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dates back more than three thousand years, and it is especially
intriguing to see how Chinese characters developed sinee their
basically pictographic origins in ancient China. By the end of the
lesson, you will be able to express some everyday greetings in
Chinese,

@ b5 [4T#8RF1
Saying hello
Li Yping:  Libd, nl héo, ® / ek || T
BEE: K, ik ¥, sl sl
Lbs: NI hdo, Li Yiping. AP Al
hig: 4k ¥, B o@mE, AR ES
S
“\‘L-; _ |
= & = ¢ ii
L %17 lh‘m— Words
L e R A S I D .
| |
1 & nl Pr 4k you 1
[ | |
i1 & hdo A ﬂ good, well, fine, OK [ |
1 ]
: & Lu Yiping PN  FEA-F  (name of a Chinese reporter) :
| O Libd PN ik {name of a Canadian student) :
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it B  Notes

() Ni hdo.

.

"Hellol”, "How do you do?”

This is the mast common form of greeting in Chinesa. It can be used at any time of the day
whan meating peopla for the first time or for people you know. The response o this greeting form

is also “Ni hdo (HRET)

2 Ni héio ma?

il Bl
"How are you?"

This is also a form of greeting, often used after you have not seen someone for some time, and
the response is usually "W han hic (ZE0LE )" or other similar polite, conventional verbal exchanges.

(3 Nine? |

“And (how are) you?"

@) _Yé hén hao. |

*{l am) fine (literally, very good), foo.”

This iz an elliptical sentence, with the subject “wa (3F)° omitted. In spoken Chinese, when
the context is explicit and there is no ambiguity, the subject is oftan omitted. One may also say "M

héo ma? ({REFIS 7 ) 1o answer the question "Hin hae (TRIF),

E 554 >]  Pronunciation Drills

o 1

A= Inifials: b p
#18 Finals: a [+]
ao an

ie

in

| h
u u
ing uo
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254 >2]  Conversation Practice

® #4%) KEY SENTENCES

1. NI hiio, 3. W hén hiio, ol ne?
2. Ni héio ma? 4. Y& hén hio.

(=) [¥T#8M Saying hellol

1. Rl THI£€iE Complete the following dialogue
Lin Ma: Libo, ni hao!
Libg:

2. ®WEASi1E Make dialogues based on the pictures

(Z) [iEf& Greetingsl

1. R TH£i#E Complete the following dialogue
Ma Li: Ni hto ma?
Ld Vi : ?
M& Li: W3 y& hén héo.

2. ¥B&iE Situational dialogue

You mun into a Chinese friend whom you haven't seen for a long time. What will you say to

him [her?
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i5 1%  Phonetics

B AR  Initials and finals

A syllable in the common speech of modem Chinese usually consists of an initial, which
is a consonant that begins the syllable, and a final, which constitutes the rest of the syllable.
For example, in the syllable “ping™, “p™ is the initial and “ing™ iz the final. A syllable can stand
without an initial, such as *y&", but all syllables must have a final, In the common speech of
modemn Chinese, there are altogether 21 initials and 38 finals.

A ZHES Key points of pronunciation

Initials:
m, n, [, 7 are pronounced similarly to their counterparts in the English language,
b like “p" in “speak™ (unaspirated, voiceless)
p like “p"™ in “park” (aspirated, voiceless)

Mote: Particular attention should be paid to the pronunciation of the aspirated and
unaspirated consonants: b-p.

Finals:
e like “er” in “her™
ie like “ye™ im “ves"
=ng (final) a nasalised sound like the “ng” in “bang" without pronouncing the “g™
Note: The pronunciation of the “e” in a compound final iz different from that of the simple
ﬁnﬂl IIEIFI

E) 5i@ Tones
Chinese is a tonal language in which the tones convey differences in meaning.

M (ba) % (ba) B (ba) # (b
eight pull target father
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In common speech there are four basic tones, represented respectively by the following tone
marks:

“ = for the first tone,

* ™ for the second tone,

# ¥ for the third tone,

and* * * for the fourth tone.

When a syllable contains only a single vowel, the tone mark is placed directly above the
vowel letter as in “l0" and “hén™. The dot over the vowel “™ should be dropped if the tone mark
is placed above it, as in “ni", “n'n" and “ping”. When the final of the syllable is composed of
two or more vowels, the tone mark should be placed above the vowel pronounced with the mouth
widest open (e.g. ho).

The openness of the mouth for the vowels, from the widest to the smallest is as follows:

a o e i wu u

=AFA Third-tone sandhi

A third tone, when immediately followed by another third tone, should be pronounced in the
second tone, but with the tone mark * ¥ * remaining unchanged. For example:
nihdéo  — ni hio
hén hic — hén hio

B 58N Spelling rules

At the beginning of a syllable, “i” is written as " (e.g. 1& — y&). /" is written as “y" when
it forms a syllable all by itself (e.g. 1 — i),

At the beginning of a syllable, “u™ iz written as “w" (e.g. ufl — wi). *u" is written as *“wu™
when it forms a syllable all by itself (e.g. 0 — wi).

When “U” is at the beginning of a syllable or forms a syllable by itself, a “y™ is added to it
and the two dots over it are omitted (e.g. 0 — y0).

i 3% Grammar

I‘R‘IEE*]%F? Word order in Chinese

The main characteristic of Chinese grammar is that it lacks of morphological changes in
person, tense, gender, number, and case in the strict sense. The word order, however, is very
important to convey different grammatical meanings, The subject of a sentence 18 usually placed
before the predicate. For example:
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= Circle the right sound according to what you hear on the CD.
@p b | h ® i ie in ing
@m n h | @ bo po huo luo
@b n p m B@la le i lu
g g0 o uo @ pa pu pao po
e en e in 1 nie ni nin ning

Pl wgt, BHERGES.
Circle the right tone according to what you hear on the CD.

®a a & é @ bdo bbo bdo bao
@7 i i i @ pin pin  pin  pin
@én én én  én ®n ni ni ni
@ uo  uo ud Ut @ md mé md mbd
% hi hi hil hi 0 10 I ] It

WRE, HTESEHERSEN.

Mark the right tones on the following syllables according to what you hear on the
CD.

@ ma 2 i 3 huo @ nin 5 ye
® LinNa @ henhoo @& LuYuping @& nine 10 pa laohu

10
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The Chinese Language (Hanyu) and “Common
Speech” (Putonghua)

The Chinese language (Hamv), the major language of the Chinese
people with a history of more than 3000 vears, 15 one of the oldest
languages in the world. In spite of itz old age. Chinese is now one of
the most widely used living languages. The language 15 spoken in many
dialects within China, as well as in many overseas Chinese communities,
especially in Singapore and Malaysia. And there are more than & billion
native speakers of Chinese worldwide. It 12 one of the working languages
of the United Mations.

Chinese belongs to the Sino-Tibetan language family, Among the 56
ethnic groups in China, the fan, Hui, Manchu, and other ethnic groups,
constituting 94% of the population of China, speak Chinese.

Chinese inclodes variants from seven main dialect groups. The
northern or Mandarin dialect covers three fourths of China's territory and
includes two thirds of its population. Standard Chinese is also known
by its official designation, Putonghua, literally “common speech”.
Putorghua is based on the northern dialect, using the dialect of Beijing

as the basis for its pronunciation and modem vernacular literature for its

grammatical structure.



http://www.purpleculture.net

	e1.jpg
	e2.jpg
	e3.jpg
	e4.jpg
	e5.jpg
	e6.jpg
	e7.jpg
	e8.jpg

