close to the soft palate.
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BEWE | 1R RET
Introduction to Phonetics Lesson 1 Hello

Note:

Though g and k are pronounced in the same position, g is unaspirated and k is aspirated.
The initial h in Mandarin is pronounced in a similar position as “h” in English.

(2) Front-sonorant compound finals: i, ei, ao, and ou

Front-sonorant compound finals are composed of a primary vowel and a secondary vowel.
The first vowel is the primary vowel (the tone mark is put above it), the pronunciation is
relatively clear and loud, and the length of the sound is longer than the secondary vowel; the
length of the secondary vowel is relatively short and the pronunciation is less stressed.

A primary vowel + a secondary vowel: ai, ei, ao, and ou

The final ei is similar to “ay” as in the English word “play” and the final ou is similar to “0”
in the English word “so”.

(3) Finals with nasal endings: an, en, ang, eng, and ong

A final that ends with n is called a front nasal final; a final that ends with ng is called a back
nasal final.

When pronouncing a front nasal final, first pronounce the vowel in the final. Then
immediately pronounce n along with the flow of the air. The nasal n is pronounced similar to “n”
as in the English word “in”.

When pronouncing a back nasal final, first pronounce the vowel in the final. Then
immediately pronounce ng along with the flow of the air. The pronunciation of ng is similar to
“ng” as in the English word “belong”.

2. Third tone sandhi

(1) When appearing on its own, a third tone is fully pronounced.
Example  ni hdo md nd

(2) When two third tones are read aloud together, the first third tone is read as a second
tone, but the tone mark remains the third tone.

v + v >/ + v
Example  ni hdo (hello) ni hdo
hén hdo (very good) hén hdo
yLv,Ifé (grammar) yL'Jfé
keyi (all right) keyi

(3) When a third tone is followed by a first tone, second tone, or fourth tone syllable, or
most neutral tones, the third tone is read aloud as a half third tone.
Example  hén gdo (very tall)
hén badi (very white)
hén da (very big)

ndinai (grandma)
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HERIEIRA (55 3 i) R4 1

New Practical Chinese Reader (3rd Edition) Textbook 1

B & 4 3] Pronunciation Drills » 101-07

1. Read aloud and pay attention to the tones

ni ni ni ni

hdo hdo hdo hao ni hdo

meén mén men nimen

ta td ta tamen
hén hén hen

mang mdng mdng hén mang

2. Sound discrimination

kdn (to look) —— gan (to do) kou (mouth) —— gdu (dog)
féi (to fly) —— héi (black) bdi (hundred) —— béi (north)
d@o (knife) dou (all) tdn (to talk) —— tdng (sugar)

fén (minute) feng (wind) dong (east) déng (lamp)

3. Tone discrimination

ddo ——dao kan (to look) —— kdn (to cut)
pdi —— pai hén (very) —— heén (to hate)
pdng —— pang (fat) déng (to wait) déng (lamp)

4. Third-tone sandhi

déng ta hén gdo
ni mdng hén mdng
ni hdo hén hdo
kéle hdokan
ndinai h&o ma

=. IBEHHIE CLASSROOM EXPRESSIONS

4n hdo! '
@ Hén hgo! Very good! ) o108
@ Nimen du. Please read aloud.
@ Kan héibdan. Look at the blackboard.
8 .
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NT zu‘|j‘|n zénmeydng

1’]‘ 1203 l_. n_.\ A 1=$

How have you been lately

With the foundation of Chinese phonetics and Chinese characters, you can now
study Lesson 1. After completing this lesson, you can greet Chinese people in Chinese. You
can also ask someone’s name in Chinese, and give a brief self-intfroduction. In addition,
using simple sentences, you can ask how your friends have been doing lately, and also

reply to the same questions that your friends ask you.

—. 8 WARM-UP

B % Think
Think about the following questions:

(1) In your country, how do friends greet each other?
(2) When you meet someone for the first time, how do you ask the person’s name?
(3) In the culture of your country, do you put the surname first or last?

iEBh Activity

The following names in Chinese are based on transliterations. Please read these names

aloud quickly in Chinese and guess their corresponding names in English.

B — B )
Male names ; Female names

Andéngni \ Zhénnifé
ZRR | Y
Kelisi Kéiseln

S I § § PLE A
Mike Sashan
e 753

Mixid Yilishabéi
45 g Y
Dawei Lindd

X ik

http://www.purpleculture.net
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HERIEIRA (55 3 i) R4 1

New Practical Chinese Reader (3rd Edition) Textbook 1

—. BX TEXT

( o ) é‘. 2-01-01

(Ma Dawei meets Song Hua on campus for the first time.)

