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Introduction

Chinese idioms are set phrases which normally consist of four characters.
They have evolved over thousands of years and make the Chinese
language richer and more colourful. Most Chinese idioms originate from
myths, fables and historical events. As a result, they do not conform to

modern Chinese grammatical structure or syntax; normally they are very

concise and abbreviated. They aim to convey the moral behind the story
instead of narrating the story itself. A Chinese idiom story will not only tell
you the meaning of a phrase, but will also help you to learn more about

Chinese culture. The example sentences in this book show how idioms

are used in context. Have fun!
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The Fox That Flaunted the Tiger’s Terror

m borrowing power to do evil

| Example EUCEti S S s NS DES-Y A3

AT R e




e

[ hui  d& shuo dul y& bu dul
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wo  shi I dan shi  ni bu k& yi chi wo yin
Uk e, 2RIk R T AL,

wei wd  shi sén lin  zhi wang Ido hU kan hud i you
ARABRNKZLE, 7 ZRAINEX
xidlo you shou bd  xin
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to men zOu ddao sen lin hén due xide
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W Vocabulary

ha/ndii

fox

to borrow, to make use of

power, prestige

a measure word for some animals

late

used to connect the modifier and the word modified
to believe

there




lidng hU xiang zhéng

Two Tigers in a Fight

m a fight between the two biggest
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s en. el chl@ flom xigng U’ sha I1do hu
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