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1. EEFE Initials and finals

DERE Tk SR AR R, TR, SRR,
A Chinese syllable is usually composed of an initial and a final. The former is a consonant that
begins the syllable and the latter is the rest of the syllable.
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2. =i Tones

AR A R R, DU A A, R (=) B2 ()
PR (v) L MIA () o AEARR, BERARE

Tones are changes of pitch of syllables. In the standard Chinese there are four basic tones,
represented respectively by the following tone-graphs: the first ione {-). the second tone (). the third
tone (v) and the fourth tone {(*). When a syllable is pronounced in different tones, it has different

meanings.

3. EALLE Tone position

=P HEWHATER, FREFSHETE L ARAEFETLL EFoCER, AiREbRE
FEuE (AeEERSITHE) b flln: ma. hdo, zud. T | LAMMMSH, BEii |
A bl Bt miy jings 1o u FEFIRE, SRS AR B #lhn: lid, gui.

When a syllable contains a single vowel only, the tone-mark is placed above the vowel sound.
When a syllable contains two or more vowels, the tone-mark should be placed above the main vowel
(the one pronounced more loudly and clearly ), e.g. “ma™, “hao”, “zud”. When a tone-mark is placed
above the vowel 7", the dot over it should be omitted, e.g. “mi”, “jing”. When “iu” or "ui” comes, the
tone-mark should be placed above the terminal vowel, e.g. “lid”, “gui™.

4. 32 /3 Neutral tone

W REA - E R ENRF T RERE, BIGRE, WERS. BEARH
5, W, xiexie, b kégi .

In standard Chinese pronunciation, there are a number of syllables that lose their original tones
and are pronounced soft and short. This is known as the neutral tone which is identified by the absence
of a tone mark, e.g. “xiexie™, “bu keqgi™.

5. Z5i Tone changes
(1) BPS=AE TR, f— 2SR N, Hlin: oihdo—nihdo (1REF) .

A third tone, when immediately followed by another third tone, should be pronounced in the
second tone, e.g. ni hGo — ni hdo ( {1EF ) .

(2) SBEFEFWER—. o WEAATBRESETIAN, BER =m0
=R R HAE RS A ART—2EREE. Bl nimen —nimen (1Rf1) .

A third tone, when followed by a first, second or fourth tone, or by the majority of the neutral
tones, usually becomes a half third tone, that is; the fone that only falls but does not rise, ¢.g: "“nimen

—» mimen (4501 ™
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R %Mﬁﬁﬁmm%mﬁmmﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁxﬁu Bilhn: b keqi — bl keai
(RER) o EF—. =, ZFEImEssms,
“A™ is pronounced in the second tone when it precedes another fourth tone or a neutral tone that
is originally a fourth tone, e.g. “bu kéqi — bl kégi (RE4) » Bnt it i pronounced in the fourth
tone when it précedes a first, second or third tone.
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NE-hdot T T Xiéxie!
A: th 5 W 7 nin_nimen |&oshi ' A: s

BT R BIF A
Ni hdo! s Bu kegi.

B: ’fﬁ: ﬁ! B: ;F‘ g%n

Duibugi’! Zaijian!
A: SFRAL! A: B L)
Mei guanxi. Zaijian!

B: ::& %—‘?’-n B= —ﬁ-ﬂ»!

Qing jin! /7 zuo - ting shud du xie

o -SRI [ JEERS - ,’Ej' ;

1 B

H O e e AT fa] AR5 G LS R o] B G 9 AR AT LA o X T 0 [ 2840 o
CIREET

It is a common greeting. It may be used anywhere, at any time and by anvbody. The answer to it
from the person addressed to is also “{54f>.

2 -
CRET R IR AEOER

“5 is a polite expression of “f",
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1 R COMPREHENSIVE EXERCISES

s —. BEEMEIE Complete the dialogue according to each picture

A. B: ZIR¥F!
Z M
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