Md& Dawéi: Ni hdo! @ BT
E'j(jj ’f"lj’: % ' Daily greetings
Song Hud: Ni hdo!
RiE. A 4F |
Md& Dawéi: W6 jido Mda Dawéi. Qingwen, @ ni jido shénme mingzi? ®
Sxh: &K M B KA, FR, MK 2 LF2
Song Hud: W6 xing Song, jico Song Hud.
;Eit@: ;ﬁ‘ 'ﬁi ER ‘,,,] ER :{116_ Asking about one’s name

Mad Dawei:

Renshi ni hén gdoxing. @

BRA: AR AR R &,
Song Hud: Renshini wo yé hén gdoxing.
REGNIR AR &R LR &%
44 -

http://www.purpleculture.net




£ 1R RELEAR

Lesson 1 How have you been lately

#35 New Words [Pa g

1. ni A Pr you (singular)
2. hdo +F A good; well; fine; OK  /RYUF-
3. wo ES Pr I; me
4. jido ] Yy to be called; to call
5. gingwen i 19 v may I ask; excuse me
ang ‘i% v please; to request; to invite
wen 2] Vv to ask
6. shenme 1+ 4 QPr what
7. mingzi &5 N name fFA%F MFA4F
8. Xing 4 V/IN one’s surname is / surname  {ER T
9. rénshi AR Y% to know AR TNRAE AR
10. hé&n Vi Adv very TRUf
11. gdoxing 5% A happy fRfE2%
12. yé A, Adv also; too AR % tIAHAR
13. Mda Dawéi %k 4 PN Ma Dawei, name of an American student
14. S(‘)ng Hud x4 PN Song Hua, name of a Chinese student

/E?F% Notes
@ Ni h&o!

Hello!
“NTV hdo! R4S ! (Hello) is a very common greeting in Chinese. Whether between strangers

or acquaintances, whether in the morning, at noon, or in the evening, you can use it. The response is
also “HRIF1”.

@ Qingwen:----

May | ask... (Excuse me, ...)
This is a polite way to start asking someone a question.
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®

@

NT jido shénme mingzi?

What is your name?

This is a common way to ask someone’s name, usually by a senior to a junior or between young
people.

In Chinese, the surname comes first and the given name comes next. For example, in “Song
Hud R4E” | “R” is the surname and “4£” is the given name. Most names have three characters, such
as “Lu Yuping BiMi~F-", in which “fifi” is the surname and “Fj~F-" is the given name. When asked “Ni

When one addresses a junior or someone around one’s age and familiar, whose given name has
two characters, one often calls the person by the given name without using the surname. For exam-
ple, “Lu Yiping FliF~F> can be called “Yuping F~F" .

Renshi ni hén gdoxing.

Nice to meet you.
This is often used when meeting someone for the first time.

( : ) ‘[‘:E 2-01-03

(Ding Libo talks with Lin Na in Lin Na’s dorm room.)

Ding Libo: Qingwen, Lin N& zdi ma? @©

Tk iE R, AR R G2
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Lin Na:
HRIFE.
Ding Libo:
TR
Lin Na:
WRR -
Ding Libo:
T
Lin Na:
ARG -
Ding Libo:
TR

£ 1] REDEAR
Lesson 1 How have you been lately

Zai.  Libo, qingjin, @ qing zuo.
o ik, wE, 9 &,

Xiexie. NI zuijin z&€nmeyang? ®
W, AR RGE & L H

W3S hén hdo. Ni ne? @
&R HF, R R

W6 hén méng. Ni mdng ma?

& fRoEL AR B

W& bd tai mang. Dawéi hdo ma?

FRK B, KA F B

Greeting others

Ta y& hén héo.

fo A AR AT

#35 New Words [Pagmm

1. zai 4";!'—_ \% to be (here, there); to be (in, on, at)
2. ma vl QPt Zoﬂzlilizvleiar;z:‘;{ret ;tgea;kfzé ;j_: I]qgitestion expecting a yes-
3. jin Etin % to enter IFIE
4. zZuo 22 \4 tosit T
5. xiexie I v to thank  IHEHR
6. zuijin R Adv lately; recently
7. zénmeyang E 2 QPr how (is, are); how about R/ ARE BiE/GARE
8. ne 75 QPt a modal particle used for an elliptical question /RWg
9. mdng = A busy fRIT
10. bu =~ Adv not;no AT AU AE% ATE
1. tai X Adv too; extremely AT AL
12. td A, Pr he; him
13. Ding Libo TRk PN Ding Libo, name of a Canadian student
14. Lin N& FRAR PN Lin Na, name of a British student
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&ﬁ Notes

@ Lin Na& z&i ma?

