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A Guide to the Use of This Series

1. Scope of Application

This series is designed for total beginners. It is specifically targeted at the following people:
those who plan to pursue an undergraduate program of Chinese but without the certificate of
HSK Level 3; short-term (i.e., 0.5 ~ 1 year) Chinese program takers; and learners taking Chinese
as a selective or major course in countries other than China. Being the elementary Chinese
comprehensive teaching material, this series consists of altogether 32 lessons in two volumes, with

the loose-leaf worksheets, MP3 disks and pertinent teaching resources in addition.

2. Overall Structure

Lesson 1 ~ Lesson 8 of this book aim at equipping students with the basics of Chinese
phonetics. Starting from Lesson 9, it teaches grammar, with every four lessons followed by a
review for teachers to evaluate students’ progress or for students to make self-evaluations. Its

overall structure is as follows:

The Stage of Pronunciation (Lesson 1 ~ Lesson 8)

The characteristic of this part is that the instructions are immediately followed by exercises, i.e.,
the pertinent exercises are carried out right after the presentation of phonetic knowledge. Combined
with the phonetic knowledge presented in each lesson, short conversations are designed to meet

students’ needs to make oral communications while practicing their pronunciation.

The Stage of Grammar (Lesson 9 ~ Lesson 32)

Lesson 9 ~ Lesson 16 are at this stage designed to consolidate the phonetic knowledge
students have learned. It follows the preceding part and is supplemented by a great variety of
pronunciation drills to help students consolidate their learning at the stage of pronunciation and
move on to that of grammar. Lesson 9 ~ Lesson 32 includes such units as the Learning Tips, Text,
New Words, Note(s), Grammar, Communication, Writing, Pronunciation, Characters, Activity,
Cultural Note, Summary, etc. Knowledge about Chinese characters is presented in several units
of the books (Book 1 & Book 2) . Starting from Lesson 17, narrations based on conversations

are included to further develop students’ discourse awareness and improve their discourse

o/
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comprehension and expression skills. At this stage, every four lessons are followed by a unit review, in which

the grammar notes and grammar rules of the units are summarized.

3. Compilation Ideas

In terms of its compilation ideas, this series follows the principle of being spirally progressive, with
what is taught in it reappearing many times. Mainly based on the grammar points of the new HSK Level
2 and also on language functions and scenes of conversation in its design, this series strictly observes the
general principles in the compilation of second language textbooks: pertinence, practicability, systematicness
and interestingness. Authentic language data are selected to reflect the contemporary social characteristics
and students’ lives, with the scenes in it firstly selected to meet students’ basic daily needs, and then
gradually move on to daily communications inside and outside campus. The language materials of the texts
are selected from frequently-used standard spoken Chinese in daily life, which facilitate students’ learning
and use. Grammar is arranged from real to virtual and from easy to difficult. The arrangement of language
materials conforms to cognitive and psychological characteristics of young people, thus is inspiring and
has educational functions. Importance is attached to using humorous language, with cultural tips and well-

designed illustrations for the exercises provided.

4. Features

(1) In contrast to the traditional approach of teaching pronunciation starting from initials and finals,
this textbook abides by the Chinese phonetic characteristics and teaches tones before initials, finals and
knowledge about phonetics. Instructions are immediately followed by exercises, in which the combination
of pronunciation and meaning are stressed to help students establish their sensitivity of tones. Listening
and speaking skills are emphasized. Considering the importance of phonetics at the elementary stage,
pinyin is provided under all the Chinese characters except the Key words, Exercises, Note(s), Grammar,
Communication, Writing and Activity. Pronunciation drills of various forms are supplied throughout the book.

(2) The learning of Chinese characters is divided into three stages. Lesson 1 ~ Lesson 4 are at the first
stage. Neither students are taught the knowledge about Chinese characters, nor are they required to write
characters. They are just required to have a general recognition of the characters in the texts. Lesson 5 ~
Lesson 8 are at the second stage. Students are taught the knowledge about Chinese characters and required to
write simple characters. They are still just required to have a general recognition of the characters in the texts
rather than writing them. Lesson 9 ~ Lesson 32 are at the third stage. Students are taught Chinese characters

and required to write and memorize all the Chinese characters in the texts.
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(3) The grammar points are selected strictly in accordance with the syllabus of the new HSK Level 2.
The number of grammar points is well-proportioned, with the difficult ones combining with the easy ones in
each lesson. More than 85% of new words in this series of books are of the new HSK Level 2.

