
http://www.purpleculture.net

http://www.purpleculture.net


Devon Williams

ChinaFotoPress

http://www.purpleculture.net

http://www.purpleculture.net


http://www.purpleculture.net

http://www.purpleculture.net


Contents

Preface
Common Knowledge About Chinese Cul ture , Common 

Knowledge About Chinese History and Common Knowledge About 
Chinese Geography are a series of readers initiated by the Overseas 

 

Common Knowledge About Chinese Culture, Common Knowledge About Chinese History and Common 
Knowledge About Chinese Geography.

The revised version of Common Knowledge About Chinese Culture, Common Knowledge About 
Chinese History and Common Knowledge About Chinese Geography

Common Knowledge 
About Chinese Culture, Common Knowledge About Chinese History and Common Knowledge About 
Chinese Geography

, 2006 

http://www.purpleculture.net

http://www.purpleculture.net


Traditional Chinese Ideology

Introduction 2

Confucius 4

“Four Books and Five Classics” and

  Confucianism 8

Laozi, Zhuangzi and Taoism 10

Buddhism 12

Traditional Virtues of China

Introduction 16

Filial Virtue 18

To Respect the Aged and Love the Young 20

Three Friends in Cold Weather 22

Integrity and Credit 24

To Respect Teachers and Value Education 26

Ancient Chinese Literature

Introduction 30

Ancient Mythology 32

The Book of Songs 36

Chu Ci 40

Yuefu Songs of the Han Dynasty 44

 Folks Songs of the Northern and Southern 

  Dynasties 46

Tang Poetry 48

 Song Ci Poetry 52

Contents

http://www.purpleculture.net

http://www.purpleculture.net


Contents

Yuan Zaju ( Opera of the Yuan Dynasty ) 56

Fiction of the Ming and Qing Dynasties 60

Four Great Folklores 64

Science and Technology of Ancient China

Introduction 74

The Compass 76

Papermaking 78

Printing 80

Gunpowder 82

Gan and Shi’s Celestial Book 84

Zhang Heng and the Seismograph 86

 Zu Chongzhi and Pi 88

Textile Technique 90

Sundial and Copper Kettle Clepsydra 92

Abacus and Abacus Calculation 96

Traditional Chinese Art

Introduction 100

Folk Music 102

Beijing Opera 104

Local Operas 108

Quyi ( Folk Art ) 112

The Game of Go 114

The Chinese Chess 116

Chinese Characters 118

 Calligraphy 120

Seal Cutting 122

http://www.purpleculture.net

http://www.purpleculture.net


Traditional Chinese Painting 124

Chinese Cultural Relics

Introduction 130

Jiaguwen 132

Sanxingdui Culture 134

Simuwu Ding 138

Sword of King Goujian of Yue 140

Liangzhu Jade 142

Changxin Palace Lamp 144

Terracotta Warriors and Horses of Qinshihuang 

  Mausoleum 146

Chime Bells 150

  Jade Suit Sewn with Gold Thread 152

Bronze Galloping Horse 154

The Great Bell of Yongle 156

Ancient Coins 158

Dunhuang Mogao Grottoes 160

Ancient Chinese Architecture

Introduction 166

The Imperial Palace 168

Temples 172

Classical Gardens 176

Pagodas 180

Bridges 182

http://www.purpleculture.net

http://www.purpleculture.net


Contents

Chinese Arts and Crafts

Introduction 186

Tang Tricolor Pottery 188

Porcelain 190

Cloisonné 192

Fan 194

Kite 196

Fancy Lantern 198

Embroidery 200

Silk 202

Batik and Blue Calico 204

Paper-Cuts 206

Jade Carving 208

Stone Lion 210

Four Treasures of the Study 212

Chinese Folk Customs

Introduction 218

Names of the Chinese People 220

Twelve Symbolic Animals 224

One-Month-Old Feast and One-Year-Old Catch

  ( Zhuazhou ) of Babies 226

Wedding 228

Four Deities—Symbol of Auspice in 

  Ancient Times 230

Images of Blessing 234

Folk Temple Fair 236

Lion Dance 238

http://www.purpleculture.net

http://www.purpleculture.net


The Spring Festival 240

The Lantern Festival 242

The Pure Brightness Day 244

The Dragon Boat Festival 246

The Mid-Autumn Festival 248

The 24 Seasonal Division Points 250

Life of the Chinese People

Introduction 254

