Preface

Easy Chinese Series is intended for learners not studying in school. In
the title of this product, the word “Easy” says it all: this is an easy and
practical Chinese course helping learners to get achievement fast. It is
produced in order to bring more people into contact with Chinese, and
to give them an opportunity to speak Chinese, write characters, learn to
communicate with Chinese people and cope with some practical problems
in a short period of time without going to class, having no teachers, nor
grueling schedules, nor the drudgery of learning grammatical rules and

writing characters with complex strokes.

Easy Chinese Series contains two parts: Understanding Chinese is
produced for non-Chinese who are interested in Chinese and Chinese
culture, and wish to communicate with Chinese people. Speak Out is
produced for learners who have little time, but have to use basic Chinese
in their daily work or life.

Easy Chinese Series can be used not only as study material, but also
as an emergency reference while living, studying, working or traveling in
China.

Easy Chinese Series is a multimedia set including books, MP3s and
DVDs. It can also be used via television networks or the Internet. It offers

learners a multimedia, multi-faceted option for learning Chinese.

Chief Compiler
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To the Learner

Understanding Chinese is one of the two textbooks of the “Easy
Chinese Series”. There are some differences between the Chinese and
English titles of this textbook. The Chinese title is Qingsong Rumen.
Qingsong means “nice and easy”. Rumen means “to enter the gate”. This
title was chosen because we hope the readers of this textbook are able to
take a nice and easy approach to entering the world of Chinese language
study. Its English title is Understanding Chinese. This title was chosen
because learning a language requires learners to understand more than just
the language itself. When learning a language, understanding its people,
culture, and society are just as important as understanding the language
itself, hence the title Understanding Chinese. The English and the Chinese
titles are to complement each other, for when learners truly understand the
Chinese language, the people, culture and society, learning Chinese will

become nice and easy.
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There are no complicated grammatical explanations or teaching

of strokes of characters and stroke orders in this textbook. The main
purpose of this textbook is to offer beginners of the Chinese language

a practical means to learn fundamental Chinese, the cultural dos and
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don’ts, and differences between Western and Chinese cultures. In teaching
fundamental Chinese, this textbook presents useful expressions and
idioms for real-life situations, which will allow learners to learn practical

Chinese quickly and effectively.

Understanding Chinese is divided into two parts and contains thirty-

eight units, each featuring:
@ Subject outlines the topic of the unit.

¢ Language Focus provides “key phrases and sentences” that you
will need in real-life situations. The headphone signs indicate that
there are recordings of the phrases and sentences in the MP3, where
the phrases and sentences are read in both a slow speed and a standard
speed. The slow-speed reading will allow learners to clearly hear what
is being said and to focus on the proper pronunciation of each word.
The standard-speed reading mimics the real-life conversation, thus

making it a practical real-life learning experience.

4 Dialogues provides a context for readers to learn key sentences and
phrases, so that they can have a better understanding of how Chinese
people express themselves in real-life situations. The Chinese texts,
their pinyin and English translations are provided for easy and clear
cross-referencing. In addition, the headphone and the CD signs
indicate that there are corresponding recordings and kinescopes for the
dialogues. Moreover, in the MP3, learners can listen to the dialogues
in either slow speed or standard speed. Moreover, they can watch the
video clips in the DVD that depict the real-life situations presented in
the textbook.
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¢ Notes provides in-depth explanations of difficult language points and
cultural aspects, helping learners to express themselves correctly and
appropriately in Chinese. Additional explanations are displayed next

to real-life examples, making it convenient and easy to look up.

& Exercises, providing exercises of various levels based on the
sentences and phrases occurring in the text, gives learners the
opportunity to practice what they have learned. The key signs indicate

that there are answer keys attached at the end of this book.

@ Cultural Tips illustrates cultural differences in communication in
some situations with concise expressions, and displays information
which is the most important but easy to be ignored. This will help you
communicate with Chinese successfully with the simplest Chinese and

communication strategies.

¢ Language Enrichment provides you with additional useful phrases
and sentences related to the subjects covered. Recordings are also

available for this section.

If learners want to have a thorough understanding of what he or she
has learned, we suggest that they start from the beginning of each unit
and work through the entire one. If time is a problem, you may jump

directly to Language Focus and Cultural Tips.