(4) The language in the texts is quite practical, frequently-used and close to real life. One conversation
is naturally connected to another, which facilitates students’ memorization and use. Humorous language is
used and cultural notes are provided.

(5) The exercises are designed by following the principles of “presenting the easy ones before the
difficult ones, the short ones before the long ones, and the framed ones before the ones that students
could do in creative ways”. Importance is attached to developing students’ language output and designing

communicative, practical and easy exercises.

5. Teaching Arrangements and Suggestions

This set of teaching materials is suggested to be taught in 2 ~ 3 months and followed by Elementary
Chinese: Comprehensive Course. The teaching arrangements are as follows:

Lesson 1 ~ Lesson 16 are suggested to be taught with 2-4 class hours per lesson;

Lesson 17 ~ Lesson 32 are suggested to be taught with 4 class hours per lesson;

Each of the six unit reviews is suggested to be taught in two class hours.

Teachers can also make their own teaching schedules based on the specific needs of teaching.

6. Acknowledgements

This is one of the teaching materials for undergraduates written by College of Chinese Studies of
Beijing Language and Culture University. We’d like to extend our gratitude to the following people: Prof.
Guo Peng, Dean of the College of Chinese Studies; Prof. Zhao Jing and Prof. Shen Shuying, for their
hard work and efforts to plan and organize the compilation of the series. Our thanks also go to Prof. Chen
Tianshun and Ni Mingliang, for their concern and support. Our special thanks go to Prof. Cui Yonghua for
his revisions, without which, it would be impossible for the series to make a breakthrough.

Last but not least, we appreciate Ms. Zhang Jian, the Editor-in-Chief of Beijing Language and Culture
University Press, for her support for the publication of the series.

Although we made great efforts in the compilation process, the series is still not perfect. We will
cooperate with the learners and teachers using it, heed their suggestions and advice with an open mind and
make constant efforts for its further improvement.

The authors
March, 2013
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T4y

Hello

== 3 & 7= | Learning Tips

. b [p] p [p] m [m] FIf]
AEE
L d [t] t[t] n [n] L[]
Initials .
g [k] k [k°] h [x]
ala] ai [a1] 0o [au] an [an] ang [an]
Ealss i [i] ia [iA] iao [iau] ian [ien] iang [ian]
Finals u [u] ua [ua]  uai [uai] uan [uan] uang [uan]
in [in] ing[ig]  uo [uo] ou [ou]
FEARH  Basic tones (including four tones)
A A Y
Tones
ba bd ba ba
— -y = Pu
Yishéng  Ershéng Sadnshéng Sishéng
(First tone) (Second tone) (Third tone) (Fourth tone)

* RS A

PARRAR S B SE BRI 89 = A B, R AR

The illustrations in this book demonstrate the pronunciation variations of the third-tone in the actual situations, with

the pronunciation characteristics of being low and flat.

http://www.purpleculture.net
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EMSGERSHE (L) R’E

o HEMREIMRE FRUKS , AR EERBR TENR S . EE, XA
VR PR R S DO A IR AR AR X (4 R i IR Z (a2 e, R A A LA
P A LA o

Find your most relaxed and lowest-pitched voice, and read the following syllables according

to the diagram. Note: This is your range of the Chinese tones, within which tones vary from

high to low. This is the prerequisite to pronouncing other tones.

NERNE—E—XXERG
An Example Demonstrating the Relationship of
Chinese Pronunciation, Form and Meaning

i e,

Internet bar
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P €

pinyin Hanzi
(Chinese pronunciation) /' (Chinese character)
v
i &
L
‘1‘*‘?
w
ylyi

(Meaning “eight” )

oW F HE, # B E ORE
Ting shuo xué pinyin, du xié kao Hanzi.

