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Seal Sc"pt vlfas developed in the

ancient Qin Dynasty(221-206B

C) lf you vis t the ghosuy

Terracotta V￠ar"ors outside of

Xi an` you Can see the kind

of impressiVe aChieVements

the people of this period

accomp"shed

The seal script actuaHy eVo|ved

in the preceding Zhou Dynasty`

、vhen the practice of carving

characters onto oblects such as

turt e she"sˇ Vas sti"、″idespread

lt was` however` a|so often

V̌ritten Ⅵ
`ith ink Because of

its age` you can notice the

characters are sti"quite Close to

their pictographic origins Their

o"en appearance means that

the average Chinese person

cannot understand then1today

HoWeVe1this sc"pt is slll Widely

used on contracts and other

legal documents You can read a

little more about this further into

the chapte∴
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The adoption of Cler1

for officio丨 use began

murder of the entire|

fdmiˇ in the fateful ye

B C A brief period o{

followed`after which t

Han Dynasty was es1

This is traditiona"yc(

one ofthe g陀 a妃鼓 dy

Chinese history,and Ie

in novations as`the ad

Confucianism`the d㈩

of the s"k ROad i

standardization of th

system

These Were momento刂

Ⅵ/hose echoes can sti"

EVen today China‘ Iarg

group ca"s themseIl

peop|e″ (汉族)and tht

w"jng system° Han zl·

The standardization<

fundalη entally alt<

system into someth

c|ose|y resembles the

characters we se(

No longer did ch:
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