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Introduction

Chinese idioms are set phrases which normally consist of four characters.

X They have evolved over thousands of years and make the Chinese

| language richer and more colourful. Most Chinese idioms originate from

myths, fables and historical events. As a result, they do not conform to

modern Chinese grammatical structure or syntax; normally they are very
concise and abbreviated. They aim to convey the moral behind the story
instead of narrating the story itself. A Chinese idiom story will not only tell
you the meaning of a phrase, but will also help you to learn more about
Chinese culture. The example sentences in this book show how idioms

are used in context. Have fun!
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y& gong hao Iéng

Lord Ye Loves Dragons

W One pretends to like something but actually fears or

loathes it.
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% Vocabulary

1. *F hdao to love
2. HEFP chudnghu window
\
N 3. ¥ qidng wall

b gong palace
\\_/
5 X4 zhéme s0, such
6. 1= wdang towards
7. 1&7’% jinlai to come in
8. & jiegud as a result
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hud 16ng didn jing
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Dotting the Dragons’ Eyes

‘ w adding the touch that brings a work of art to life
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you guo le yi huir
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tian aging le rén men kdan ddo gidng
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