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ritual, etiquette
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EiF 198 Lead-in Questions

1. ARG A BB (ing jits, to propose a toast ) fFL{% ( rsq, etiquette and
custom ) M7

2. R e KRS 4 THIIT (ga zhaohu, to greet ) 157

3. P AL (yanx, banquet ), PR S G A AR A MR ALY 2

4. feP EA RS AE 2407

5. fediEzalynd, b EUCRIE i AH AR 7
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Stories from Chuna: Folk Customs
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i =  zhizhong

to pay attention to,

to attach importance to

F AR zhtichéng

to be famous for, to be
celebrated for

ALALZ A i zhi bang
state of ceremonies
FAERAE  wh chi ba zdi
to exist everywhere

% shéjido

social contact

& chinghé  occasion
B4k e direct

[#]i%  jianjié indirect

iE X, zhéngshi

formal, official

WAL jlaowdng

to associate, to contact, to
socialize

WA jiangjiu

to pay attention to: paticular
care

KB oxd

order, sequence

i tengehdng

usually, generally

i%/~  zhigé one by one
gk canyin  dining
RAR AR

min yi shi wéj tian

food is the paramount
necessity to the people

AN bz
to take one’s seat, to be

seated
& "]
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Chinese people are famous for their attention to /iyi (ritual etiquette).
They have been called /iyi zhi bang (a nation of ceremonies).

Ritual etiquette is everywhere in the daily life of Chinese people. Not
only is it needed on various social occasions, but also in every aspect of our
life.

The etiquette of greeting: In China greetings are divided into the direct
greeting forms and the indirect forms. The direct greeting forms are suitable
for formal interactions
and social occasions, for
example, nin hao (how are
you?), dajia hao (greetings,
everyone!) etc. The indirect
forms of greeting are
mainly suitable for informal

situations and interactions

between acquaintances, MART, PEAAEFERTEAR

for example, zuijin mang shenme ne (what have you been doing lately?), nin
qu nar le (where have you been?), which are used to take the place of direct
greetings. In formal situations, one must pay attention to the greeting order.
[f it is a one-on-one greeting, then the person of lower status or younger age
will usually be the first to make a greeting. In situations of one to many, then
the greeting can be made to all at once, for example, dajia hao (greetings,
everyone!), or people can be greeted one by one.

The ectiquette of dining: In China there is the saying: “For the people,
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Stories from China: Folk Customs

v £

K& zhangbai

the clder, older generation
#L77]  baojian

private room

—@-'ﬁ‘ zongui

honorable, honored

MLAE guan jing

to enjoy a view

M jidodd angle

L& shangzud

seat of honor

T yanhui

banquet, feast, dinner party
WL txian

to reflect, to embody

HF  zinzhong  to respect
R yig

successively, one after
another, sequentially

B I8nglud

to give the cold shoulder, to
slight

Sk yanging

to pete, to entertain, to invite
sb. with dinner

#iF  fany

translator, interpreter

] ’@ quan shi
to urge sb. to have more food

F ik dong kuai

to start eating
& i3
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eating is heaven™ (Food is the paramount necessity to the people). At table,
the Chinese pay attention to the etiquette of “sitting”. First is being seated.
Generally the elder generation and guests sit first, and then others can sit
down. If it is a room in a restaurant, the place facing the door is the most
honorable, so is generally occupied by an elder or an important guest. The
seat with its back to the door is the lowest position. In high-class restaurants
where there is a view, the place where one has the best view is the most
important scat. Table order and scat order arc arranged beforchand in
relatively important banquets in order that attendees can each have their own
place. This also reflects respect for the guests. Often, the hierarchy of the
tables is based on how close or how far away they are from the seat of the
host. Normally they are arranged in an order where on the right side of the
host is higher status, on the left lower, being close to the host is higher status
and being far away is lower. In addition, the guest and the host are placed
as close together as possible to allow for convenient conversations. One
mustn’t sit together with one’s own people and give one’s guest the cold
shoulder. If a foreign guest is invited to a banquet, the interpreter is generally
placed on the right side of the host, next to the foreign guest. On formal
occasions the host generally is the first to raise his chopsticks and urge the
guests to eat. Only then should the guests begin to use their chopsticks.

In addition to the sitting order, a Chinese grand banquet also has many
other things one must pay attention to. Banquets used to welcome guests
are called jiefeng (lit. “greeting the wind”) or xichen (lit. “washing off
the dust™); banquets used to send off guests are called jianxing (farewell

banquets). But no matter if it is a welcome banquet or farewell banquet,
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A, jisfeng

to give a welcome dinner
HeE xichén

to give a welcome dinner
AT jignxing

to give a farewell dinner
75 jt tolift, to hold up

°PF4L  kdushulf
ceremony of knocking (on
the table)

¥ Qingchdo

Qing Dynasty (1616—1911)
L% qianiéng

Emperor Qianlong of the
Qing Dynasty

H 5 kdochd

to inspect, to investigate on
the spot

Y tdfion  eunuch

o £
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the table can’t lack alcoholic beverages. The saying “no wine, no banquet”
reflects this idea. There are also many rituals having something to do
with drinking alcohol. Guests must wait until the host lifts his glass and
encourages them to drink before they can begin to drink. If guests wish to
express thanks to their host, they can lift their glasses during the course of
the banquet and toast their host.

