3

fREfEER (—) FERIHIA
Information Search (1) A Touring Map of China

fBERR (2) EANRA

Information Search (2) Weather in China

K2 LR R
An Email to My Son

XSRS A28 17
Why Were the Trees Fallen?

B H S ARG B

Actually, Doing Homework Is Also Interesting

LN S A
Lord Ye’s Love of Dragons

SERIRAEMRILIZ?

Where to Have Family Reunion Dinner on the Chinese Lunar New Year’s Eve

rpr ] 4
Chinese Knots
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FH R =% B BeftE
It’s Up to Me to Decide Which University I Should Go To

(REAE ) AR AR EIRR
Alelevised Documentary International Students and the International Students Club

WERE
A Family Physical Training Coach

BT, HERTT “1181147
To Look for a Restaurant, Dial 118114 Please

HSRAT R

Stories in Zhongguancun

2 JLHIPUE
The Wishes of My Daughter

HHAF IR 1 S

The Survey of the Next Year’s Consumption

Appendix 1. JAiEZ€ (3% ) Vocabulary Index (Chinese-English)
2. JiEE (¥ ) Vocabulary Index (English-Chinese)
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Introduction

In recent years, new textbooks about TCFL have emerged thick and fast alongside increased numbers
of foreign students learning Chinese both in China and the world over. However, the types of textbooks
have been imbalanced, that is, textbooks teaching listening and speaking, and those for beginner and lower
intermediate levels are much greater than those aimed at teaching reading and writing, especially for upper
intermediate and advanced levels. There is an obvious shortage of Reading materials. This imbalance is also
reflected in the teaching of Chinese as a Foreign Language, especially to Western learners of Chinese. Their
abilities in listening and speaking are usually much better than reading and writing. In order to lead them
across the threshold of Chinese reading and help them reach an intermediate level quickly, we have designed

the series of reading textbooks Reading Chinese This Way.

Reading Chinese This Way series is designed for both foreign students in China and Chinese learners
abroad, especially for those Western learners at beginner to intermediate levels. This series aims to
train learners to read Chinese newspapers, browse Chinese websites and search for all kinds of everyday
information. The whole set of materials are graded according to 6 different levels. The first 3 volumes aim
to lead the learners into the entry phase of Reading Chinese, and the later 3 focus on improving Chinese
reading skills to reach the intermediate level. Each volume is suitable for a course of about 30 instruction

hours.

1. Reading Chinese This Way series lowers the starting point of learning, which helps American and
European learners pass through the entry phase of reading Chinese smoothly and overcome the difficulties
of intermediate Chinese reading successfully.

2. Reading Chinese This Way series places special emphasis on information search and the development
of speed reading skills. The content of the first 2 lessons in every volume is based on practical information
search, and every lesson is designed to include a lot of “Fact-Finding Exercise”. The use of such reading
strategies as skimming, predicting, scanning, integrating and so on helps the learners better comprehend the
meanings of the reading materials and grasp the information provided, thus fostering the learners’ reading
capacity in the short term.

3. The structure focuses on the reading process and reflects good classroom practice. Furthermore, the
images in the pre-reading sections help stimulate learners’ interest in the topics as well as providing them
with information to develop their world or background knowledge to the contents of the text. Every lesson

»

moves from “Warm-Up Before Reading”, “Reading”, “Exercises After Reading” to “After-Class Study”, and
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the part of “Exercises After Reading” includes “Fact-Finding Exercise”, “Reading Comprehension and Word
Work” and “Class Activity and Discussion”. Those activities not only focus on the reading process, but also
highlight the development of reading skills.

4. All the passages in Reading Chinese This Way series are compiled or adapted creatively and graded
carefully. They are varied in style and cover all kinds of information, topics and hot issues in a vast range
of modern Chinese society. They are designed to arouse the learners’ strong interest and help them better
understand China’s society and culture, which could help fit them into the living environment in China.

5. Exercises in Reading Chinese This Way series take diversified forms. They are designed to improve
the learners’ reading skills and enhance their reading comprehension. What is more, interaction and
communication are introduced into classroom instruction on purpose to foster the achievement of the

teaching objectives.

Reading Chinese This Way series plans the reading course as follows: it usually takes 2-3 hours for
every lesson in Volumes 1-3, and 4 hours in Volumes 4-6. (2 hours for the first 2 lessons on searching
information in each volume.) Each volume covers about 10 instruction weeks. This series can either be
used one book after another as a whole or the educators can select a starting point in the middle to make it

suitable for a particular class.
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