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“ansportation and fIshery;indeed the southeastern part of China has always been

knOwn as’
lThc Land of Fish and Puce"。

crisscrossed by many rivers,it has,

throughout hi“ ory,been morc afnuentthan the north。 PeOple in th心 rc红On e句 oy

a comfortab1c1ife,despite the threat of nOods,and the conscquence is a largc

populajon with densely peopled tOwns and ciucs.Pcoplc herc are nOted for the△

nu1d and tempcrate disposition,combined、 vith qualidcs of th1igcnce and gOodness,

thus fo1"Iing the distinguishing cuItura1featurc of the inhabitants south Of the

Yangtzc Puvcr.

Thc north and west of China,by contrast,is characterized by numerous

mOuntain rangcs and high p1atcaus。 Thc cli1nate is typically contincntal,being

s廴羿uflcandy colder than that of south C1Ⅱ na,thc natlral envi1【Dn1nent rnuch harsher.

Historica11y,the peOple herc had a1ways1ived pri1narily on aniIna1husbandry,

combimng this with growing wheat,corll and庀c@Jjc刀g(ChinCsC sorghum)in mc

placcs which werc suitable for crop cuIuvati。n.⒈江any1△vers in north China are

seasona⒈ in the sun△ mers,somc ofthcm bccOInc so shal1ow that on1y paddle boats

can navig狨 e them and most arc never suitable for heavicr sll∶ l∶ipping,h ancicnt dme廴

痂 mals werc the only pracdcal∞ nveyance for passengers or foghtthroughout dle

enJⅡe rcgion.Although the north、 vestem part Of Chna boasts a vast area,it h灬 a

sma11populadOn,Due to the tough natura1condijons,faⅡ unc was a constant danger

in the past and,as a consequcncc,the people Of this region are notcd for thc△

hardincss and courage in山 e face of adversity.

The dⅡ∝α⒑es血

hercnt in山 e charactcr

of thc pcop1e of nonh

and south China inds

fu11cxpression in thc

ancient1iterature of

China.Consider,for

examplc, this tradi-

dona1fo1k song dauⅡ g

from山e Sou山em Dy-

nasties(420-589)∶
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