
4  Discover China

Whcn1nhabitants Of castcm

China arc grccting thc dawn,

pcoplc in wcstcrn China stⅢ  facc

four1norc hours of darkncss,1△ F

distancc from northcrnmost poiⅡ t

In China to thc southcrnmost

point is approxirnatcly3,400

milcs。 Whcn northcrn China ii{:;

still惫rVped in a world of kc and

snow,nowcrs arc alrcady blooming

in the bah△ y south。  China’ s

maritirnc tcrrito叮 includcs5,400

islands,which havc a total area of30,888squarc Π1iles,Ihc mo largcw

islands,Taiwan and Hainan,covcr13,899squarc Ⅱ1ilcs and13,127

squarc miles rekspccovc艹

China posscsscs12,427Π1ilcs of land bordcr,plus11,184Π 1ilcs of

coasthnc.Sctting out fro∏1any point on China】 s bordcr and m舳 ng a

compIctc circuit back to thc starting point,the distancc traⅤ cled wodd

bc cquo诳吐cnt to circling thc globe at thc cquato⒈

Duc to its vast arca, China cxpcricnces a rangc of cli1nates。

Tcmpcraturc bcks from south to north appcarin tho ordcr:tropical zonG

subtropical zonc, tcrnpcratc zonc, mcdiunn tcnnpcratc zonc and friI:;iiJ

tcmpcratc zonc,Thcrc k also a vcrtkal chmatk zonc On thc Qjngh壶

11bet Plateau in southwcstcrn China。
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