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Thc long-history Chinesc classica11iterature came to ex饣 aot蕊̄

nanly grand prospeⅡ ty in Tang Dynasty“ 1⒏900,wi曲 out由md吨

achievements in poetry,Literates Werc stⅡ l rnain GOmposers at that

time but were no longerthe only oncs。 Instead,people Irom difFereⅡ t

social strata,inc1uding emperors,genera1s,rninistcrs,impeHaI

concubines,rnaids in impeⅡal palace,sma11tradcsmcn and po丘 eΠ、

song-and-dancc and comic entcrtainers,Buddhists,Taoists,were亠 Ⅱ

keen on writing poems.Poetry was widc1y used in1nany Ⅱe1ds of

dai1y life。 Mcmorials to the throne,offlcia1and private letters,

a11egories,travel notcs,na△ atiVc Iiteramre with altcmate prose aⅡ d

rhymed lines,storytel1ing and bal1ad-singing literature could aⅡ  be

presented in the foII11ofpoe位 y。 Thus,1nodeⅡ 1poet and scholar Wm

Ⅵduo(189⒐ 194o pohts outrTeople tend to kspeak of‘ Tang poems

’
but I’ d Ⅱke to talk about‘ Poe111飞 Tang,wⅡch mcansthe Tang Dy-

nasty(nounshing peⅡ od)inpoeⅡ y history.’【selected△ om Ⅳe刀 I⒎扌Ⅱ口

幽饧驾 Poc〃 s)

The prosperity and ach忆 vements ofpoetry in Tang Dynasty caIl

be frst shown in its huge number。 Many thhgs have changed w⒈ h tlr

lapse of over△ 000years,but more than50,000poems from over⒉

300Tang poets are stiIl handcd dow11to today.Tmg Dynasty was an
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