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Unit One The Main Elements of Syllables

£=£—i Lesson 1

wBE)E; Simplefinals d 0 e i U U
wmEE hitals bpmfdtnlgkh
IElEE Four tones

% H ﬁ — T E R E R Simple finals are those which consist of

L ORIEEES]ANETEG 0 e only one lvowel. I.I.l th'is les§on six simple finals
a, 0, €, i, uand U will be introduced. You can

u 0, FIATESE A AR find similar pronunciations in English for the
E,(J::a , UT{%I% ':F' {Qﬁ %’@ {u_—m , 1@ 5 first five ones, but cannot find a similar pro-

nunciation in English for 0, which, actually, is

FEE ) 0 A, pronounced similar to the U1 in German language.

. . i B ETR, Bk
a similar to the a in father vi. U BREDH. 55K
0  similar to the o in sore WU, 7i U Hj'_ AR -
e similar to the e in her Uz |j( BN

i similar to the ee in bee

When i itself is a syllable without an initial

u similar to the u in rule preceding it, it is written as yi. When u itself

U similar to the  in German is a syllable without an initial preceding it, it
is written as wu. U is pronounced with the

language , TR
same tongue position as I, and the same round

lip as when pronouncing u.

DU 18 1 P B 4 & JE 2
et p - R The initials are all consonants in putonghua.
2D TR, RO ESE P A Most of the 21 initials have similar pronuncia-
FLAHH [E] B E/‘J:lez ., A=Y b tions in English. In this lesson, b, p, m, f, d,

e . t.,n, I, g, kand h will be introduced. Accord-
pmfdtnlgkh, BB TRAL ing to the position of articulation, they can be

B, Bfilna 7@7 : classified into:
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218 NIXE

X = bilabial b p m

JE;7% labia-dental  f

R alveolar d t n |

RS velar g k h

HYE R BRI In comparison with English pronunciations:

b similar to the b in bed

p similar to the p in pen

m  similar to the m in mood : XA 3{( = /:p\ ﬁt L(

f  similar to the fin food ;)E .E bH jLd jé_ég rﬁ:jﬁj? \i& ié
; M, =] D iVt

d similar to the  in do _ AR, X—RERREX

t  similar to the 7 in time CERE

N similar to the n in name The Chinese p, t and K are pronounced

i o e i e i

g similar to the g in get and g are voiced.

Kk similar to the & in kite

h  similar to the ch in Scottish loch

@ e I P A R R E SR A The pitches of the four basic tones are

shown respectively in the following figures:

BT B R
B B B Cau
#—7m  the 1st tone 55 [~ high and level tone
755  the 2nd tone 35 FH P rising tone
%=  the 3rd tone 214 =i falling-rising tone
SFUOFEE  the 4th tone 51 Ving=1 falling tone
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T EAAR R 2 D0 A R (E Please learn the pitches of the four tones:

ma (55) md (35) ma (214) ma (51)

KEHETR

B R E R F, ATPAER,

B R E R L, RIrE EEAN R L,
H=F R E RGBT, RERERZEEK,

o DU A IR Fh g R R R, SRR A T

¢4 7) lidn xi

— . BiFETHIEEIEE, Read the following simple initials.

a o e i1 u du
a—e e—da a—o e—o a—o I—u
| —0 u—ua u—e e—i u—e oO—i
i—0 i—0 i—0 a—i a—i a—i

. BAIET 5=, Read the following finals.
b(o)  p(o) m(0) f(0) d(e) t(e)
ne) (e g(e) k(e) h(e)

. P_TIE'E%SJO Drill on tones.

md md md ma
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po po
ha ha
ké ké
li li
ni ni

P_tl . ;ﬁ%ﬁ;’ o Discrimination drills.