Is Lin Na in?

@ Qing jin.

Come in, please.

“Qing 1 + verb” is a polite way to make a request.

@ NI zuijin z&nmeyang?

How have you been lately?

------ z&nmeydng 7B AF:?” (How is/are...?) is often used to ask about the situation of some-

one or something. “Ni (zuijin) z&nmeyang? /R (T ) /& 4FE?” (How have you been (lately)?)
is a greeting used between acquaintances or friends. The response could be “h&n hdo R (very
well), “hén mdang TR (very busy), etc.

@) NY ne?

And (how are) you?

=. IB=/= LANGUAGE POINTS

=.1

¥ f] Key Sentences . 20105

f

1. NI zuijin zénmeyang? 4. Ta yé hén hdo.

2. WG hén hdo. Ni

3. NT mdng ma?

ne? 5. NT jido shénme mingzi?

6. WG xing Song, jido Song Hud.
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&% Grammar

1. A “iB” BE3EE4F  Yes-no questions with “ma A5”

Adding the modal question particle “N%™ at the end of a declarative sentence makes a simple yes-no

question. The response is the affirmative or negative form of the declarative sentence without “N%” . For
example,

Declarative Sentence Interrogative Sentence
Ta mang. Ta méng ma?
ftn foo oM Y
WG jico Md Dawéi. Ni jigo Md& Dawéi ma?
£ M I KA o B oRA e
Lin Na zai. Lin Na zai ma?
A M A Y

Exercise | Change the following sentences into questions and then in groups of two, ask each other
questions and answer them.

W6 hén hdo. W0 bu tai méng.

(D) & R HF. — ? KRR E, — ?
Ding Libo hén gdoxing. Lin N& hén mang.

()T Ak &%, — 7 () AR AR, — ?

Exercise Il Based on the pictures, complete the dialogues using proper words.

Ni hdo ma? NY ma? Ta gdoxing ma?
(1) A: 4R 55 "B7 (2) A: 4R D7 (3) A L FH B
Wo W6 hén mdng. Ta hén
B: & o B: ;}%\Q ’f& ’Tﬁ() B: /f%,d ’?R o
-+ 49
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2. X &IEI1BIEA A sentence with an adjectival predicate

Predicate
Subject
Adverb Adjective

Ni hdo.

(a8 ¥

Wo hén hdo.

& i3 ¥
Dawéi yé hén hdo.

KH 1, AR ¥

W bu mdng.

# 0 It

In Chinese an adjective by itself can serve as a predicate, which can be modified by adverbs like “hén
R (very) and/or “y& H1” (also; too), etc. such as “Wo hén hdo. FAREF . (I am fine), “Dawéi y& hén
hdo. J ABAREF.” (Dawei is also fine). The negative form is formed by putting the adverb “bu AN (not)
before the adjective, such as “W& bu mang. F A112.” (T am not busy).

Notes:

@ The adverbs “fR”, “ti”, “/” and so on must be put before the adjective they modify.

@ If a sentence does not have another adverb (e.g., “/A”, “ti”, “tai KX, etc.), the adverb “7R” is
often added. For example, to respond to “Ni zuijin z&nmeyang? /it /& 248£ 2 (How have
you been recently?), the response is not “*W¢ hdo. F4f.” (I'm fine) or “*W& mdang. FA: (I'm
busy); usually it is “W6 hén hdo. FfR4f " (I'm very well) or “W6 hén mang. AR . (I'm
very busy). “4R” in this context does not necessarily carry the literal meaning of “very”.

@ When a sentence with an adjectival predicate is changed to a question ending with “I”  “fR” is
usually removed. For example, “FRAR4F.” (I'm very well) — “Ni hdo ma? /R4S 2> (How are
you?). Do not ask “*Ni hén hdo ma? /RIRLFIE 2>,

Exercise | Complete the dialogues with the words on the right.

Ni méng ma? //
(1) A: AR e w52 hen

713
Wé mdf\g. Ni ne? bu tai
N Y LY RS
WO mdng. bu
A: ;ﬁ"(‘—‘h‘:o -
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£ 1] REDEAR
Lesson 1 How have you been lately

Vo)
Song Hud \//

(2) A: I"? j‘\j] %F U-%? EF\ i',b_
Ta hén hdo. ne? Ding Libo
B: b 1R 4F .7 T Kk

Ta y& hén héo.

