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EEEHAAE "FHEE" (JF, 618~907)
Playing Chess in the Grotto 454 of the Mogao Grottoes

such as the dancing figures of Flying Apsaras and professional
dancers. Dance is a spatial-temporal art that cannot be
reserved. With little access to ancient dancing images, modern
people find the Mogao Grottoes form a sort of museum of
dancing art. It preserves countless artistic images of skilful
dancers and represents the development and processes of
dance in every age.

Wallpaintings of the DunhuangGrottoesalsodepictancient
sports. This includes the practice of various military skills, and
performances and contests at festivals, as well as folk customs
and religious rituals, such as playing ball, gambling and chess,
playing with water, trials of strength, martial arts, riding and
shooting and weightlifting. The biographical story of Buddha
shown in wall paintings describes Prince Siddhartha, who
demonstrates his personal talent in archery, elephant and bell
lifting, horse riding, wrestling, playing chess, swordplay and
martial arts, before he becomes the Buddha. These pictures are
shown mostly in paintings drawn successively on the lower
parts of the southern, western and northern walls of Mogao
grotto 61. There are the pictures of Vimalakirtti-nirdesa Playing
Chess in related Illustrations to the Vimalakirtti-nirdesa-sutra;
children playing with water (swimming), human pyramids,
headstands and bending down in Illustrations to the Amita
Sutra; and martial art, practicing meditation and Qigong in
Hllustrations to the Amitayurbhavana-sutra and Story About 500
Bandits Becoming Buddhas (Buddhist story on principal and
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BESREBIEEE (R, 960~1279; #EFEHR)
Eaves of the Grotto 427 of the Mogao Grottoes (Song Dynasty, 960-1279;Photo by Yang Xiuging)
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subsidiary causes). The activities separated from social life,
through changes and development in content and form, turned
gradually into a form of ancient sporting activities. Therefore,
the images of ancient sports reserved in wall paintings of the
Dunhuang Grottoes are rare visual materials for the study of
China’s sports.

The Dunhuang Grottoes contain abundant information
about buildings, including grotto building, ancient building
practicality and ancient buildings mirrored from wall
paintings. In the long-term cutting of the Dunhuang Grottoes,
a variety of grotto forms were created, such as central tower
column grotto, Buddha grotto, grotto with roof in the shape
of an inverted cup, hall grotto, elephant grotto and nirvana
grotto. Due to different requirements for grotto contents at
different ages, grottoes of the same form may vary in local
treatment, thus creating the characteristics of different ages.
As recorded in related documents, as early as the Tang

Dynasty, there were plank passages built along the cliff and
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EeENEE (BEFR)
Nine-story building of the Mogao Grottoes (Photo by Yang Xiuging)

EeENR RRE  (BEER)
Cisi Pagoda in front of the Mogao Grottoes (Photo by Yang Xiuging)
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EEENEFE  (WFFR)
Dagobas in front of the Mogao Grottoes (Photo by Yang Xiuging)
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between the grottoes. In the outside grottoes there were eaves
connecting each other. It was really wonderful to see “the long
river in front mirroring the overlapping pavilions”. However,
due to long-term natural and human influence, most buildings
outside the grottoes have been destroyed. What exist today
are only a shabby grotto eave of grotto 196 built in the late
Tang Dynasty and four grotto eaves built in the early Song
Dynasty. They are rare relics of ancient buildings. The three-
story building eave (outside grotto 16) built at the turn of
the Qing Dynasty and the Republic of China and the nine-
story building before the large statue of grotto 96 fall into the
category of eaves of special form. The nine-floor building is a
symbolic building of the Mogao Grottoes. Besides buildings of
wooden structure, there are more than 10 single-story stupas
and tomb towers of the Five Dynasties, the Song Dynasty, the
Xixia Kingdom and the Yuan Dynasty along both banks of the
Daquan River besides the Mogao Grottoes. Today, they still
attract the eyes of people with their unique fascination. The
images of a great number of buildings in wall paintings of
the Mogao Grottoes at different ages are especially important.
Wall paintings of the Dunhuang Grottoes, from the Sixteen
Kingdoms (304-439) to the Xixia Kingdom (1032-1227), have
described many thousands of building pictures of different
types, such as Buddhist temples, city wall, gates, watchtowers,
palaces, civilian houses, huts, yurts, tents, curtain, towers,
hostels, restaurants, slaughterhouses, bridges, jails and tombs.
These are either group together or displayed singly. Nearly all
types of buildings of the time are included. The components
of buildings, such as various roofs, ridge decorations, eaves,
dougong arches, columns, beams, doors, windows, hooks,
rails, flat platforms, steps and building construction drawings,
were concisely sketched in the wall paintings. Visual materials
of buildings with a history as long as a thousand years show us
a visual history of buildings in China. Especially the building
images of the Northern, Sui and Tang dynasties, they fill out
the blank that was short of building information in the time
and are extremely valuable.

As a traffic center linking East and West, the Dunhuang

Region leaves in the wall paintings not only the images
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