1. #¥75 £, Discriminate the initials.

ba-pa
& -1
(father-afraid)
gé-ké

B - B
(brother-subject)

bi-pi

b- [
(nose-skin)
li-ni
B4R

(in-you)

2. ¥ HE, Discriminate the finals.

ha-hé

W - I

(breathe out-drink)
nd-ni

-k
(nag-mud)

ké-ku
B0
(subject-cry)
pa-po
fe-

(crawl-old woman)

3. PE75 1, Discriminate the tones.

li-Ii

B-7
(in-strength)
mO-mo

s -
(grind-ink)

da-da
K-4T
(big-beat)
e-é

(hungry-goose)

ti-di

1 - T

(ladder-a drop of)
hu-ku

-

(tiger-bitterness)

li-1G

-5
(pear-donkey)
la-le

(spicy-glad)

fu-fu

-1
(rich-blessing)
yu-yd

T -
(rain-fish)

dd-ta
1T-%

(beat-tower)

naG-10
-k

(female-trip)

bo-bli

By - #b
(limp-mend)
md-mo

iR - P&
(hemp-grind)

ke-ké

8- 3
(thirsty-lesson)
yi-yi

— - bR

(one-aunt)

‘
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F. EEJHEPBE. Combine the initials and finals into syllables.

a o] e i u a
b ba bo bi bu
p | pa po pi pu
m | ma mo mi mu
f fa fo fu
d da de di du
t ta te ti tu
n na ne ni nu na

/‘_\ . ?ﬁiiia':-"ﬁ o Read the following syllables.

fomu hégé kélé kehu
A28 i pEs EP
(parents) (up to standard) (cola) (customer)
liti mimi bomi fafa
SR T (SRS RAR
(three-dimensional) (secret) (aunt) (gain weight)
lotd dadti mudt yule
PR ¥ H i IR IR
(journey; way) (bet) (witness) (amusement)
puke nuli keku
Fhre %577 2y
(poker) (make great efforts) (hard-working)

+. ﬂﬂi;'z/ﬁj —. Read the following sentences.
Didi keé. s,
(The younger brother is thirsty.)
Gége e. Fr k.
(The elder brother is hungry.) o
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WO b k&, y& bu &. 8, B,

(’m neither thirsty nor hungry.)

yi \~ uﬁ' E‘ZEE o Dictation.
1. JHE B, Listen and fill in the blanks with initials.

__€__ U g fR(conquer) __ i1 B8¥i(beside the point)
___O__€e fii#%(break a rule) __U__e £H(accord with)

__U__a A1A(not afraid) €__ i M (individual)

2. 5 #JtE, Listen and fill in the blanks with finals.

d__ | J#i57 (independence) m__b_ HAi(dishcloth)
y__|__ #R%Rk(amusement) d__p__ §Tw¥(break)
|t j®&Gourney) k__f  %&fiR(conquer)

3.WEETY, EEHEHN,

Write down the syllables, and pay attention to the rules of spelling.

__ RF(serve) ____ fE)(grovel)
____ Fi?f(advantage) __ Hffi(special case)
__ KTi(downfall _ pi¥(unique)
______ &B(sports) __ RiK(elevate)

. FHELS], Dialogues.
A: Ni hdo!#!
(Hello!)
B: Ni hdo!#xit1
(Hello!)
2. Students: Laoshi hdo!# ity
(Hello, teacher!)

Teacher: Nimen hdo! #4714

o

(Hello, everyone!)

‘
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3.  A: NI jido shénme (mingzi)? frayft-4 (% F)?
(What’s your name?)
B: WO jidlo Anni.ggmZ:1g.,
(My name is Anny.)
4. A:NT shi nd guo rén? {rEmE A2
(Which country are you from?)
B: WO shi Faguorén. #2%:E A,

(I’'m French.)

¥ @
B %

Funn
pronunciations
G 4

Tongue twister

I G B 2038 5
Mdma qi ma qu sdi ma,
I L] AR
Ma man mdma mda mda.
(Mother is riding a horse to take part in a horse race.
The horse walks slowly, and mother is cursing her.)
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