A: Mo b R AF

Exercise Il Form sentences by rearranging the words.
wo mang hén
(1) 5%, = e —
gaoxing bu tai ta
(2) &% N X 1, —>
hdo ni ma
(3) 4F g4 v —

3. 8liF “” WILE The position of the adverb “yé& #” (also; too)
The adverb “t3” must be put after the subject but before the predicate verb or adjective. For example,
“W¢ y& hén hdo. & thfR 4T, (I'm also fine), but not “*Y& wd hén hdo. hIRIRUF.” or “*W& hén hdo

y&. TR, .~ Besides, “tB.” cannot serve as the predicate on its own, for example, it’s not right to
say “*wo yé& FKtL”.

1 + Verb/Adjective
Predicate
Subject
Adverb Verb/Adjective
Ta yé xing Song.
i, 4, "R
Lin Na ye hén gdoxing.
(i AR B Ko

In a negative sentence, “tl”” must be put before “/\ .
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W + A + Verb/Adjective
Predicate
Subject
Adverb Verb/Adjective

Ta ye ba xing Song.
i, 7 "R
Libo ve bu mdng.
IR # i

Exercise | Complete the dialogues with the words on the right.

Dawéi ma?
(1)A: KA v 9
Dawéi hén wo yé hén
B: kA Jk , AR
Lin Na ma?
(2) A: # & w7
Lin Na b tai Libo yé bu tai
B: #&k #F R KX , MR K

Exercise Il Form sentences by rearranging the words.

hdo \//

mang \//

,h‘:
gaoxing

wo hdo yé hén
(Hx ¥ &£ K-

ta bu yé z0ii
(2) 4 N & £ —

Dawéi hdo ma ye

(3) K +F vl A1, —

4. ERIIEE Word order in Chinese

There are several main characteristics of Chinese grammar.

There are no changes, strictly speaking,

in terms of personal pronouns, verb tenses, gender, singular or plural case, etc. Grammatically, the word
order plays an extremely important role. The word order in Chinese, in general, has the subject at the
beginning, which may also be called the topic to be described; the predicate, which describes the subject,

follows. For example,
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Subject (Topic) Predicate (Statement)
Wo hén mdng.
& R,
Ta xing Song.
1, e

. %435i=H PRACTICE AND APPLICATION

%I\?Eﬂl% SupplemenTory Words o .

sleepy R RF AAKF

2. ké B A thirsty 1R¥&E A AR\
3. @ es A hungry R Ak ASKER
4. lei 4 A tired fRE AE AKHR
5. hdi xing AT not bad
6. mdmahiha &3 EE A $0-50
7. ta R, Pr she; her

B4 3] Pronunciation Drills ‘

2-01-07

Listen and read aloud: Add tone marks to the following words and sentences, and then
read them aloud.

@ laoshi @ hen ke @ gingwen
@ hen mang © bumang G bue
@ bu ke © bu gaoxing © Wo bu tai mang.

@ Renshi ni hen gaoxing.
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£iE 4 ] Conversation Practice

Pair activity: Create dialogues based on the scenes and the requirements below.
1. Greetings
(1) (2)

(1) (2)

Qingwen, ni jido shénme mingzi? / Rénshi ni hén
(iFRE, k™ A4 BF0/ AR AR R &%)

3. Greetings

Ni hdo ma? Ni zuijin z&énmeyang?
(R & 57 ) (MR EAQH? )

4. How is he/she?

oo &
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&) "5 &k Listening and Repeating -

Listen to the following dialogues and repeat what you hear.

2-01-08

Ni hdo ma? Qingwen, ni jido shénme mingzi?
(1) A: AR &F 57 A ER, R 4 557
W0 hén hdo. Ni ne? W6 xing Lin, jido Lin Na. N ne?
B: & 1R 4F. R R? | B: & 4 Ak, W AR, KRR
W0 yé hén hdo. WG jido Song Hud. Renshi ni hén gdoxing.
A: AL TR 4 1 A Em R SRR AR B3
Ni zuijin mdng ma? Renshi ni wo yé hén gdoxing.