The ritual of drinking tea: Normally a table in a Chinese banquet also
cannot be without tea. Tea drinking also involves a ritual etiquette called “tapping
the hand”, or else “tapping the fingers”. Do you know the origin of the “hand-
tapping ritual™? It is said that during the Qing Dynasty the Qianlong emperor
would dress himself up as a commoner and go to scout out things in the South.
Once he took two eunuchs with him to a teahouse for tea. The proprietor of
the teahouse brought out a long-spouted teapot and poured out three cups in
succession. The teacups were each filled to the brim without a single drop
splashing outside them. The proprietor called this “the phoenix bows thrice”.
The Qianlong emperor
thought that was very
amusing, so he took the
proprietor’s teapot, set
up a teacup and also
wanted to learn the
“phoenix bows thrice”
method of pouring
tea. But the cup was
used by the eunuch; KRG ERRM
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Stories from China: Folk Customs

# A liGnzhe

in succession, consecutively
HE jian

to splash. to spatter

JAEL  ténghuéng  phoenix
JE95  boold  toreveal
-k ketéu to kowtow
B A% [znong-shdngzhi
to hit upon a plan in a
predicament

“F kéu to knock, to tap

dtE liGehuén

to spread. to circulate

#LAE  fingcha

to offer/serve tea

iZ#%  song zhdng

to attend upon a dying parent
or other senior member of

one’s family

B jiénxiting

to associate, to connect in
the mind

A lianrén

sweetheart, lover

o &
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for an emperor to pour
tea for a eunuch, in those
times it was not allowed.
In order not to reveal the
identity of the emperor,
the eunuch didn’t dare to
kowtow to the emperor
to express his thanks. So,
with desperation being the BRAEE—TTEAR, A%, EXAATENHE
mother of invention, he used his fingers to tap on the table, indicating that
the act of koushou (tapping the hand) was to be a substitution for koushou
(different characters but the same sound) (knocking the head)—kowtowing.
Thus the koushou ritual has been passed down to the present day, indicating
one’s gratitude toward someone pouring a cup of tea for you.

In China there are also specific rituals in regard to giving and receiving
gifts. For example, when giving gifts to the elderly one cannot give them
watches or clocks because song zhong (presenting a clock) sounds exactly
like song zhong (paying one’s last respects), which could give rise to bad
associations. In giving gifts, sweethearts mustn’t give each other umbrellas
because san (umbrella) sounds similar to san (to break up); the connoted
meaning isn’t good, and so on. Different from westerners when the Chinese
receive a gift they generally won’t open it in front of the giver. This is in
order to show that what they value is the friendship of their friend, not what
sort of gift they are getting. Nowadays, under the influence of the West,

some people will unwrap gifts when they receive them, see what gift it
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wies from China: Folk Customs

L

84 ylunhan
to contain, to implicate

FAL  zhongshi

to place importance on
g aingyi

friendly feelings,
friendship

W% yingxidng

to influence

B2 EH  xingmi
eye-catching, conspicuous

i weiwan
tactful, roundabout
B4 jdjué

to reject, to refuse
W E guizhong
precious, costly
A qionxd
modest

LI fmao
polite, courteous

BE

posture, bearing, deportment
EA  xitdo

mere formality

{54 chuantdng
traditional

f
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is in the presence of the giver, and then express their delight in receiving
that gift. For example, they will pick up the fresh flowers they receive and
smell them, afterward put them in a vase, and then place them in some eye-
catching location. If someone gives you a scarf, you can immediately put
it around your neck and take a look in the mirror while telling the giver: “1
really like its color and pattern”, or “This is a beautiful scarf”. When faced
with a situation where they cannot accept a gift for some reason, Chinese
generally will tactfully refuse it. For example, if someone receives a cell
phone from another and feels it is too expensive of a gift to accept, perhaps
they will say: “T already have one. Please take it for yourself or give it to
someone who needs it.”

In conclusion, the principles of Chinese etiquette are modesty and
respect for others. Respecting others is not simply a polite gesture or an
expression of courtesy, but rather must come from a feeling of respect deep
within oneself. If it doesn’t come from respect within, etiquette becomes a
mere formality, and this doesn’t accord with the traditional Chinese standard

of ritual etiquette.
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bl Siories [rom China: Folk Customs

¢ XHERE

O =
VR AN LT, AL REEHEDY « 0, &
B T bt S A R HI R LA 4 . AT 1711 59 F 25 H, BB
T 17992 A7 H. fLuiBeamyim, AT THARKAEFRER,
W BE G S AT A B A PR T AL TRV C R % 5%, ®OF T F 24

BMO, UTE R T I LR AL )
%3

E #i%12 4% Reading Comprehension

2 1 FIWHED: True( ) or false( < )
Bl R HEE AR WER. (V)

