Preface

Easy Chinese Series is intended for learners not studying in school. In
the title of this product, the word “Easy” says it all: this is an easy and
practical Chinese course helping learners to get achievement fast. It is
produced in order to bring more people into contact with Chinese, and
to give them an opportunity to speak Chinese, write characters, learn to
communicate with Chinese people and cope with some practical problems
in a short period of time without going to class, having no teachers, nor
grueling schedules, nor the drudgery of learning grammatical rules and

writing characters with complex strokes.

Easy Chinese Series contains two parts: Understanding Chinese is
produced for non-Chinese who are interested in Chinese and Chinese
culture, and wish to communicate with Chinese people. Speak Out is
produced for learners who have little time, but have to use basic Chinese
in their daily work or life.

Easy Chinese Series can be used not only as study material, but also
as an emergency reference while living, studying, working or traveling in
China.

Easy Chinese Series is a multimedia set including books, MP3s and
DVDs. It can also be used via television networks or the Internet. It offers

learners a multimedia, multi-faceted option for learning Chinese.

Chief Compiler
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To the Learner

Understanding Chinese is one of the two textbooks of the “Easy
Chinese Series”. There are some differences between the Chinese and
English titles of this textbook. The Chinese title is Qingsong Rumen.
Qingsong means “nice and easy”. Rumen means “to enter the gate”. This
title was chosen because we hope the readers of this textbook are able to
take a nice and easy approach to entering the world of Chinese language
study. Its English title is Understanding Chinese. This title was chosen
because learning a language requires learners to understand more than just
the language itself. When learning a language, understanding its people,
culture, and society are just as important as understanding the language
itself, hence the title Understanding Chinese. The English and the Chinese
titles are to complement each other, for when learners truly understand the
Chinese language, the people, culture and society, learning Chinese will

become nice and easy.
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There are no complicated grammatical explanations or teaching

of strokes of characters and stroke orders in this textbook. The main
purpose of this textbook is to offer beginners of the Chinese language

a practical means to learn fundamental Chinese, the cultural dos and
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don’ts, and differences between Western and Chinese cultures. In teaching
fundamental Chinese, this textbook presents useful expressions and
idioms for real-life situations, which will allow learners to learn practical

Chinese quickly and effectively.

Understanding Chinese is divided into two parts and contains thirty-

eight units, each featuring:
@ Subject outlines the topic of the unit.

¢ Language Focus provides “key phrases and sentences” that you
will need in real-life situations. The headphone signs indicate that
there are recordings of the phrases and sentences in the MP3, where
the phrases and sentences are read in both a slow speed and a standard
speed. The slow-speed reading will allow learners to clearly hear what
is being said and to focus on the proper pronunciation of each word.
The standard-speed reading mimics the real-life conversation, thus

making it a practical real-life learning experience.

4 Dialogues provides a context for readers to learn key sentences and
phrases, so that they can have a better understanding of how Chinese
people express themselves in real-life situations. The Chinese texts,
their pinyin and English translations are provided for easy and clear
cross-referencing. In addition, the headphone and the CD signs
indicate that there are corresponding recordings and kinescopes for the
dialogues. Moreover, in the MP3, learners can listen to the dialogues
in either slow speed or standard speed. Moreover, they can watch the
video clips in the DVD that depict the real-life situations presented in
the textbook.
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¢ Notes provides in-depth explanations of difficult language points and
cultural aspects, helping learners to express themselves correctly and
appropriately in Chinese. Additional explanations are displayed next

to real-life examples, making it convenient and easy to look up.

& Exercises, providing exercises of various levels based on the
sentences and phrases occurring in the text, gives learners the
opportunity to practice what they have learned. The key signs indicate

that there are answer keys attached at the end of this book.

@ Cultural Tips illustrates cultural differences in communication in
some situations with concise expressions, and displays information
which is the most important but easy to be ignored. This will help you
communicate with Chinese successfully with the simplest Chinese and

communication strategies.