Develop listening and speaking skills using pinyin;

and reading and writing skills using Chinese characters.

FHROF B L, A EE I,
Zhangwo yin xing yi, cong zheli kaishi.
This will be your first step to Chinese pronunciation, form and meaning.

o3
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EuUEEESHIE (b)) R
1B Text | & ol

I~ 419 New words

A: /rlll‘: %! ap e . - \
. HaE AT 3 = 3%
Ni hdo! Pinyin ~ Word Class Meaning in English
B: &k 4F! B ni Pr you
Ni hdo! +F hdo A good; fine; OK
A AR Y U= mdng A busy
N mdng ma? an interrogative particle
uj_!] ma Pt for questions expecting a
B. © = yes-or-no answer
. o)
S bu Adv no; not

Bu mdng.

ﬁ’ 4r—4; Exercises
1. r—Mr, ¥%i—i  Listen and read.
2. JREZINE  Read after the teacher.
3. WA—EH, {0k Work in pairs to play the roles and read the text.

4. I AN—2H, /rfa{a3{#H Work in pairs and play the roles.

A= .
| Pronunciation

B h2El% Study and practice

O =& . HEMEE Initials, finals and tones

DUR A PR S . — a1 E AR BRI F WA AR, X
WA

Chinese is a tonal language. A Chinese syllable usually consists of an initial, a final, and a tone.

Syllables with different tones have different meanings.

http://www.purpleculture.net


http://www.purpleculture.net

¥ 1R REF
shéngdito
/ Tone
b a Meaning “eight”
shengmu ~ “yunmu

Initial Final

DUR R 4 — 3 21 AN B 39 Bk (A2 ) Horbdse i FHAY 38 AN B, P
X 3 AR Do ANPREED 11 AR RE L 19 Mgk,

There are altogether 21 initials and 39 finals in Mandarin Chinese (the most frequently-used
38 finals are taught in this book and among them i has 3 different pronunciations). 11 initials and 19

finals are taught in this lesson.

kﬁ—ﬁ, 133—13:-\ Read and pronounce  gF 01-02

A Initials

b [p] p[p‘] m [m] f[f]
d [t] t[t] n [n] I [1]
g [k] k [k*] h [x]

= Finals

a[a] ai [ar1] ao [au] an [an] ang [ag]

i [i] ia [ia] ioo [iau]  ian [ien] iang [ian]
u [u] ua [ua] uai [uai] uan [uan] uang [uay]
in [in] ing [in] uo [uo] ou [ou]

PUE ) 6 A DU JEAR S /], o 5lE “SF—m . B/, H=m. FEmET, [RK
“—p . T =L T, R 0 T R, TRIBERHEATAS A R LE R
FARRT & 5o

Mandarin Chinese has four basic tones, namely, first tone, second tone, third tone and fourth

¢ [ T L BTV 1)

tone, which is respectively indicated as * , , and “ ~ 7. The following diagram shows

their respective simulated sound patterns and pitches.


http://www.purpleculture.net

EMDGEGSHE (B IRE

ba bé bd
AN I ¥e oy
(eight) (to pull out) (target) (father)
— L = DU
Yishéng Ershéng Sadnshéng Sishéng
(First tone) (Second tone) (Third tone) (Fourth tone)

1) —3& Firsttone

Yishéng

N
oz

=V
1) H o

Fe AR R RS IR, R ¢ 5 . Bl ba.

It is a high and level tone. Pronounce in a relatively high voice, and appropriately extend the

sound, like the musical note 4} 5. For example, ba.

* A PIA R DU R s BT

All the Chinese characters corresponding to the syllables in this book are example characters.

60
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F1i18 REF

(2) =& Third tone’

Sadnshéng
. =R EAPIRPEN
B, BETHRE.

TEFFHCR BT OU R, 4R3I A S A E R, ZREsmsAiaTt. Bilin: ba (target).
bdi (hundred). ku (bitter),

It is a low tone and has two cases of pronunciation:

Firstly, the pronunciation of a monosyllable.

Relax your vocal cord and pronounce the sound using your lowest voice and then raise your

voice slightly. For example, bd (target), bdi (hundred), and kU (bitter).

