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Preface

This dictionary is compiled for foreigners learning the Chinese language. It
can also be used as a reference by those teaching Chinese as a foreign language.

In order to meet the needs of international Chinese teaching, we selected
420 groups of synonyms, more than 850 words in total, from the 8822 commonly-
used words in The Syllabus of Graded Words and Characters for Chinese
Proficiency. In differentiating the different words in each group, we did our best
to distinguish them in meaning, usage, collocation, etc. To help learners have
better comprehension, all the explanations and examples have English translation
respectively.

Professor Wang Huan of Beijing Language and Culture University was the
editor-in-chief of this dictionary. Those who took part in the editorial work include:
Xu Denan, who wrote about 300 entries; Zhang Wei, who wrote about 90 entries;
Liu Jingyu, who wrote some of the entries. Xu and Zhang finalized the manuscript
while Wang Huan went over the whole manuscript and did the English translation
of the explanations. Yu Peiwen and others did the English translation of the
examples. He Xinhui proofread all the translation of the explanations and did some
necessary complementary work. Xu Guilian and Zhao Shumei did the computer
input.

We hope that users will point out and correct the mistakes found in this

dictionary.
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