(2) A: AL = 5?7 } B: AR R &b R FH%,

%% Reading Comprehension
|

Ta jiao Mda Dawéi, ta jido Ding Libd,  td jido Lin Na.
fow] & KA, dew] T ik, e AR
Dawéi hén hdo, Ding Libo hén mdang, Lin Na& bu tai mang, td yé hén hdo.
KA AR FF, T A& =, AR RK e, b R,
Answer the following questions:
Ma Dawéi hdo ma?
(1) 5 Ky bf g7
Lin Na zénmey(‘lng?

(2) MR I8 Bk

Ding Libé méng ma?

(3) 1T Jiik o
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Il

h

Ta jido Chéng Léng, ta jido Gong Li. Chéng Long hén méng, Gong Li yé hén mang.
o mx A, Rl FUAHRL R R R B, UM AR e

Ydo Ming zénmeyang? Ydo Ming yé hén mdng.

B B B4R W O AR

Ta jido shénme mingzi? Ta jido Md Ydn. Md Yin médng ma? Ma Yun hén mdng.

o] M4 &2F2 4 & =, G = o B 4 x kO,
Answer the following questions:

Tamen jido shénme mingzi?
(DAt ™ fha H57
Tamen zénmeyang?

(2) flfi]  Eaker

£ %5 5% Task and Activity

Class activity: In groups of three to five, following the form below, ask your group
members their names, give simple greetings, and ask them how they are. Then report back to the
whole class.

No. Name How about...

vils | wN

The following words may be helpful to you:

zénmeyang  jido renshi mdng hdo

E oM ] AR = *F
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€ S{EL 3] Writing Exercise
Make a business card of your own based on the sample below.

BRI LU Yiping
(xued ) o

i 138-0695-2371

B 4 : luyuping@bjwb.com

k. R TAETHAR20F
- 1]

F. ;XN=F CHINESE CHARACTERS

iX = HIi8 Knowledge about Chinese Characters

1. Components of Chinese characters

The structure of modern Chinese characters can be analyzed from three perspectives: strokes,
components, and the whole character. For instance, the character “mu K (wood) is composed of
four strokes: —, | , ) and "\. “/K” is a basic character itself, but it is also a component to form a
character. For instance, the character “Iin #&” (woods; forest) is composed of two “/K” components.
Some components can stand on their own as independent characters, but others cannot and can
only be part of another character. This characteristic is the key to understanding modern Chinese
characters. For example, the character “yudn [5¢” (courtyard) can be divided into three components:
“f», “~~” and “yudn JC” (first). Only “JC” can stand on its own, while “[$” and “~~” cannot. To
master the components is crucial to learning Chinese characters well.

2. The interrelationships between strokes in Chinese characters

The interrelationships between strokes in characters have the function of distinguishing
meaning. For the same strokes, with different interrelationships, the meanings are different. There
are three kinds of interrelationships between strokes. They are:

(1) Close but not touching, e.g.,

ba /\ (eight), ér ) (son), &r _— (two), and xi&o +]~ (small)
(2) Strokes that cross each other, e.g.,

shi ‘l‘ (ten), da }’\ (big), jit j‘b (nine), and fa j{ (husband)

(3) Strokes that touch but do not cross, ¢.g.,
chdng r (factory), Ding 7] (a surname), rén A (person), and shan ;_L,v (mountain)
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3. Compound strokes of Chinese characters (ll)

Stroke

" héngpié :
- m - - +
1 1
. piézhé .
e e +
: shuti :
- —— - +
: shugéu :
- —— - +
: héngzhégdu :
R +
: héngzhéti :
e +
| héngzhézhépié |

you (again)

/. me (the 2nd character of the word
“shénme f1~4” (what))

. Like the 1st stroke in

. Like the 6th stroke of it

yong (forever)

#) ;Y =F{R3E Chinese Radicals

trokes

I

|
danrénpdng 1/ /f

|

|

zOuzhidi

|
1
2
1
1

\S]

N

|’f;J\ ni (you)
44 shén (what)

: 7\ ren (to recognize) I
I
: 'i,a\ shi (to know)

: 7,:)]1 Iin (woods; forest) |
]

: 7]‘%)- yang (shape)

:jﬁj‘ln
:iij‘ln

(to enter)

(near)

1
1 Related to “human”

: Related to “walking”
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INBEZXXF Learn and Write the Basic Chinese Characters

(1) A I h
[ strength 2 strokes 3

(z)i_ N Ek “’z

well (N) 4 strokes

(8) £ - + +

tu earth 3 strokes

INBi2 X9 Learn and Write the Chinese Characters in the Text

(1) ™ jido
: VL|—>U+"]("’:""I) 5 strokes !
(2) ¥ xing
i ‘ﬁi—’?&*'i(ii’ ”’:’*i) 8 strokes i
(3) 4+ 4 shénme  _ _ _ L _________.
: /Z\—’ 2+ A 3 strokes |

_______________________________________________________
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(4) &5 mingzi .

