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Preface

The Feiyue Chinese series is a set of Chinese textbooks written specifically for students in grades 9-12 of
overseas high schools whose native language is not Chinese. The complete set of textbooks is divided
into four levels. Each level is comprised of a textbook, a workbook, and a teacher’s book, including a
scannable audio QR code. These textbooks reflect the SC foreign language teaching principles of the
American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL), focusing on cultivating students’
language skills and drawing extensively on the advancements of international Chinese teaching
methods over the past decades. The complete set of textbooks can be used for the four grades of high
school (grades 9-12), with one level per academic year. It can also be used by students preparing for
AP exams and first- and second-year university students. After completing this course, students will
make significant progress in Chinese listening, speaking, reading, writing, and translation, reaching the
Intermediate-High level set by ACTFL, or its equivalent, Level 1+ established by the U.S. Interagency
Language Roundtable (ILR). The following summarizes the books’ layout and key characteristics.

A. Textbook

Each lesson of the textbook contains six parts: Lead-in, Texts and New Words, Phonetics, Chinese
Characters, Language Points, and Cultural Kaleidoscope. The contents of these parts are interrelated
and are connected to other courses in high school. The review lesson after each unit helps students
review the texts, vocabulary, and grammar learned in the unit through cross-cultural communication
exercises in listening, speaking, reading, writing, and translating. This enables the learners to pick up
new vocabulary while reviewing the learned materials.

1. Lead-in.

At the beginning of each lesson, there is a warm-up activity in Chinese and a list of the teaching
objectives of the lesson. This section provides an overview of what’s to come to increase learners’
interest in further study.

2. Text and New Words.

The text contents of this series fully reflect the real life of modern Chinese people in all aspects. The texts
include frequently used new words and phrases in the internet era, such as W R B ¥ &1 #A43
A, ek, BRif. FH4k. IATE. HFE £ (web pages, online shopping, Weibo, WeChat,
Moments, email, express delivery, high-speed rail, Alipay, shared bikes). The texts are presented in
Chinese characters and pinyin separately, which is conducive to the transition from pinyin to characters.
Texts are presented in both traditional and simplified characters, providing learners with a choice
between the two. Each lesson provides a dialogue and then a narrative to help students master both
spoken and written Chinese. There is an “Essential Words” vocabulary section that students are required
to master and an “Extended Vocabulary” list for more in-depth learning. This design is convenient for
teachers to conduct differentiated instruction.
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3. Phonetics

This series focuses on the teaching and practice of Chinese phonetics to help non-native speaking
students acquire a more native accent and lay a solid foundation in pronouncing Chinese. The phonetics
section systematically introduces the phonetic knowledge of Standard Chinese: initials, finals, tones,
tone sandhi, spelling rules, multi-syllable liaison, sense group, stress, and sentence intonation. It also
includes a section of “Fun with Pinyin”, a tongue twister or rhymed text for students to practice pinyin
for fun. Understanding the pinyin system sets learners up for the “Recitation of Tang Poems” sections
in Books 2, 3, and 4, where a popular Tang poem is provided for students to recite and learn. The Tang
poetry recitation accomplishes three objectives: it helps learners review the Chinese pinyin system,
experience the rhythm of Chinese, and learn the rich Chinese culture embodied within the poems.

4. Chinese Characters

This series systematically introduces the basic knowledge of Chinese characters and provides a large
number of Chinese character exercises. There are three key features in the character learning of this series.
First, standards for reading and writing are distinct, in that students are required to read and understand
all new characters in each lesson, but not required to write all characters from memory. Students are only
required to write 18 to 20 “Essential Words” characters in each lesson after they have mastered the basic
phonetics of Standard Chinese. “Essential Words” characters are common Chinese characters with strong
word formation abilities. Mastering them will enable students to build up to more compound words. The
second key feature is that this series strives to develop handwriting and “e-writing” skills simultaneously
through writing and typing exercises. Students are required not only to handwrite Chinese characters
according to the rules of stroke order, but also to electronically input Chinese characters into a computer
to meet the needs of modern communication. Finally, the third key feature is that starting from Lesson
4 of Book 1, there is a “Fun with Chinese Characters” section that explores the historical evolution of
several commonly used Chinese characters. This is then accompanied by fun exercises (e.g., scrabble,
riddles for characters, and fun reading texts) to increase students’ understanding of radicals and
commonly used character components. These exercises are meant to provide additional context for the
characters, which will hopefully help maintain students’ interest as they dive further into the lessons.

S. Language Points

This series of textbooks focuses on the explanation of Chinese structure, sentence patterns, and
grammar difficulties in the text. The explanations are provided in English, in clear and concise language,
so that English speakers can follow the Chinese grammar rules with ease. Diagrams, tables, and sample
sentences further help students master these grammar rules. This series draws on the research results
of Chinese grammar in the past ten years, and introduces the concepts of Separable Verb-Object
Compound ( 37 & # 414 ) and Separable Verb-Complement Compound ( %7 #h & 474 ) to align
the grammatical explanations with how the Chinese language is actually used in daily life. Chinese
complement is an important concept that, in our experience, has been difficult for non-native speakers
to grasp, in part because the classification of Chinese complements in some textbooks is overly complex.
Here, the lexical complement is distinguished from the syntactic complement. The introduction of the
Separable Verb-Complement Compound simplifies the classification of Chinese complements and
facilitates non-native speakers in mastering the structure of Chinese complements.

