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Chapter 1 Overview and Background

3

association is not necessarily done at the surface level, but also at the underlying 
“logical form” level, and thus the focusing domain at that level is called an 
f-command domain to distinguish from the c-command domain at the surface level 
(Hajičová, Partee & Sgall 1998: 167). Whether focus association is computed 
linearly or not is still under discussion. 

The distribution of accents together with syntactic structures is crucial 
in determining the focus marking in a sentence (Jackendoff 1972, Kadmon 
2001, Selkirk 1986). Jackendoff proposes that when prosody marks the focused 
constituent in a sentence, the focalizer will associate with this constituent if it 
is in its range. However, if the stressed constituent is outside the range of the 
focalizer, the sentence is not acceptable1. The so-called “free focus”, which is not 
restricted by a focalizer, but is marked with a stress, is bound by a covert operator, 
ASSERT operator, in Jacobs’ term. Krifka (1999) further distinguishes three kinds 
of assertions: normal assertion, scalar assertion and emphatic assertion. Emphatic 
assertion is defined in such a way that it is semantically stronger than any other 
contextually relevant assertions. 

Semantically, focus particles are distinguished as different subgroups from 
two dimensions: additive vs. restrictive, scalar vs. non-scalar. The four parameters 
will define focus particles as “scalar additive”, “scalar restrictive”, “non-scalar 
additive” and “non-scalar restrictive”. The following table is the illustration of 
these types of focus particles in Chinese:

Table 1. Table of Focus Particle Types of Chinese

Scalar Additive Scalar Restrictive Non-scalar Additive Non-scalar Restrictive

Shenzhi (“even”)
Gengbieshuo (“let alone”) 

(Lian)… dou/ye/hai (“even”)

Zhidao… cai (“until”)
Zhi (“only”)

Ye (“also”)
Hai (“still”)

You (“again”)

Zhi (“only”)
Guang (“only”)

Jiu (“only”)

The main concern of the book is the first and the third group of the focus 
particles, namely, the scalar additive and the non-scalar additive. Their distribution 
and semantic/pragmatic properties will be explored in the study.

1 There is debate on this issue, for instance, in the contrastive topic case, as shown in the fol-
lowing: 

(i)   — Did John only introduce Bill to Sue?
—No. Joe only introduces Bill to Sue. 

Table 1. 
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