: Z—»ﬂ(ﬂ:’77)+m 6 strokes !

_______________________________________________________

— K (F: "7 FRF)+ 1_ 7 strokes

(6) TA1R rénshi L ______.
I I
: AN— ] + A 4 strokes !
1 1
I R . |
! 2— 1 + R (,‘:( LR LA = 2 ,U\) 7strokes !

(7) &L FE 28nmeyang _
1 2 1
: *%—» 7}= + F 10 strokes !

(8) A Iin
1

_______________________________________________________

(9) #jin
1 I
| 3&—» F + 2 7 strokes |

(10) A2 zud el
I I
| A+ o+ L 7 strokes |

_______________________________________________________

75 MALFENIR  CULTURAL KNOWLEDGE

Chinese Characters and Simplified Chinese Characters

Chinese characters are one of the oldest scripts in the world. Usually, one character has one
syllable that has a meaning. The total number of characters is extremely large, estimated at over
50,000. However, only 5,000 — 8,000 characters are commonly used, and only more than 3,000
characters are in daily use.
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Different from alphabetical writing systems, Chinese characters are ideographic. This
ideographic writing system is the only one that is still
in use today. Most characters are pictophonetic, with

the semantic component indicating the meaning and the
phonetic component indicating the sound.

Modern Chinese characters have evolved from ancient pictographic characters, many of which
were written in a rather complicated way. In order to write quickly, for over two thousand years,
people have been trying hard to simplify the way of writing characters. There are two ways to
simplify characters. One is to reduce the number of characters; the other is to reduce the number
of strokes. Characters that have been simplified are called “jiaintizi faj {7 / fij 45> (simple-
form characters; simplified characters) and their original unsimplified forms are called “fantizi
PR ) BT (complex-form characters; complex characters). The simplified characters
are standardized in mainland China today, while unsimplified characters are mostly used in

the publication of classical literature. Compared with

unsimplified characters, simplified characters are easy
to learn, remember, read, and write. Let’s compare the
characters below:

ma 4% / 4% mom (simplified character / complex
character)

mén |77 / P9 door (simplified character / complex
character)

+. BEiFL SELF-EVALUATION

| can basically do the following things in Chinese:

|| I can greet people who | know or don’t know.

|| I can ask people their names and introduce myself.

[ | Iknow how to talk to people who | meet for the first time.

[ | I'can greet people who | am familiar with.
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#ERIE  Fun with Chinese

Animal Sounds in Chinese

Do you know how to describe animal sounds in Chinese?

6.

Xido ydng: Mié mié mié, nimen hdo, wod shixido ydng, wd hén gdoxing.

A F o, RN, AR D R, RR B

Xido géu: Wang wang wang, nimen hdo, wo shixido gou, wd yé hén gdoxing.

b B E E R, RN, KA DR, KRR FL

Xido miféng: Weéng wéng wéng, nimen hdo, wd shixido miféng, wd hén mdng.

N B B B, R, FOE D B, KRR R

Xido ndinid: Mou mou méu, nimen hdo, wo shi xido ndinid, wo yé hén mdng.

S dmA R % R AR A, &R D IR, Rk

Xido mao: Mido mido mido, nimen hdo, wo shi xido mdo, wod hén kun.

b HEowE e vd, ARAT I, ROE D B, KRR B

Xido lu:  You you you, nimen hdo, wod shixido lu, wd yé hén kun.

AN B ) v B, ARAT A, R DR, &AL R B

(1) A little lamb: Mi€ mi€ mi@ (baa, baa, baa), hello, everyone. I’'m a little lamb. I’m very happy.

(2) A little puppy: Wang wang wang (woof, woof, woof), hello, everyone. I'm a little puppy. I'm

(3) A little bee: Weng wéng weéng (buzz, buzz, buzz), hello, everyone. I’m a little bee. I’'m very

(4) A little cow: Mou mdu mou (moo, moo, moo), hello, everyone. I’m a little cow. I’'m very busy

(5) A little kitten: Midao miao miao (meow, meow, meow), hello, everyone. I’'m a little kitten. I'm

(6) A little fawn: You ydu ydou (ma-mah, ma-mah, ma-mah), hello, everyone. I’'m a little fawn. I'm
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very happy too.
busy.
too.

very sleepy.

very sleepy too.
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