6. Cultural Kaleidoscope
The Cultural Kaleidoscope section in each lesson introduces Chinese cultural elements that are closely
related to the text content. This section aims to integrate the process of language learning with cultural
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studies by reflecting on the various aspects of Chinese social life. Cultural Kaleidoscope introduces
relevant cultural products, cultural behaviors, and cultural concepts to students to help them gain an
immersive understanding of Chinese culture and raise their cross-cultural awareness.

B. Workbook

Classroom and homework exercises in the workbook are designed to partner with the texts, phonetics,
Chinese characters, language points, and Cultural Kaleidoscope sections in the textbook. One of the
highlight features of the workbook is the section on Using the Language, which contains many authentic
materials such as pictures, texts, and audios. The exercises in listening, speaking, reading, writing, and
translating are based on the test forms of American Chinese Standardized Tests (e.g., AP Chinese Exam,
SAT2 Chinese Test, OPI). These exercises deepen the learning of lesson contents and expand the
skills of using the language in daily life. Additionally, assessment criteria for each unit are set up in the
textbook and the workbook corresponding to the Learning Objectives of each lesson. These exercises
can be used as the teacher’s summary for the unit review or as a self-assessment for motivated students
to sharpen their autonomous learning capabilities.

C. Teacher’s Book

The Teacher’s Book provides answers to all the exercises in the Student’s Workbook and ofters suggestions
on teaching arrangements, including teaching plans for regular lessons and review lessons. For example,
Lesson S and Lesson 8 have two teaching plans with different teaching schedules for middle school
teachers and university instructors. The review lesson takes Lesson 7 as an example and provides plans for
six class periods. The teaching plans put forward specific teaching suggestions on the teaching objectives,
teaching contents, classroom exercises, and homework for each class hour. Due to the wide variation in the
teaching requirements and curriculum design of Chinese courses in universities, high schools, and other
types of schools, the teaching plans provided in this book are for reference only.

In order to facilitate teachers and increase the practicality of this series, sample final exams and lesson quizzes
are provided in the Teacher’s Book with test questions, answer keys, and scoring criteria. After the review
class, the four final exams are arranged in each book, designed to assess students’ command of the lesson texts,
pronunciation, characters, and grammar structure. It is a comprehensive examination that assesses the five
skills of listening, speaking, reading, writing, and translating. Teachers are encouraged to design their own
mid-term exams and lesson quizzes based on the formats of the final exams and lesson quizzes provided.

The Teacher’s Book also provides teaching objectives and teaching tips in Chinese for each lesson. The
“teaching tips” provide concise explanations and hints in Chinese on each lesson’s key points and difficulties.
Since the Students’ Textbooks use English to introduce pinyin, general knowledge of Chinese characters and
grammar points, it is necessary to provide concise teaching suggestions in Chinese for teachers. At the end
of each lesson, teaching references (e.g, relevant websites) related to the contents are provided.

Thanks are given to Dr. Li LIU from the Chinese Program of University of California, Berkeley, and Ms.
Ying JIN from the Chinese Program of Cupertino High School and Homestead High School for their

valuable feedback during the revision process.

Patrick Lin
August 2021
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Abbreviations for Parts of Speech

adj. adjective 7 %174

adv. adverb &) 74

av. auxiliary verb B} 3/ 73]

conj. conjunction i% 3]

ie. idiomatic expression 3] i} A #%&

int. interjection X 7]

m.w. measure word = 73]

n. noun % 73]

num. numeral %% 73]

ono. onomatopoeia $3 # 73]

part. particle Bjj 3]

phra. phrase 42 1%

pn. proper name % 74 % 7

pron. pronoun X, 73]

pref. prefix A7 4%

prep. preposition 4~

suff. suffix /5 &

V. verb %/ 13

ve. verb-complement compound 3} %k £ 474
vo. verb-object compound % £ £ 414
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F—¥A (F—B) : MARE (BALZE)

Unit One: Personal Information

F— (F—R) A& MZ)

Lesson1 Greetings

—. A (E A ) Lead-in
Exercise Q

Look at the pictures below and say the greetings in Chinese.

After learning this lesson, you will be able to:

) Use common Chinese greetings and greet Chinese people appropriately.

@) Understand Chinese syllables, the four Chinese basic tones, neutral tone, and 3rd tone changes.
@ Understand the evolution of Chinese characters and the number of frequently used characters,
@) Use an adjective as a predicate, and use the particles " | %% and the suffix 1] correctly.
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2% L) Texts

IR (—) Text(1)

LI Wen meets CHEN Yu on campus for the first time.

@ A
AR (R 4F!

A3 AR

R AR4F!
yi

( Tips the most common Chinese greeting

_ v,
~
HEhR NT hao !
LT WEén : NT hao !
Chén YU : NT hao !
_ J
~
SYKLR R %1
2 3 AR4AF!
PR AR
_ J

i, 2



WEZgiE (W E45F) (—) Essential Words (1)

Fs | & (ZEE) | HE At BB/ 6T
AR IF ni hao ie. hi; hello/ R 475 ?
1 1 ni pron. | you fR-F! /ARAN
*F hao adj. good; well 1R%&F !/ 4F A

I®X (Z) Text(2)

Miss JJANG meets Mr. WANG in the morning.

.
=

Lo ERA, RF!
EorA: F, T

Tips a common/greeting in the morning J
Lo AL

FhAE: B

N\

N1 zao !

" e

" v s

Wang xiansheng : zaijian!
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