Cheong-Sam and Traditional Chinese 

  Costumes 256

Chinese Cuisine 260

Chinese Tea 264

Chinese Wine 266

Civilian Residence 268

Horse-Drawn Carriage, Sedan Chair and

  Cloth Shoes 272

Traditional Chinese Medical Science and Medicine 274

Acupuncture and Moxibustion Therapy and 

  Narcotherapy 276

The Chinese Language and Mandarin and 

  Dialects 278

http://www.purpleculture.net

http://www.purpleculture.net


Traditional Chinese Ideology

http://www.purpleculture.net

http://www.purpleculture.net


2

Introduction

http://www.purpleculture.net

http://www.purpleculture.net


 Traditional Chinese Ideology

3

Compared with Westerners, 

the Chinese people paid 

more attention to the harmonious 

relation between human beings 

and nature; “Nature and Man 

are one.” is a familiar statement  

in traditional Chinese ideology. 

Much emphasis is laid upon the 

moral cultivation and temper re-

enlightenment on the part of the 

individual rather than upon the 

logic reasoning.

For thousands of years, China, 

so to speak, has been 

Introduction
of a holistic system of thoughts, 

which is largely composed of 

Confucianism initiated by Confu-

cius and Mencius, Taoism initi-

ated by Laozi and Zhuangzi, as 

well as Buddhism with Chinese 

characteristics, among which 

Confucianism played a funda-

mental role in shaping the tradi-

tional Chinese ideology.
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Confucius (551 BC — 479 BC), whose personal name was Qiu 

and styled Zhongni, was born in the Lu State. Confucius was 

a great thinker and educator in the late Spring and Autumn Pe-

riod. He was also the founder of Confucianism.

Confucius was a descendant of a noble family in the Song State, who 

descended from royals of the Yin Dynasty. When he was still a child, 

his father died, and his family went to a decline as a result, but he  

studied very hard. He once said, “From any three people walking, 

travel about and instruct disciples. In his life, Con-

fucius had instructed more than 3 000 disciples, 

some were from poor families. In this way, 

Confucius had gradually changed the tradition 

that nobody but nobilities had the right 

to receive education. In his later years, 

Confucius compiled and preserved 

many literary works of ancient times, 

including The Book of Songs, The Book 

of Documents and The Book of Changes.

Even in modern t imes, many of 

Confucius’ ideas are quite valuable. 

For instance, Confucius established 

and developed a moral and ethical 

system called ren (benevolence). To 

Confucius
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achieve “ren”, he believed that 

one should show benevolence 

to others, and therefore “Do as 

you would like to be done by 

others”. Confucius also believed 

that “Gentlemen are harmoni-

ous but different” which reveals 

that difference between people 

should be recognized in dealing 

with human relationship, thereby 

it is inappropriate to judge with 

a single standard, and thus the 

harmony and stabilization of a 

society will be accomplished. In 

terms of education, Confucius 

maintained that teachers should 

enlighten students to think in-

dependently, and that students 

should formulate their own opin-

ions when acquiring knowledge 

from textbooks.

The sayings and behaviors of 

Confucius’ were compiled in 

The Analects of Confucius by his 

disciples. Confucius’ ideology 

has been absorbed and carried 

forward by later generations, 

composing the essential part of 

Chinese traditional ideology. It 

was also spread into the border 

regions and areas, building up a 

circle of culture of Confucianism 

exerting profound influence on 

the whole East Asian countries.   