¢ Language Enrichment provides you with additional useful phrases
and sentences related to the subjects covered. Recordings are also

available for this section.

If learners want to have a thorough understanding of what he or she
has learned, we suggest that they start from the beginning of each unit
and work through the entire one. If time is a problem, you may jump

directly to Language Focus and Cultural Tips.

In addition, the appendix in the end of the textbook contains the
vocabulary, expressions and phrases covered in the Subject, Language
Focus, Dialogues, Exercises and Language Enrichment sections, which

are presented in both Chinese and English for learners’ convenience.
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Abbreviations for Parts of Speech

FEHE R
Abbreviations for Parts of Speech

Abbreviation R
adj. Adjective jiZ et
adv. Adverb AlliH
ap. Adjective Phrase TEAS R R
IE. Idiomatic Epression >J A
int. Interjection Y 3H]
m. Measure Word 1A
mdpt. Modal Particle A
n. Noun 4 1A)
np. Noun Phrase ALy
num. Numerals £
opV. Optative Verb REfE Bl n]
part. Particle i)
pn. Proper Noun LH 4
pre. Prefix sk
prep. Preposition yinti|
pron. Pronoun R3]
qap. Question Pronoun B IF) AR 35
V. Verb A

vp. Verb Phrase A
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S R AR
Canzhud  Liyi

Table Manners

A person with good table manners is considered
by Chinese as polite. Since most Chinese show their
hospitality and friendship by inviting you to dinner,
it’s important that you are well prepared for the
situation.
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%3)ES  Language Focus

@ E i Key Words and Phrases

O (—) &L (v)didnr m.
0 FT ey hdo de IE.
@ ¥t hdochi adj.
0 & hdokan adj.

@ E 4 Key Sentences

0 % (—) &L,
Du6 chi (yi) didnr.

Please eat some more.

O v54T/Me T Y
Chihdo/b&ole ma?

How’s everything?

O RiFrz,
Hén hdochi.

It’s delicious.

Table Manners

a little; a bit
OK; all right
delicious

good-looking; look nice
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£i&Rfl Dialogues

[(EREZPEHKHEKAZIR, ]

wain: &, %vg s )L,

IE: W, M. MR
CETEX A
AR F .

wam: HE, HE,

[AZR%. KERE—FRLBELE T
B, ]

K éé\/%ﬂ\o
[REFBI—PEFRT —LEH A, ]

wie: FIER, W,
AE SHW, LE %,

K Z:/g:/;h, Z:/g/;ho

[Wang Lé&i zai nlipéngyou Zhang
Lu jia chi fan.]

Zhang LU ma:
wang Léi, dud chi
didnr a.

Wéng L&i: Hdo de, hdo de. Ayi
zuo de cai hén hdoch,
y& hén hdokan.

Zhang Lu ma: Ndali, ndli.

[Tongxué juhui. Zhang Hué duanal
yi béi héngjili géiyi ge tongxué.]

Zhang Hud: Géi ni.
[You géiingwai yi ge téngxué jiale
yixié tiandidn.]

Zhang Hud: Bié keqi, chi a.

Toéngxué: Dud xie a, Ido
tongxué.
Zhang Hud: BU keaqi, bu keai.
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[Wang Lei is having dinner
at the home of Zhang Lu, his
girlfriend.)
Zhang Lu’mother:
Wang Lei, have some
more.
Wang Lei: Thanks. These dishes
are really delicious,

and they look nice too.

Zhang Lu’mother:
Thank you.

[At a party, Zhang Hua passes
a glass of wine to one of his
classmates.]

Zhang Hua: Here you are.
[Zhang gets some dessert for ano-
ther classmate. |

Zhang Hua: Please help yourself.
Eat some more.
Classmate: Thanks a lot, buddy.

Zhang Hua: You’re welcome.

Table Manners

I8 Notes

@ Chinese often say “ %724 " at
dinner tables, which means, “Please have
some more.” Other expressions that use
a similar pattern, you will hear when you
get cold include:

Zx—E L (KR .

