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Preface

Common Knowledge About Chinese Culture, Common Knowledge
About Chinese History and Common Knowledge About Chinese
Geography are a series of readers initiated by the Overseas Chinese
Affairs Office of the State Council of the People’s Republic of China. The
readers were jointly developed by Beijing Chinese Language College,
Nanjing Normal University and Anhui Normal University. Serving as &
teaching aids for learners of Chinese, these readers make the general !
knowledge of Chinese culture, history and geography accessible to the
young generation of overseas Chinese by means of either classroom &=
delivery or self-study. These books are also for parents to help their children &
with the study. The previous versions of these readers were well received. E

In recent years, with the rapid economic and social development
in China and the rising of her international status, the world witnesses a phenomenal increase in learners
of the Chinese language outside China, especially from non-Chinese ethnic groups. To meet the demand
from overseas Chinese learners to better their knowledge about Chinese culture, and to foster cultural
exchanges between China and the world, a revision of the above-mentioned readers has been decided by
the Overseas Chinese Affairs Office of the State Council of the People’s Republic of China. They assigned
the Office of Chinese Language Council International to work out the new edition of Common Knowledge
About Chinese Culture, Common Knowledge About Chinese History and Common Knowledge About
Chinese Geography.

The revised version of Common Knowledge About Chinese Culture, Common Knowledge About
Chinese History and Common Knowledge About Chinese Geography is intended to be a popular edition
of learning aid for Chinese culture in a conversational style. These readers make Chinese culture, history
and geography more accessible to all people. Based on the original Chinese-English version edited by the
Overseas Chinese Affairs Office of the State Council of the People’s Republic of China, the newly-revised
version has kept its bilingual format, only broadening the foreign language coverage to German, French,
Japanese, Korean, Russian, Thai, Spanish and Arabic.

The Office of Chinese Language Council International delegates the revision of Common Knowledge
About Chinese Culture, Common Knowledge About Chinese History and Common Knowledge About
Chinese Geography to Higher Education Press, who adds and subtracts parts of the original Chinese
version with amendments to some data and illustrations. The bilingual versions of Chinese-English,
Chinese-German and Chinese-Thai are developed by Higher Education Press. The versions of Chinese-
French, Chinese-Japanese and Chinese-Korean are developed by Foreign Language Teaching and
Research Press. The Chinese-Russian, Chinese-Spanish and Chinese-Arabic versions are done by
Sinolingua. All revisions are meant to be innovative while maintaining the original focus of being accurate,
instructive and practical. It is our sincere hope that this series of readers become windows for you to know
more about China, and bridges leading you to the world of Chinese.

We would especially like to express our sincere appreciation to many experts, scholars and Chinese
teachers both at home and abroad for their pertinent suggestions.

Developed under a tight schedule, the new editions might be blotted with oversights and
inappropriateness. We sincerely welcome readers, especially those better versed in the relevant fields to
contribute ideas for the correction and future revision of these books.

The Office of Chinese Language Council International
November, 2006



http://www.purpleculture.net

ERE
A General Survey of China

FRE IR B China’s Geographic Location in the World
F E AIHR E China’s Territory

R E /I A H China’s Population

% —MZ R AZKEE Unified Multi-ethnic Country

h E I E China’s Topography

f E S f# China’s Climate

o [E 94 7% China’s Economy

o E H9 Kk China’s Agriculture

R E A/ Tk China’s Industry

RIBSINGE

Resources and Environment

T = %58 Mineral Resources
¥R Animal Resources
4 & B Plant Resources
JK# IR Water Resources

INERIP Environmental Protection

TiESKF

Transportation and Water Conservancy

KBS Railways
A& Roads
HTZ Aviation

7Kiz Water Transportation

=k T # The Three Gorges Project


http://www.purpleculture.net

http://www.purpleculture.net

Contents H ¢

/IR JE KA AX A T2 The Xiaolangdi Key Water Control Project
R 7KJE1@ Water Diversion from South to North