B, BREE LMY HAL S B

AHAE W ERAE A SRR, SRR RKATHREL, BT REER, =R
— R BN AR BRI E . BBl madi hud (to buy flowers), Guba (Cuba). lidng
tian (two days).

Secondly, other cases excluding monosyllables.

If a third-tone syllable is followed by another syllable, it becomes very short. Stop at the point
of your lowest voice without raising it. For example, mdi hua (to buy flowers), Guba (Cuba), lidng

tian (two days).
(3 Z& Second tone
Ershéng

v

bk,

X, PUR SRR SR AR IR . =R TR DU Y, X ERDAE e T =
PR WA IR SRR T AT A, R BT, CEZEX R, A5SR
HEMR; R, R =R ABTHREE TR RGR A, ATRAUUREE ST R CTRT RYSERT,
PR AL =57 e “ 7 ZRiZ .

In contrast to traditionally following the order of the first, second, third and fourth tones, the teaching and exercises
of the four tones are arranged in the order of the first, third, second and fourth tones. This is because the first tone is a
relative high pitch in contrast to the third one, so it is easy to learn both by referring to each other. Secondly, learning
to pronounce the third tone helps you find the starting point of the second tone. In other words, learning to pronounce
the third tone lays the foundation for pronouncing the second tone. As a result, this set of teaching materials practices

the third tone before the second tone.

o/
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EMSGERSHE (L) R’E

HF A A EMS, RS mRE BT, BRIRE R — IS, R R
B A By R R ERRIE, 2RISR “What?” I AYIEE . F40: bd (to pull out).
ldi (to come). ndn (difficult),

It is a rising tone.

Find the point of your lowest voice and raise it quickly to the pitch approximate of the first
tone as if you are not clear about or don’t understand something. It is similar to the tone of “What?”

in English. For example, bd (to pull out), Idi (to come), ndn (difficult).

(4) M7 Fourth tone
Sishéng

F#E L

HoF B — I AR R, ANE AR A, e R R A A iR AR, L
MRBN IR, IR BRI & 1 “Oh!” MiEIE, B3 &l “Let’s go!” H1 “go” Wik
. f0: ba (father), da (big). kan (to see).

It is a falling tone.

Rapidly fall from a relatively high pitch of the first tone to the point of your lowest voice,
like the tone of the English exclamatory expression “Oh!” or the tone of “go” in “Let’s go!”. For

example, ba (father), da (big) and kan (to see).

i#—i% | Read & 01-04
—7 First tone
Yishéng
ba la dao mao
eight to pull knife cat
E——
a ma gao bdo ti dou
ah mother high bag to kick; to play all
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=7 Third tone

Sadnshéng
bd pdo bi gou
target to run pen, pencil, etc. dog
v
ni ldo hdo na tu
you old good which soil
=+
Guba nd tian hudnght dékagi  a
Cuba which day in a trance to open ~
A =
fangfa digu tianti gdaokbo .
method low ebb celestial body college entrance examination .

—7/A Second tone

Ers héng

né du pd |6u

to take to read to climb building

o] bdi l&n ta | gué
cancer white blue picture  to come country
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EMSGERSHE (L) R’E

tdlou nd guod didnming mai fang /
tower building which country to call the roll to buy a house -
VO eV
tidoli guétu mini tubido / """""
to nurse one’s health national territory  mini- chart e
M7 Fourth tone
Sishéng
bao bing U fan
newspaper ill road food
da dai tai mai dao ba
big to wear too to sell to reach father
=R+ U
bdohu [fmao dddong gudnggto \ :
to protect courtesy  to move; to arouse one’s feelings advertisement — A
PuFs + =5
daolt dili banfd bumdn \\\\‘ """""
hows and whys geography method discontented = a —

@ =T Third tone sandhi
P =P — R, S — AN R R T

Where there are two consecutive third tones, the first one is pronounced a second tone.

