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China had witnessed two significant events in 2008 that drew
global attention. One was the 29th Olympic Games, success-
fully held in Beijing. IOC president Roger described it as an
“unmatchable” event. From the opening ceremony to the clos-
ing ceremony, from the Olympics to the Paralympics, these
“high-tech Olympics” fully displayed the country’s charm. Did
you know that much of the high-tech equipment used in the
Olympics was invented in Chinese universities? Examples in-
clude the panoramic intelligent simulation scheduling system,
the cauldron ignition system, the dynamic fireworks during
the opening ceremony and the completely electric bus.

The other event was on September 27, when astronauts in
the Shenzhou-7 manned spaceship made a space walk, mak-
ing China the third country after Russia and the United States
to master extravehicular space technology. This large, com-
plex and highly integrated manned space flight embodied the
wisdom and painstaking work of thousands of people and
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hundreds of thousands of scientific and technological efforts.
As a result, President Hu Jintao, during the meeting to cel-
ebrate the complete success of the Shenzhou-7 manned space
mission, emphasized that education should be given strategic
priority and developed vigorously to lay a solid foundation
for the development of innovative talents.

In science and technology develop rapidly, the populariza-
tion of science and technology can set the level of productivity
and culture and the ability of a nation to innovate. In the his-
tory of mankind, major scientific discoveries and technologi-
cal inventions have had great influence on society.

When the final analysis, today’s international competition
is focused on scientific and technology talent. Before 1949, the
level of scientific and technological development was rather
low. There were only about 30 specialized research institutions
and less than 50,000 scientific and technological personnel. Pri-
mary school enrolment was only 20% while illiteracy was as
high as 80%. During the early years after the establishment of
the People’s Republic of China, the nation’s science and tech-
nology had to be rebuilt from the “ruins.”

The Chinese government put forward a slogan: Marching
towards science. It also adopted a series of strategic initiatives
to accelerate the development of science, technology and
education. These strategies resulted in breakthroughs in sci-
ence and technology that led to a historic leap in education
that quickly changed the backward state of the country’s
science, technology and education.

On May 24, 1977, Deng Xiaoping noted that “compared with
developed countries, the science and technology and educa-
tion of our country has lagged far behind for 20 years… We
must lay equal emphasis on science and technology and
education. We must strengthen these two aspects from primary
schools, to middle schools, to universities... We should ‘walk
on our two legs,’ paying attention to both popularization and
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Launch of Shenzhou-7 Manned Spaceship
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improvement.”
Since the reform and opening-up, China has established and

implemented a strategy of revitalizing the country through
science, technology and education. Development has been
rapid. Consequently, the country has become a world leader
in a number of areas while witnessing vigorous development
in education. It has built the largest national education system
in the world, laying a reliable foundation and creating the
impetus to propel economic and social development forward
while enhancing the national power and international
competitiveness.

Modern developments in these fields depend on the thor-
ough implementation of the strategy to develop and revitalize
China through science and technology and education—a long-
term strategy. This means giving science and technology and
education strategic importance in the economic and social de-
velopment of the country. It requires advanced science and
technology and a well-developed educational system, continu-
ous knowledge innovation and high quality workers that can
drive and support economic and social development to achieve
the objective of realizing socialist modernization and moving
towards a knowledge economy. All these have laid a solid foun-
dation for China’s peaceful rise and the nation’s great revival
in the 21st century.
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