http://www.purpleculture.net

FOREIGN PAINTER IN THE FORBIDDEN CITY
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The Beiling Ancient Observatory of the Qing Dynasty, equipped with \Western astronomical
instruments designed by Jesuit Ferdinand Verbiest.

was friendly to the missionaries. He welcomed them to
China and invited them to work in the Imperial Court.
He especially asked Castiglione to learn the techniques of
Chinese brush-work as soon as possible.

Castiglione was allocated to Ruyiguan, Qing Dynasty’s
Imperial Painting Academy, under the management of
Imperial Palace Workshops, where manufacture of all
necessities for the emperor and his family was carried out.
And his residence was settled in the Dongtang Cathedral,
east to the Forbidden City’s Donghuamen Gate. First
established in 1655, Dongtang was the second church built

in Beijing. Rebuilt in 1904 as a Romanesque cathedral,
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Dongtang, also named Wangfujing Cathedral, is still one
of the major churches in present Beijing.

From that time until the day of his death just over half
a century later in 1766, Castiglione lived and worked
uninterruptedly in Beijing.

More than 100 years before Castiglione arrived in
Beijing, Ricci, the senior Jesuit he admired, was eagerly
waiting for the chance to visit then Chinese Emperor
Wanli of Ming Dynasty (reigned 1572-1620). He spent
near 20 years, making friends with Chinese officials
and scholars, learning Chinese culture and adapting to
Chinese society, to realize his object. Compared with his
experience, Castiglione seemed to be luckier for being
invited to the palace so easily.

As a matter of fact, it was not as easy as it seemed. In
the 18" century Castiglione lived, Chinese feudal society
started to decline from the peak and the thought control
was greatly strengthened, in contrast with the situation in
the late Ming Dynasty when Ricci lived in China.

Just two months before granting an audience to
Castiglione, Kangxi, considered one of China’s greatest
emperors, drew up a document, the Red Manifesto,
and required all foreign missionaries and businessmen
resident in china to sign it, stating that they would behave
themselves and obey the Emperor’s orders. Castiglione

signed his name in the document with no exception.

22


http://www.purpleculture.net

EEWERFE

B ER 7 08 AJUIZE AN Z 1004/, Al B (52 Y
HRER 2w 2E M| SE 0 2255 S5, A A T8 ] 9]
T (1573—16197e00) H WiPle, N T REW
PRI WL 24, A SEAE P E A YA S5 A5t 44
&, FhEIPEE. By R ERS, A TE20
FHIBE S, W5, BRI T I AR5 s 1 2 A
PEEE, MNRMER, MRAEhEE,

Hog, FREFEXAamB, BT AR
@, IERPEEEE SN, BT H =
A, 5 B S2 Er AL i fE AL R A i R AR T BR A B
RALSATF H W, A KIS REER 25, 15
BRI T i S A KI5

UAE B T (1T 0 5 T 2 R P A A, R ER 2
NRGrAETEINE NIRRT, LR
A [ AR AME AL B AR N, AR LA A E X
YR RETEA, FEUHCAETEFLS T,
MR 275 a2 o WIRIHR IR N Bl R BB 1T, A
LmgE b T AR PSS

23


http://www.purpleculture.net

FOREIGN PAINTER IN THE FORBIDDEN CITY

Johann Adam Schall von Bell and Ferdinand Verbiest

With rather high positions in the Qing court, Jesuits Johann
Adam Schall von Bell and Ferdinand Verbiest, had made much
influence on the politics of Qing Dynasty.

Schall, a German missionary, arrived in China in 1619. He
published a book on the manufacture and use of the telescope,
Yuanjing Shuo (Explanation of the Telescope). He participated in
compiling and modifying the Chinese calendar then known as
Chongzhen Calendar. He was ordered to oversee the casting
and testing of canons for the Ming court. After the Manchu
conquered Beijing in 1644, Schall was appointed to develop a
new calendar for the new Qing Dynasty. And he was named to
head the astronomy. In the next year, he completed the task,
basing it on the Chongzhen Calendar. Shunzhi Emperor who
ruled China from 1644 to 1661, appreciated Schall's talent and
called him Mafa, which meant grandpa in Manchu language. In
1666 Schall passed away in Beijing and was buried in Zhalan
Cemetery.

Flemish missionary Verbiest arrived in China in 1659. He started
to preach Catholicism in Shanxi and was invited to assist
Schall in Beijing in 1660. He succeeded to head the astronomy
of Qing court after Schall died. He also helped cast canons.
Respected by Kangxi Emperor, Verbiest persuaded him abating
the prohibition on Catholicism and promoted its spreading in
China. He died in Beijing in 1688 and was buried in Zhalan
Cemetery.
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