In addition, the appendix in the end of the textbook contains the
vocabulary, expressions and phrases covered in the Subject, Language
Focus, Dialogues, Exercises and Language Enrichment sections, which

are presented in both Chinese and English for learners’ convenience.
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Abbreviations for Parts of Speech

F—iR
Di-yT Ke
Lesson 1

®soim
Di- &r Keé

Lesson 2

=g
Di- san Ke
Lesson 3

£ MR
Di-si Ké
Lesson 4

EHIF
Di- wu Ke
Lesson 5

FENIR
Di- lii Ke
Lesson 6

AR E
Jibén Jidoji YongyU
Hello & Goodbye

FRIET (ER)
Chénghu | (zhéngshi)
Forms of Address I (Formal)

PRI (JEIER)
Chénghu || (F&i Zhéngshi)
Forms of Address II (Informal)

TR

D& Zhaohu
Greetings

#EE
Hanxuan
Phatic Expressions

E#K
Dao Qian
Apologizing

16

22

28

36
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FLiR
Di- ai Ke
Lesson 7

F IR
Di- ba Ke
Lesson 8

FRIR
Di-jit Ke
Lesson 9

F+iR
Di-shi Ke
Lesson 10

£+—iF
Di- shiyi Ke
Lesson 11

F+ITiR
Di- shi’er Ke

Lesson 12

F£+=ig
Di- shisan Ke
Lesson 13

FTIIR

Di- shisi Ke
Lesson 14

EBEINHE
YUydan Goutong
Communicating

WRE

Qianxd

Responding to Compliments

&5
Gao Bié

Saying Goodbye

HF
Shuzi
Numbers

B4
Wen Jia

Asking for Price

T EH
T&o Jia Huan Jia
Bargaining

HRE B
Qingqid Bangzhu
Asking for a Favor

AL A
Zuo Chazdché
Taking a Taxi

42

50

56

62

72

80

90

96


http://www.purpleculture.net

F+HIE
Di- shiwl Ke

Lesson 15

- ANt
Di- shiliu Ke
Lesson 16

F++tig
Di- shigl Ke
Lesson 17

F£+/Ug
Di- shibd Ke
Lesson 18
FE+NiIR
Di- shijil Ke
Lesson 19
£+
Di- ershi Ke

Lesson 20

SEER

Cankdo D&’an
Keys to Exercises

HiIE RS
CiyU Sudyin

R T (ALE)
weén Lu | (Weizhi)
Asking for a Location

IR 3% 1 (75 1)
wen LU I (Fangxiang)
Asking for Directions

i) 3 1L (5 i)
wen Lu |l (Fangwei)
Giving Directions

Jiucan
Dining

HEID (kR)
Didn Cai | (Cdaidan)
Ordering Food

FRI (RBREX)
Didn Can || (Tésha Yaoqit)
Speical Dietary Needs

Index of Words and Phrases

104

112

118

128

136

146

154

159
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Abbreviations for Parts of Speech

FEHE R
Abbreviations for Parts of Speech

Abbreviation R
adj. Adjective jiZ et
adv. Adverb AlliH
ap. Adjective Phrase TEAS R R
IE. Idiomatic Epression >J A
int. Interjection Y 3H]
m. Measure Word 1A
mdpt. Modal Particle A
n. Noun 4 1A)
np. Noun Phrase ALy
num. Numerals £
opV. Optative Verb REfE Bl n]
part. Particle i)
pn. Proper Noun LH 4
pre. Prefix sk
prep. Preposition yinti|
pron. Pronoun R3]
qap. Question Pronoun B IF) AR 35
V. Verb A

vp. Verb Phrase A
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BEXXZIFHIE

Jibén Jidoji Yongyu

Hello & Goodbye

How to greet, thank people and what will Chinese
say when they part with each other? These are the

most frequently used expressions and among the

first things you should know.
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Hello & Goodbye

%3)EHS  Language Focus

@ E =8 Key Words and Phrases

QO ni pron.
0 i hdo adj.
0 K wo pron.

O #iE xiexie V.
@ x5 bukéd

0 HIL zaijian V.

@ E 54 Key Sentences
0 4!

N hdol

How do you do?

