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“W1 hao™ is a very popular greeting.

When greeting two or more people, you may say
“nimen hdo”, On formal occasions, you may use
*nin hao™.
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The word “gui” in the sentence of “Nin gui

xing?" 15 a very polite way of speaking. It shows the
inquirer’s respect for the other person. When replying
to this question, do not use “gui™, but rather “wd

Ang..." .
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® My surname is Song. I'm called Song LRI = =i &
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The words for “he” and “she™ sound
exactly the same in Chinese. They differ only in
writien characters. The pronouns “he™ and “him”™ are
both “tG™ in Chinese, and “w™ serves both as *I”
and “me™.
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S0 “Mo” is a common question word. It
appears at the end of a sentence 1o make the sentence
interrogative, In Chinese, statement and question have
the same word order.
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I g “HT ne™ is used to ask about the interlocutor.
When asking about a third party’s situation, \
“n1* may be replaced by an appropriate word such as “ni
mama” (your mother), “ni péngyou” (your friend).
The commesponding phrase would thus be “ni mama ne™
(how about your mother) or “nl pé&ngyou ne” ihuw(-f

about your friend),
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“Ma gud rén” is a phrase used 1o ask
one’s nationality. When asking about another's

hometown, you may use “ndr de nén”.
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A country name plus “rén”™ meians one’s I
nationality. For instance, “YTnggud” (U.K.) is a
country's name, adding “rén"™ tums it inlo a statement of
nationality. The name of a place plus “rén” shows one’s J
hometown, such as * NiGyudrén™ (New Yorker).
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