WAL
Land of Charm and Beauty

=R #E L The Himalayas

Z= 1% The Qinling Mountains

K & L The Changbai Mountains
X LIl The Tianshan Mountains

£ L The Kunlun Mountains

EH#3 & The Qinghai-Tibet Plateau
WX & =R The Inner Mongolian Plateau

#+ 58 The Loess Plateau

= = & The Yunnan-Guizhou Plateau

=1t J& The Northeast China Plain
£t J& The North China Plain
KT R TR The Middle and Lower Yangtze Valley Plain

L EH KA H The Tarim Basin
S /R 2 The Junggar Basin
L3k K2 The Qaidam Basin
M4)1l&#b The Sichuan Basin

3T The Yangtze River
#51 The Yellow River
HEE R 47T The Yarlung Zangbo River

SUH1IE 9 The Beijing-Hangzhou Canal

ERBEA Poyang Lake



http://www.purpleculture.net

http://www.purpleculture.net

J& BE 3 Dongting Lake
K 3# Taihu Lake

&8 Qinghai Lake

578 5 Taiwan Island
Y8 2 Hainan Island
/81 5 The South China Sea Islands

HE-E K HER

Seven Ancient Capitals of China

JEZ Beijing

7i % Xi'an

7&PFH Luoyang
= Nanjing
JT ¥ Kaifeng
#1/H Hangzhou
% B3 Anyang

i
Enchanting Cities

Z# Hong Kong

EdgShanghal -
P Guangzhou
SEI ShenzZhen -
BB KUNMING - oo
B QINGOAC <+ -+ v v v e e
FEE Dalian
RIBE LNASA


http://www.purpleculture.net

YR Macao

A4t Taipei

R EZ R
Traveling Around China

JE5T# S The Palace Museum in Beijing

K3 The Great Wall

X 1% The Temple of Heaven

B A=l The Summer Palace

=2 | F Chengde Imperial Summer Villa
Fi+ =PB& The Ming Tombs
FHERESERREXDSMHEYIE

The Qinshihuang Mausoleum and the Museum of the Terracotta
Warriors and Horses

HIEE S E The Mogao Grottoes in Dunhuang
YL 3 The Old Town of Lijiang

SEEE H 3 The Ancient City of Pingyao

i 78 & A 3% Ancient Villages in Southern Anhui
HH P The West Lake

#E#K L 7K The Scenery of Guilin

FLFE IR Wulingyuan

# Jy M E X Huanglong

L3894 Jiuzhaigou (The Nine-Village Valley)
771k F7 = The Potala Palace

i & Qufu

Zz 111 Mount Taishan

i LLI Mount Songshan

# (1| Mount Huangshan

J& L Mount Lushan

3 L Mount Wuyi



http://www.purpleculture.net

http://www.purpleculture.net

SRR {# The Giant Buddhain Leshan -~

j'L,i.’EIJ_IMOUHTJiUhua‘ o

[t I Appendix I

A [E 2~ & The Number Ones of China -~

Ffrs% IT Appendix IT

REMAEN “HH®E~" The World Heritage in China -+ -

238
240
242
246
248
250

253

256


http://www.purpleculture.net

http://www.purpleculture.net

,J”“xv ; th [§ ?FE ll/v‘

ot r?

\\

e /G A General Survey of Chma



http://www.purpleculture.net

E} (i Ry

o [ T~ BIE K Bl EY 2R
BB, RFHER.

MENMG EERIX 27
ZFK, AEUANSBE, K
JWEAEE, ZRIEE. JEEBANEIE
BEBEFTH. KEE. Bk
BB, HREHTATE, BE
HTiBARLE, PHERANEG B AR <8
. EESNE. BE. B
HIRG A, B, E
. e,

KB E&IEERFHL
SHBSEIA, BEEIFHHnR
mdeeH, BK1.87A%F
Ko FEMIREE. =8, K
B BENRKEEMEERR
H K F, H8o7 5 000
Z05B15, aZERRTEN
KRB, HUSBELK LA
7T Ko


http://www.purpleculture.net

http://www.purpleculture.net

A General Survey of China .us,:";l F [ A Ve

China’s Geographic Location
in the World

C hina is located in the east of the Eurasian Continent, to the west
of the Pacific Ocean.

