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The Summer Palace

The Summer Palace is the best preserved and the largest ancient imperial
garden in China. It was listed as the world cultural heritage site in 1988, It was
originally built as the imperial garden and palace for short stays. As early as the first
year of Zhenyuan of the Jin Dynasty (1153), the Golden Hill Palace was built on
this site as one of the “Fight Courtyvards in Western Hill"™.

The Summer Palace 15 located in the western suburbs of Beijing, comprising
Longevity Hill and Kunming Lake. Inside the garden are beautiful hills and
magnificent buildings. About 3,000 palaces and gardens of different styles are
divided into three areas for administration, living and sight-seeing respectively. In
the area for administration, there is the Hall of Benevolence and Longevity, where
Empress Dowager Cixi, Emperor Guangxu used to work and meet officials and
diplomatic envoys. The Hall of Jade Ripples, Yiyun Hall and the Hall of Happiness
and Longevity are the living places for Empress Dowager Cixi and Emperor
Guangxu and his concubines. The scenic area mainly comprises the Front Hill, the
Back Hill, the Back Lakes and the Kunming Lake.

The Summer Palace as a classical garden enjoyvs great reputation in the
world for its harmonious design and diversity of the magnificent buildings, which

represents the top level of artistic design in Chinese garden-building.
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