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A phrase is a combination of words arranged accoxding 1o certain

grammatical rules. There are the subject-predicate (S-P) phrase, the

verb-object (V-0) phrase, the endocentric phrase, ete. For exampl
in the sentence “ JRERIRSS Sy JUGHTL" , < RkLE" and “ PG

" are both nominal endocentric phrase. “3&” and “3i#" both serve

as the attributive; “%%Jj%3]" is a verbal endocentric phrase modified
by the adverbial adjunct *%# Jj . % 3] ifi 57 is a Verb-Object
phrase.
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The types of Chinese sentences and the relationship between them

are illustrated briefly in the following graph;

GRS

Sentence

M?Jr;ifx'ﬂhn
o F somenesy

r}"m&"n
(Simple seence)

T CER )

S-P sentence)

8
DU £ A A

The main characteristics of Chinese grammars
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Word order plays a major role in Chinese language.
FELERARNSANREENEETFRZ — WBEAGTH
%ﬂi/ﬁﬁ’.%- EiE (GEE) fEW, BIEEE: BWE CEEmk
) AGEEBEME (POIE) W1 WENEERESLE (3
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The basic sentence pattern of Chinese language is: the subject
comes first, verbs follow. The modifier, be it attributive or adverbial,
must be placed before the modified word, while the complement is always
placed after the verbs.

B FEM=A:

EHE (EIE)
Modifier { attributive)

Pay attention to the following graphs:

wEEE (FOE)
Modified word

ke MA
AAH dhik
BFEFARE, ZRLELRE, BEURRFESFNA.

Different word order brings different meaning. Same words, but two

different persons.
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