China has a land boundary of more than 20 000 km, bordering 14
countries, with DPR Korea to the east; Russia, Mongolia, Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan to the north, northeast and northwest;
Afghanistan, Pakistan, India, Nepal and Bhutan to the west and

southwest; and Vietnam, Laos and Myanmar to the South.

China’s coastline extends from the north at the estuary of Yalu

River on the Sino-Korean border to the south at the estuary of

Beilunhe River (“Song Ka Long” in Vietnamese) on

the Sino-Vietnam border, with a total length of
more thgn.,l-@ﬂrﬁckm.‘ China is flanked by
' _._t'ﬁe‘?f(f)‘hai Sea, the Yellow Sea, the East
and South China Seas, with the Pacific to
;he éast. It has more than 5 000 islands
. along the coa_s,t,- with the largest one

b(';i_ng Taiwan Island. The total length

© RENEME? Do you know?
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China and the following countries face each other

1. hENFEE SR - | across the sea: Japan, the Republic of Korea, the
China’s diversified topography PMpines, Malaysia, Indonesia and Brunei.
2. hEGHIBNE 1‘2
China’s geographic location in the world
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China’s Administrative Divisions

FFS No. | £%F Full Name f&%R Abbreviation 78 Huly Administration Center
1 JE3 ™ Beijing = Jing 4E3 Beijing
2 KiZ Tianjin 2 Jin K72 Tianjin
3 s74t& Hebei Province = Ji AZRE Shijiazhuang
4 W#4E Shanxi Province Z Jin AJR Taiyuan
5 W& AAX Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region ME D Inner Mongolia | FEAIA4E Hohhot
6 74 Liaoning Province i7 Liao LBA Shenyang
7 ZH#4& Jilin Province = Ji &% Changchun
8 2 %714 Heilongjiang Province Hei 057778 Harbin
9 B Shanghai P Hu % Shanghai
10 JI74& Jiangsu Province 7» Su 5 Nanjing
11 #1144 Zhejiang Province T Zhe M Hangzhou
12 iBE4 Fujian Province & Min &M Fuzhou
13 Z#4& Anhui Province fiz Wan &L Hefei
14 JLP84 Jiangxi Province 2 Gan & Nanchang
15 %4 Shandong Province £ |y 7Eg Jinan
16 7 & Henan Province % Yu A Zhengzhou
17 #1t& Hubei Province S E HIX Wuhan
18 #%4& Hunan Province 8 Xiang ;b Changsha
19 I~ %% Guangdong Province & Yye I~ M Guangzhou
20 784 Hainan Province I Qiong ¥ 0 Haikou
21 ["Hit&BAK Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region | B Gui B Nanning
22 F K Chongging 1 Yu EJX Chongging
23 m)114 Sichuan Province JIIE& Chuan or Shu | A&k Chengdu
24 # M4 Guizhou Province HHE Guior Qian | 528 Guiyang
25 Z=F4 Yunnan Province =& Yun or Dian EE8B Kunming
26 B 75X Tibet Autonomous Region i Zang HITE Lhasa
27 %754 Shaanxi Province k=l Z Shaan or Qin | 8% Xi’an
28 H7R4& Gansu Province HBk Gan or Long | 2 M Lanzhou
29 &84 Qinghai Province % Qing 7T Xining
30 TEEKE5X Ningxia Hui Autonomous Region 7 Ning %8Il Yinchuan
31 FREE/REEX Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region | 37 Xin L& K5 Urimai
32 &7&4 Taiwan Province & Tai &4k Taipei
33 FHE371X Hong Kong Special Administrative Region | # Gang Z# Hong Kong
34 I TESITHX Macao Special Administrative Region | 38 Ao 17 Macao
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China’s Territory

he country stretches from north to south for about 50° in
Tlatitude, over a span of 5500 km in distance, from the central
line of the Heilongjiang River’s main channel, north of Mohe county,
to the Zengmu Reef of the Nansha Islands in the South China Sea.
When the Northeast China hits the depth of winter, the Hainan

Island in the south is still in its summer.