O FEA!
BU kel

You’re welcome.

you
good; well
I; me
thank

you’re welcome; don’t mention it;
that’s all right

goodbye; see you

O
Xiexie|
Thanks.

0 #H !
Zaijian|
Goodbye.
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£i&Rfl Dialogues

<P
A, |

E p ARG

maR: i)

£ 7 REHEED,
RER: HRHE,

[BiBHA. ]
A fREF
NS SIS SIS s I

S
REE. ]

LES RPN
B %
W4se: FEAN

[2E TEEAT, ]

| #8: -‘Tﬁ-ﬂu‘

[Fawutai]

v

Keht: NI hdol

Fawuyudn: Ni hdol
Kehu: WO zhdo Yang jingil.

Fawlyudn: Qing shdo déng.

[Lu yu sharén.]
A: NI héO!

B: Ni hdo! Ni hdol NI hdol

[chagudn ii]
Fawlyudn: Qing hé chal

Guké: Xiexiel

Fawlyuén: BU keqil

[GongsT xia ban shi.]
Téngshi A: Zaijian!

Téngshi B: Zaijian!
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[At the reception desk.]
Client: Hello!
Receptionist: Can | help you?
Client: 1’m looking for
Manager Yang.
Receptionist: Please wait a
moment.

[Meeting an acquaintance.)

A: Hello!
B: Hello!

[At a tea house.]
Waitress: Please have some
tea!
Customer: Thanks!
Waitress: You’re welcome!

[At time to get off duty.]

Colleague A: Goodbye.
Colleague B: Goodbye.

Hello & Goodbye

I8 Notes

@ [fr4r] is probably the most frequently
used expression to greet someone. It can
be used on many occasions, formal or
informal, and to various people, whom
you meet for the first time or whom
you’ve known for a long time. You can
always use “/7.47” to greet them, and the
reply is also “(7 47"

[#] is a respectful way of saying “{7".
When greeting someone who is older or
holds a higher position, you can use “/
477 to show respect.

@ [%47] is a job title. When addressing
someone, people in China often use the
pattern of “surname + position/title” to
show respect, for instance, “# # JiiL{
IGoshT”, which literally means Teacher Li.

@ Sometimes people also use more than
one “/14” to express how happy and
excited they are to meet someone.

@ In Chinese, the most frequently
used word to say goodbye is “¥ L7 “F”
means “again” and “.” means “see”. So
if we put them together, “# i.” means
“hope to see you again”.
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Exercises

— . DA Ao R ) i R B0 I PR SR 3L

Match the Chinese expressions with the English ones.

FEA bukea Thanks.

S5 ni hdo You’re welcome.
L zaijian Hello!

%3 ingli manager

ikl xiexie Goodbye.

© . BRI, TR A I,
Choose the proper answer according to the context.

1. When you meet an elder who is about seventy or eighty, you can say
; when you meet your boss, who is about fifty,

you can say

A ARFF! N hdol B.&4F1 Nin hdo! C.{&{14F! Nimen hdo!

2. When someone thanks you for your help, you can say ;
when you are satisfied with the service at a restaurant, you can say to
the waiter ; when you walk your guests to the door,
you can say

A. ! Xiexiel B.ARZ A Bukeail C.FE ! Zaijian!

=. B&KI,
Express the following functions and notions.

1. When visiting your friend, you meet his parents. Please greet them.

2. Say goodbye to your colleagues when you are about to get off duty.
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MU, SEEILE,

Practice your Chinese.

Hello & Goodbye

You are attending a lecture at your embassy in Beijing, where you find

quite a number of Chinese scholars and university students. Try to make

some Chinese friends.

SH—RE
Cultural Tips

The most common way of greeting people is “ {747 and you can use it
to greet people you meet anytime and anywhere. A greeting and a smile

will erase the distance between you. Don’t worry if your tone is not

correct or the handshake is not sincere enough. A simple “ {747 will

make you two friends, and then all the good things will follow.

NEEEE @
Language Enrichment

O & ) ni (men)

0 * (i) wd (men)

O fir (ft) ta (men)

O 7RI Nimen hdol
O G Nin guixing?
O PR Huanying ni!

@ ARMREE Renshini hén gdoxing!

you
I (we); me (us)

he (they); him (them)

How do you do?

May | have your surname,

please?

Welcome.

Nice to meet you.
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