Du6 chudn yididnr (yifu).

Put on more clothes.
And when you catch a cold, you will
hear:

% — | LA

Dud hé yididnr shui.

Drink some more water.

@ [#2] means “delicious” or “taste
good”. Similar expressions that combine
“#7” and one of the senses are:
# + v (he) — #F% taste good
¥ + W (ting) — 47 sound good
# + & (kan) — # % look good
it + [ (wen) — # & smell good
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£i&Rfl Dialogues

[(FEFEERIZR. ]

#it: AV H T 057
wr T, WA

LA BRRZER IR TR, ]

A: H&%ﬁ ) %ﬁ@!
B: I HLIE X BT M AF By, X

REH, TRIFE!

[LT Yang afng kehu chi fan.]

LV Yang: NFmen chih&ole ma?

Kehu: HAo le, xiexie|

[JI ge péngyou zai fandian

chiwdén fan.]

A: Fwuyudn, mdaidan|

B: DA dianhud zhi gidn shudhdo
de. zhei ci wd ging, xia ci
ni gingl

C: Nimen lid bié zhéng le.

wo yijing jiewan le.
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Table Manners

I8 Notes

- @ [ 4] and[* #] both follow the pattern
of a verb plus a supplement. Similar

[Li Yang takes some clients out phrases are “z scchiwan (finish one’s

to dinner. | meal)” and
something)”. “/” “4” indicates

£ #|maidao (have bought

Li Yang: How’s everything? the result of an action, or the status of
Clients: Great ! Thanks a lot. that result. Toward the end of the dinner,

the host/hostess always asks the guests

if they are satisfied with the meal to

IV show his/her hospitality. 4 77 " is

more polite and used on more formal

[A group of people have just fini- occasions, whereas “7 7% 7 7 " is often
shed their meal in a restaurant.] used between friends and acquaintances.

A: Waiter, check please.
@ Youcansay ‘" or ‘i at the

end of a meal to ask the waiter to bring
B: | thought we had a deal. It’s you the check.
my treat this time and your
turn next time.

C: No need to argue. I’ve paid
the bill already.
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%3

Exercises

© . HEISRR, A5 AR R — i

Make sentences with the given words and phrases.

1. Please eat some more.

% — B L i vz
dud yidianr aing chi

2. This dish is very delicious.

% ¥ 1 o
zhe cai hén hdochi
L BRI,
Express the following functions and notions.
1. A friend invites you to dinner. Tell him/her how much you like the

dishes.
2. Ask for the check at the end of the dinner.

@ = mEEE, SORAIE.

Complete the dialogues according to the context.

1LA: Rt 7 50? 2N FEEA, HvnE o
Ni chihdole ma? Blyao keqi, dud chi didnr.
How’s everything? Please help yourself. Have some
more.

B: B:
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Table Manners

PO, SEEILE,

Practice your Chinese.

Invite your friends, old and new, Chinese and otherwise, to have a
potluck dinner at your place.

IH—RE
Cultural Tips

In general, although the food is put in a big dish at the center of the
table for all to take from, it’s a good manner to take your portion in one
move and please don’t move your chopsticks to and fro inside the big
plate if you don’t want to leave a bad impression to others. If you’re not
skillful at chopsticks and not sure about taking your portion to your own
plate in one move, use “public” chopsticks or spoon instead. Moreover,
if you invite others to dinner, then you can take food for those sitting

next to you to show your hospitality and sincerity.

MEEER @
Language Enrichment
@ rKkx Koushui Ji Spicy Sichuan chicken
A HEN Guldo Rou Sweet and sour pork
@ [HmK Hufgud Rou Twice cooked pork
O YT Lazi Jiding Diced chicken with chili
O HEEE Mdapo Doufu Bean curd cooked in hot sauce
0O HhuEn BasT Pinggud Apple in hot toffee
D “EHZ Jingjiang RousT Sweet shredded pork with Chinese
onions

O Jdtrimn Beiing Kdoya Peking roast duck
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