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MANDARIN CHINESCE
—LEARNING THROUGH CONVERSATION

PREFACE

Mandarin Chinese—Learning Through Conversation is intended to be
an intensive course book for foreigners who have just started to leam
Chinese,

This book consists of 40 lessons and B reviews. The 40 lessons en-
compass nearly 30 communicative functions such as  “Greeting” and
“Making an Acguaintance”, about 800 new words and the fundamentals
of Chinese grammar. Each lesson is divided into six pars: Sentences,
Comversations, Substitution and Extension, Mew Words, Grammar, and
Exercises,

This book lays emphasis on improving the ability of the leamer to use
Chinese for communication, It integrates the communicative function swith
the grammatical structure and presents the most essential and wseful part
af the language in the linguistic environments one is usually exposed to in
daily life, s0 as to enable the learner to master about 300 basic con-
versational semtences fairly quickly, and on that basis, through the drills of
“Substitution and Extension”, to acquire the ability to carry on simple
conversations in Chinese. In this way, the book will also help lay a solid
foundation for further study.

The exercises are varied and plentiful. The reviews give due attention
to improving the conversational and marrative skills of the leamer, as well
as systematically summarizing the grammar points covered, The exercises
in each lesson and the reviews may be used in totality or in part, accoed-
ing to actual circumstances.
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