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Seal Script was developed in the
ancient Qin Dynasty (221-206B.
C.). If you visit the ghostly
Terracotta Warriors outside of
Xi'an, you can see the kind
of impressive achievements
the people of this period
accomplished.

The Seal Script actually evolved
in the preceding Zhou Dynasty,
when the practice of carving
characters onto objects such as
turtle shells was still widespread.
It was, however, also often
written with ink. Because of
its age, you can notice the
characters are still quite close to
their pictographic origins. Their
alien appearance means that
the average Chinese person
cannot understand them today.
However, this script is still widely
used on contracts and other
legal documents. You can read a
little more about this further into
the chapter.
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