L EASURTEALZS S &AL ¢ )

2. P A ) R EEILT T, RARGEX T LT . ¢ )

3.GEE TN, TRiXE TR R RERET. ¢ )

4. BRI S, — RS0 ki SUORBE R, LUK ) 2 A (2
o ()

5. tEIEAIA S, EAMBANT UL, ¢ )

6. EM T BA MBI, BEMOEERY D" )

7. IR ME TR, REAL A “ER. ¢ )

8. EME, it “HR7PA” R “URIT”, FEAIE, “ AL
B ¢ )

12
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9. “RE=rik” RHEEEN—MELET. ¢ )
10 fEAFEESZALYN, —BRAS MERALANHHELITIF. ¢ )
2] 2. VEFRIEMREZE Choose the right answer

B PHRE—HLUFEE ‘"W B .

A. BEE B. &% C. #is: D. it
1. R Ay rp e RN AL, BT AR N « "
A. TWHA LR B. 4L C. REAfrhR D. AL Z ¥R
2. P E AAMUEH A & EI AL, B AP ALAX
A. Fll4b B. 777l C. 26 D. ik
3. P s -1 5
A. A B. XA EM5
C. IEA 2 s A 3n & D. B Z WA
4, [ —u BEIFFTRT, WE 55 I fi% o
A. SO 0 SR s AR 4 /N Y B. G Hu A 4w )
C. [fxf AR D. A4 IR
5. ERIT A, AL T R IR 0T, — AR K E g &
A,
A. A B. Al C. i Aih D. #4517
6. MF, HRHAL R S Ik LA M5E
A. B3 A7 B T B. A& {8 TAS R A
C. MLt 7 1) D. — Xt Z 1 m Tt
13
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by Stories [rom China: Folk Customs

7. HAYEE A UFRR, R AR SRR

A, R = 3k B. Mifr C. #R D. t&47
8. M HE, EEMBEHE “

A. A B. ¥t C. AT D. #i%
9. “NWIT4L” MIEh{ELr

A B B. Ak ) i

C. Efti D. A 5l B i
10. A RN AL S S5 ) e

A EA B. fi%s C. i D.

[= 15414 5] Sentence-Matching Exercises

HELE Match the left side with the information on the right

AL TE A B MU AR A AR 28 AN )
5 ) ik

B.f5 “RLPLEANR” Wik

C. “BR"“¥hd”

D. B AL MR

1L AR RR—ELLL

2. ALAAE R R L9 2 0
3. MBLT R A )
4. ) R G T

5. X i E. %S ENEMIIC G, AW LT
i

6. e H F. LA

7. RN EREFRN G. 7R AR (1

8. BN _LUuE, BEAR H. & T IEAR sk skt &

9. WA BRI EAMHE L FESE RBNZ R AT

10. “HIFAL” —HHiEES J. At R LA DO R P 25 ) NG
14
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[& i@;C % =] Vocabulary Exercises

FHYE et 6] {5345 Fill in the blanks with words/expressions in this lesson

i i L5 ALAX ELUN
e (379 esE TAAE 9L

AR HUNEE “ AU 7 TERR, SR L2 IR, LR
Qe PN e s o TR, T3S N AR HaE
(R 7S B R B N e = O a7 T TR S W TR /R B o T B 7 R 4

Z I 2AE. IERG T, PR B o TR

—f i, T SRR B AL A I S k. fER LR, PR

CHAT AL, I RAERT RORLR], DA R AL R i, AR
R EE AR A TR B B RS, — R
LA T RS IR o ST, SRR )76 R LA 18 = o 67 B8 19

m_jlxty '%2%/{”'55\ jl".ﬂ&a j&l‘;—g\ j@ﬂ&! ﬁpyl’o ‘Flﬂﬁggiﬁ&ﬁmg
o R NRYVEERRR N “HRUPER, RO AT,

o, EALY R SZAL Y BT AL BRPG ARG, AL
HZADNT, —BA S\ TR HHEALIHT T, X020 TR b AL
FHA A () o MIANEALYT. AR AL s )2 LA
SEEAAASURALSR LS AL O R AOR, A ZEATR O A HGR

iE3%4 3] Grammar Exercises

HIDEE )i 414 Make sentences with the words and phrases given
B —HEHLL ERIR RO 3E ‘AL ALz IR MR

HRE—ALET " mEFAR, MRS AR
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Stores from China: Folk Customs

L H®ER AEeeetp BibAE PEAR LR

2EMT HEBG EAM TE R HELRE

3G HEHRG B FEAG K ORI % EER

4.°MFALT e s WRIAEGE o H o WEOM

5. fEeel L BEALAN A Bl FT0T ALY PELA
Bz

EZl 5 1£45 3] Writing Practice
H F51is]if 1% %) Make sentences using the following words/phrases/structures
1. Eheseee e

2. FA AL
3, HETI] L) eeeees HLTT L eeeeen :

5. AR,
6. LL A ¥ B:
7. fReeeees ENCIE
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