Confucius belongs to China. He 

is a household name in China, 

and most of the Chinese people 

-

cius in one way or another. Con-

fucius also belongs to the world, 

UNESCO (United Nations Edu-

Organization) has labeled him 

one of the “Ten Cultural Celeb-

rities”.
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were called The Collected Notes 

on Passages in the Four Books,

commonly known a s “Four 

Books”. They were regarded as 

the elementary textbooks for 

Confucianism study. Five Classics 

The

Book of Changes (Yi Jing), The 

Book of Documents (Shang Shu), 

The Book of Poetry (Shi Jing), The 

Records of Rites (Li Ji) and The 

Spring and Autumn Annals (Chun 

Qiu).

In the dynasties of Ming and 

Q i n g , t h e s e n t e n c e s f r o m 

“Four Books and Five Classics” 

were the basis for the Imperial 

Examinations. Examinees had 

to explain them according to 

The Collected Notes on Passage in 

the Four Books. Therefore, “Four 

Books and Five Classics” became 

the most important textbooks 

for scholars of the time. Then 

“Four Books and Five Classics” 
and Confucianism

our Books”(Si Shu) came 

into existence before the 

Qin Dynasty, although they were

not called “Four Books” at that 

time. The Analects of Confucius

( L u n Y u ) , o n e o f t h e F o u r 

Books, is a collection of words 

a n d d e e d s  o f  C o n f u c i u s . 

The other three are Mencius 

(Mengzi) , The Great Learning 

(Da Xue) and The Doctrine of 

the Mean (Zhong Yong). Mencius 

recorded the political thought 

of Master Meng Ke (Mengzi) 

who was another prominent 

f igure of Confucianism. The 

Great Learning and The Doctrine 

of the Mean are two chapters 

from the corpus of The Records 

of Rites (Li Ji) originally. They 

are the collections of treatises 

on the rules of propriety and 

ceremonial usages . Zhu Xi , 

the well-known scholar of the 

Southern Song Dynasties, offered 

elaborate comments on the two 

books. Together with The Analects 

of Confucius and Mencius, they 

1 3

2

the Confucian thought of “Four 

Books and Five Classics” became 

the guideline of behavior. Further 

more, as the most important

ancient corpus of China, i t 

still has great influence on the 

current generation.
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Laozi, Zhuangzi 
   and Taoism

The founder of Taoism was 

Laozi, whose family name 

was Li and given name was Er. 

He lived in the later years of 

the Spring and Autumn Period, 

and worked as an archivist in 

the Imperia l Library of the 

Zhou’s court. His masterpiece 

Tao Te Ching (The Book of the 

Way and Its Virtue), although  

with only about 5 000 charac-

ters, had a significant impact 

upon the thoughts of later gen-

erations. Laozi applied “Tao” 

to elucidating the origin and 

evolvement of the universe. 

Moreover, Laozi maintained 

that the characters and law 

of “Tao” could be applied to 

guide people’s thinking and 

behavior, which should be in 

conformance with the nature. 

Laozi believed that what ap-

pears soft and weak can actu-

ally defeat what is hard and 

strong, inasmuch as what looks 

fragile is hard in nature.

Proficient in the philosophy 

of Laozi, Zhuangzi was an in-

heritor and promoter of Taoism. 

Zhuangzi, whose given name was 

in charge of painting work at the 

town of Meng in the Song State. 

In the book bearing his name, 

Zhuangzi succeeded to and de-

veloped Laozi’s viewpoint that 

“Tao is defined by nature”, and 

claimed that everything exterior 

can be equated with self, and 

life and death are equal. What 

Zhuangzi had been pursuing is a 

spiritual realm of absolute free-

dom. Since there are so many 

similarities between Laozi and 

Zhuangzi in terms of thinking, 

descendants usually mention 

them comparably. 
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