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Introduction

Chinese idioms are set phrases which normally consist of four characters.
They have evolved over thousands of years and make the Chinese
language richer and more colourful. Most Chinese idioms originate from
myths, fables and historical events. As a result, they do not conform to
modern Chinese grammatical structure or syntax; normally they are very
concise and abbreviated. They aim to convey the moral behind the story
instead of narrating the story itself. A Chinese idiom story will not only tell
you the meaning of a phrase, but will also help you to learn more about
Chinese culture. The example sentences in this book show how idioms

are used in context. Have fun!



zhdo sdn mu  si
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Three at Dawn and Four at Dusk

The idiom originally means to fool others by playing
tricks. It later extends to mean changing one’s mind

frequently.
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Ido rén xidng le xiéng jiu  shuo zhe vyang
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W Vocabulary

1. 3 zh@o dawn, morning
2. ;g'; mu dusk, evening
3. HFR mé&i tian every day

fruit

qudzi

queé but

more and more

yueldiyue

zhangkai to open

luchud to show

zhéyang this way

used after a verb to indicate an upward movement

gilai



shul zhong IGo  yue

The Monkey Attempts to Scoop up the Moon

m a fruitless attempt
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tian shang

XLk,

liong zdi

Ido hoéu  zi yi  tai  tdu kan jian yué liang hdi  zdi
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shuo bu yong le bu yong le yue
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tian shang ne
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zai  zhé  shi shU zhi dudn héu zi men
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dou dido dao shui li
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