China’s length spans for about 60° in longitude or more than
5 000 km in distance, from the junction of the central line of the

Heilongjiang and Ussuri rivers in the east to the Pamir Highlands,

west of Wuqia county, Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region
in the far west. When fishermen living by the East China
Sea sail out to work in the morning, herdsmen on the Pamir

Highlands are still sound asleep at midnight.

China’s land area is 9 600 000 km?, ranking 3rd in the world
after Russia and Canada. Besides, it also has a sea area of
3 000 000 km”.

China has 23 provinces, 5 autonomous regions, 4 municipalities
directly under the central government and 2 special administrative

regions, with Beijing as its capital.

As one of the four great countries with ancient civilization, China has
a vast territory, abundant resources and beautiful scenery. Chinese

people have created glorious oriental culture on this vast land.

1. IaRRER
The Pamirs

2. EIHER
Winter at Mohe
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© /A#¥ Data

20005, FEAMDKFEHFE DA
71.8 %,

Chinese people’s average life expectancy
extended to 71.8 years in 2000.

China’s Population

hina accounts for the largest population in the world. By Nov.
C 1, 2000, the national population had amounted to 1.295 billion.
January 6th of 2005 was China’s “1.3-billion population day”. At
present, China’s population exceeds 13 billion. Chinese people now

constitute about 22% of the world’s population.

China’s population is not evenly distributed across the country.
The east of China has large population, while the west is sparsely
populated. People abound in the plain areas, but are sparse in the

mountainous and plateau regions.

The population in cities and towns contrasts sharply with that in the
countryside—the former has small percentage in national population,
while the latter constitutes a large proportion. Since 1949, China’s
non-rural population has increased steadily in a planned way. The
growth of the non-rural population will accelerate even more and its

percentage of the national population will also increase.

ASH N T %
| ECENEN
) no K400 A
B 1o A-i00 A
E 01 A-in A
B 1 AELF

1] 380 T |

1. AMNBEEXRRZI H, REEK
National Day celebration at Tian’anmen Square
1]2 2. FEAODRESH
Distribution of China’s Population
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Unified Multi-ethnic country

China is a unified multi-ethnic country, comprising 56 nationa-
lities such as Han, Mongolian, Hui, Tibetan, Uygur, Miao, Yi,
Zhuang, Buyi, Korean, and Manchu, etc. The policy that all of the

nationalities are equal has become a national practice.

The Han people comprise the largest population among all of
the nationalities, making up 91.59 percent of the country’s total
population. The other 55 nationalities are called ethnic minorities.
The fifth national census (up to Nov. 1, 2000) shows the population of
all of the minorities is 106 430 000, accounting for about 8.41% of the

national population.

Although the ethnic minorities are small in population, they are
widely dispersed across the country, mainly in the Northwest,
Southwest and Northeast. The Uygur, a people good at dancing and
singing, mainly live in the Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region. The
Mongols, distributed on the Inner Mongolian Plateau, are called
“people of grassland”. The Tibetan people by and large live on the
Qinghai-Tibet Plateau, known as “eagle of the plateau”. The
Orogens inhabit the Xing’anling mountains, which earns them

the name “people on the mountains”.

For thousands of years, Chinese people of various nationalities
experienced different natural, historical and social conditions,

which formed their own distinct customs.

© RENEM? Do you know?

1. Bk
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The Miao nationality THHE, AB—EESRFERIRG
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The Lisu nationality AH30.066% o

1 3 3. fEik
4 The Dong nationality Up to now there are still some ethnic groups
21 3 4. ik which haven't been officially identified in

The Manchu nationality | China. This part of the population amounts

5. YEEIRIK to 749 000, i.e. 0.066% of the total national

The Uygur nationality population.
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