10 @
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{ BRI | Read after me

e.g.: ni hdo (hello)

& 0105

yusdn (umbrella)
ting hdo (very well)

/-,/\

What did you say?
!
I can’t hear you clearly! @an hear you n@
LAl PR YRR R T

[ E—iE | Read

[dobdn

boss

da Idobdn
big boss

mingdn

sensitive

tai mingdn

too sensitive

& 01-06

|doht
tiger

da laohu
big tiger

yusdn

umbrella

dai ytsan
to take an umbrella
(with sb.)

¥ ¥i%4>] More exercises

¢) "B Dictation

(1) 35, AES - - 7 B RTRIRERE, SR EZ a8 o7,

& o107

bitdng

pen container

da bitdng

big pen container

fuddo
to tutor

ni fuddo

You work as a tutor.

gdnldn

olive

da gdnldn

big olive

lingddo

leader

hdo lingddo
good leader
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EMSGERSHE (L) R’E

- “ o, " K v

Distinguish the tones and mark the tones you hear using the tonal mark “ = 7, ,

or “ ~ 7. Place the tonal marks on the coloured letters.
ti — ti ting — ting ma  — mad
%) to kick; to play 32 tolift 9T to listen 4% to park 4% mother Z horse
gou — gou fan — fan bao — bao
#) hook % dog T sail 4R food ¢, bag IR newspaper
mao — mao guo — guad hao — hoo
B hat 4% cat # to hang ¥ to shave 4F good 5 trumpet
tu — tu bi — bi do — da
&, rabbit L soil £ nose % pen, pencil, etc. £ to answer 7 to beat

(2) P8k, BHARITEINEEE

Distinguish the initials and write down what you hear.

a — a a — a an — dan
/\ eight ¥\ to bend over A picture 3£ to read e difficult 3% blue
dgo — do an — an a— a
¥, torun  4# to be full F todo A& tosee 2 he F5- to put up
ou — ou i — i

% enough 4= tobuttonup T a measure word for horses %, pen, pencil, etc.

(3) B8, BHARTBINEEE.

Distinguish the finals and write down what you hear.

I — | m  — m I —I

% tofall U@ toleak K. people % name A face 7 two

g — g b — b

JI\ any kind of it well-behaved #F to break off 3t class

melon or gourd with both hands

t — I — | d — d

X to escape f;—‘ article % to embrace %% naked % tasteless 4% grade

12 @
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(4) BHARITEIRRET

Write down the monosyllables you hear.

F1IE REF

% to wrap around £ nose # mother #% angry
F to do #X to dare 2L in a mess & to return
K fire 42 to button up 47 line; row 7t flower
7 two J& shop 7K ice K. people
(5) BHARTEIRRIGE T
Write down the disyllables you hear.
A& K to stare blankly #44% to drop anchor 7 7% method 61,3% to include
[H £ national A & picture

B X daytime

Combination of tones

HEA® to linger about

territory

& o108

ma ma ma mad ma md ma ma
bdogong baohdn bdogud baokuo
to contract for a job to contain parcel to include
ma ma ma ma mda ma ma ma
mingtian mingnidn minglido mingliang
tomorrow next year clear bright
md mad md md ma md ma ma
ddkai dd pai lTngtu nuli
to open to play cards territory to make great efforts

e 13
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ma mad ma md ma md ma ma
baofa baoming bumdn baodao
to break out to sign up dissatisfied; discontented | to report

€ HiE Read aloud & 01-09
tomorrow China to arrive
Ta mingtian I&i Zhongguo, ba didn dao Beéijing.

\ he/she \ to come \_eight o’clock " Beijing

=
AT

. -
| Characters

ﬁ dr.—%#) Exercises

O FF, BHRAVNFHNERBLE

Read and circle the correct pronunciation of the characters on the right

ni ni ni ni 1R
hdo hdo hdo hao %F
mang mdng mdng =

é i\—iA, E—i& Read and match

(s bu
%F mdng
= ma
v hdo
N ni

© 5INFEFRLEHE  Mark pinyin for the following characters

& = *F R Z

14 o
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@ JAENFE  Read the characters

1R
*F AR4F)

e A4 7 O
= ARG 9
S A=,

iEE Pronunciation

summary

iX= Characters
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