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*
” English Translation

Waiting for Windfalls

(to wait by a tree for more hares to come and dash themselves against it)

During the Spring and Autumn Period, there was a farmer in the state of Song. One day, he was
farming the land when a hare suddenly rushed out toward him. The hare ran so fast that it crashed
straight into a tree beside the farmer, and died. Upon seeing this, the farmer was overjoyed and took
the dead hare home to cook and eat. While he was eating, he thought, “If | can get a hare like this ev-
ery day, | would not have to work so hard anymore.” After that, he stopped working, but waited by the
tree with a large basket, expecting to see more hares crash into it. Days went by, but he still got noth-
ing. As there was no one to cultivate the land, weeds grew freely. People began to laugh at the farmer
who didn’t work but waited for windfalls.

Marking the Boat to Find the Lost Sword

One day, a man was in a boat crossing a river when he accidentally dropped his sword into the
water.

He quickly carved a mark on the side of the boat where his sword dropped, and pointing to the
mark, said, “I will surely recover my sword with the help of this mark.”

When the boat reached the shore, he jumped into the water and looked around for his lost sword at
the spot he had marked. Of course, he could not find anything at all.

This story tells us that things and situations change constantly and it is a factor for us to consider
when making decisions.
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