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A Dream of Red Mansions is a masterpiece of classical Chinese
literature. It has been very influential during the past several hundred years.
The study of the masterpiece is called Redology. The poignant love story of
the protagonists Jia Baoyu and Lin Daiyu is comparable to Shakespeare’s
Romeo and Jultet and 1s particularly loved by Chinese people.

The author Cao Xuegin was born into a wealthy household during the
late Qing Dynasty, but later on the Cao family lost its power and influence
and became impoverished. Cao Xuegin in his later years was able 1o see
through the vicissitudes of life, and used his own experiences as the basic to
write this world-famous work. The author described the rise and fall of four
great fedual families in this work. At the same time he described the lives of
both the anstocracy and the common people. Through these finely detailed

descriptions and comparisons he penned a tragic story.
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The story occurred in a big city where lived four big feudal families: the
Jias. the Wangs, the Shis and the Xues. They were all related to each other
and powerful in that area.

Jia Baoyu of the Jia family, who was found a piece of jade in his mouth
when he was born, was given the name of Baoyu (precious jade). Lady Jia,
Baoyu's grandmother, doted on Baoyu and took him as her sweetheart.
He was pampered when he was small, and that developed Baoyu's willful,
romantic and slightly rebellious nature.

Baoyu had a younger cousin named Lin Daiyu; he called her “Little
Sister Lin™. Daiyu was talented and extremely pretty but her parents died
when she was very young, so she lived together with Baoyu and the others
at the home of her maternal grandmother, who was Baoyu's paternal
grandmother Daiyu, from a very young age, was frail and often ill, and
was an emotional and sensitive person. Even though Baoyu’s parents often
criticized him for his willful and rebellious nature and other people in the
family also tried to restrain /‘: e

. = e, e
him. Daiyu and Baoyu o — e AL /
o — ‘ o y
however, were of the same .. 9 T 20 4

nature. and she never

constrained him, so Baoyu
and Daiyu felt free when
they were together. The two
of them would often read,

compose poetry together,
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and play together. As the days passed they developed an adoration of one
another.

Baovu had an older cousin named Xue Baochai. Baochai was a little
older than Baoyu, so Baoyu called her “Elder Sister Bao”. Baochai was also
very pretty. She wore a gold
locket: it was said to be given
to her by a Buddhist monk, who
said that when she grew up
she must marry someone with
jade. Who had jade? Jia Baoyu
naturally. So her mother brought
her to the Jia family. Although
Baochai was quite young, she

was smart and clever. cheerful

and generous and got along : T
well with the Jia family; everyone liked her, and felt she and Baoyu were a
natural pair.

The place where Baoyu. Daiyu and Baochai lived was called Daguanyuan
(Prospect Garden). Several other cousins lived here as well, They often
recited poetry or painted together, and would play and amuse themselves
together. Daivu and Baochai’s poems were always the best. But Daiyu was
not able to get along very well with others. while Baochai was good at it and
was even more liked by them.

Baoyu and Little Sister Lin ofter recited poetry and play together. With
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time passing by, they fell in love with each other. But in those days marriage
was decided by the parents. Baochai’s family had much more power than
Daiyu’s family. and Baochai is more cheerful and brighter than Daiyu. So
Baoyu’s parents wished Baoyu and Baochai to marry. When Daiyu learned
of it she was heartbroken, and was immediately struck down by illness. On
the day when Baoyu and Baochai were married. Lin Daiyu died of illness,
all alone. On that day Baoyu also
became ill. He confusedly thought
that he was marrying Little Sister
Lin. When he found out that his
bride was not Little Sister Lin and
that in fact she had already died.
he suddenly felt extremely sad and
distraught.

Jia Baoyu. who was dashing and
romantic, and Lin Daiyu, who was
beautiful as a fairy. loved each other TR

but in the end did not marry. Later on, there were people who said that Jia
Baoyu lost all hope and left home to become a Buddhist monk, following a
monk and a Daoist somewhere.
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