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Grandma’s Smile

I like my grandma’s smile: as her eyes narrow, the wrinkles on her face ripple like
layers of petals, making it resemble a chrysanthemum in full bloom.

Unfortunately, [ haven’t seen her beautiful smile since she got dementia last year.
Sometimes she doesn’t even recognize my grandpa. Her eyes look vacant when she
sees those around her. But my dad is the exception. She still takes his hand as if he
were a kid and calls him “Genzhu, Genzhu”, his childhood name. My dad would hold
her tightly in his arms in return.

One day, many guests came to our house to celebrate my grandpa’s birthday. My
parents were busy preparing the meal in the kitchen while my grandpa was treating
guests at the dinner table with my grandma sitting beside him. Every time a dish was
served, she just shook her head without saying a word. But when a plate of dumplings
was brought to the table, she grabbed quite a few and hurried into the kitchen where
she took my dad’s hand and said repeatedly, “Eat, eat!”

Dumplings are my dad’s favorite! Seeing this, my mom took the dumplings from
Grandma’s hand and put them on a plate which she placed aside on the counter. Then she
picked up a dumpling with her chopsticks from another bowl and put it into Grandma’s
mouth, followed by another which she put into Dad’s mouth. Chewing the dumpling

while looking at her son, my grandma smiled happily. Dad, however, burst into tears.
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