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introduction

aar Fierd, o ek do el e abasn frndiisngs

Chilnesa culsra?

Let's &y a ridole bo starl: “There are 12 of them, each peracn
clarms ot one of am; they can anly be tound in China

Wi are they "

If you can figars it oud, it shows that you know something
aboul Chiness culure. In fack, farmer Japoness Prime
Minister Kakuel Tenaka pu this riddie to Chinese Premier
Ihon Enlai dising fis vis? to China in Sapterber 1372 1o
endivan ther meabng. The key to e ricdle 15 “the [2-year
cypcla of animaln im ihe Chiness zodise®, or simply “the 12

TOOiaC animads -

https://www.purple oyl g g

Tha flidin was o place of cake far Premier Theu as tha 12

Foeflac animals aFo Tamiliar to auarganss in China. But wihat

I tha Chilnasa Zodlac?

I Chingss, B calod &0 sangee | D msens “Ba BT,
Tl [ i “recsernibe”. Incthae s of the anciend R,
Friman baings am pat of rekeg, Foopks bom In dferant Ln
ymark cofruspomnd 30 speciic animals. & peeson’s Chaneciee
resambies that of his er her animal. The 12 anlmats aa the
Fal, O, Tiges Aabinl Dragon, Bnakia. Horse, Gaat " Monkny
Ropgter, Dog and PR Peopla This ass teen o numbes tha

WRArs i & 13ywar opclin

Thie Cibisi tass Uik e & j ralirs B0 Dol e g0l and e b
pih mcec animalcm be e gl o skmE o the
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Fiot sanrmiale, [ yoed i Bam in 2000, The Yaer of ihs Dragen,
Ihes dragan s yoir Podiss animial ard 18 Sondldarsd your
Efelang mascal and guardisn sngel, Former Chinage Pramier
fhau Enlai waa baim in 1808, the Yoar of 1 Dog. Kabsei
Tanaha, former Japsness Prime MEnEslen waa Born in 1518,
i Yiear of W Horss, They et with sbch offer in 1072, e
i af 1ha R,

Thii Ghiness peapls cfien mark B Bagineing of & year
adlh the Spring Fasdlesl, ehich & (he most Imporant
Teatad In My coumry, W cormeaponcs with ore of e 12
Eadige animnale, which adll & irn Becemi The suspicious
image af tha feagival, Mol Kew Yaar pichures, couplels,
aiel grastrigs will gl fhi pediac ariemal,

“In Wi s oif Mo PR, ol Wil Fibos gaod luck In The Yaar
af ihe G, o Wil grow strongen I ibe Yest of e Tige:
yoil will Bahaws mons bravely. @ thae Yoar of the Rakbit
voll will basame Bmaster: in 1 Year af the Dragon, you
il e b pramiaing canear; I tho Yabr of (e Gnake,
yod Wil B aafts and acund; n the Yedr of ihe Herse, you
will e & brihang life; in the Yasr of the Gonl, you Wil
nnjay prasperily; @ e Year of D Monkay. you Wil gl &
presnolan; 0 W Yopr of (i Roostes, you Wil sin 6 priss:

I e Yaar of e Ded, you will leddaly; 0 We Year o fhe
Fig, you will becoime mots phaminsnt.” This B 8 Chineass
Huw Yani greafing relatod fo fhe 12 zodlss: snimals wbed
o el nharyans the Doal iy e

b China, ihars {g 5 traciticn associated with 1ha Spaieg
Fumlhval that hias been handsd daen Toe over o Thaosand
ymdrd. Whesi fnesting with poople dusing ihe faetiael one
shauld afler lekdtaians i cihars s ofien an posilbs I
Inmtnad ol wekn 10 Ul semaiang amincus, 118 said thal
Fhia utterance will G bue, In addilon. Chifsss peaple
aflei ima difacanl Tolaitalonsg In difernl poam. 1T B e
happans 16 ba a yeer of & 2odsss: animal tal sz g nable
stamip b on iraditonal Chinese cullure, & good imags,
ar @ e il sTiares i simile prononcision with words
profending good fortiines, Chiness pacglo will uss e dodac
anlmal mame B Phir New Year grostings. Thess 2odiac
animale aro the Dk, Tiger, Rabbit, Dragon, Hares, G,
Wonkoy, ard Roosbe A8 for o other 2odiac animals, stich
At B Aal, Snake, Deag and Fig, they do not appear in Bl
Wishr gresdngs. The deagon is 8 sodies snimal rovernd by The
Chingas B8 I eyrrdolines dvinity, sulhoily, and inineliing
Baaad an adilionnl Ghinmae colture, Hasatally, wfhon i
Cihisiicess Lshat i e Spieg Faslsd b T Yee of (he Thagon,
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thay grest each ofer with lucky words for great fomune dor
the year

1. Good uck in the Year of the Dragonl
U | BERE

¢ 2hdi nin L oyl

2. | hoge afl your wishss are [ulilied and thaf you have
pood buck in the Year of the Dragan?
LTV 8, Tl

Ihirnin Kegnadr ahisu-sinyudn, fzidng- !

1 Geod wck and great joriune in the Yesr of (ke Oragand
AL EN T AGE, MR R

21w rin Merdn kb 48 yin cAniin-glngin

& Surcess ;o oyour carear and promotion booa heagher
pos@ian m the Yeasr of the Dragan)

ALEFTRYA, FE&t

2hdi v rddn pudegear héingaing. bibd-ghoshdng

il 5

b A e ke T L T RET

HEEW AR WBE BT RE, BA
SRR, R

oAl TAEAR S, ARENE AP e E
=2 T, A 100 30 § B AalTw e
tolt Rk AR B, AR PRl )
MR bk o — . ekt 12 R

i d-ad s M AR DS W R A, B A
Aol AR 20 AR A bR An L
W o

SHEET M TET MA et g TR
A A AN eldd, ETELADRE
B, AHasFnda-0, FremWeEial
2y E--drabdbddatn, Lolebdo i Lo s e
lndnst. iEebshdb g R, . &, R, A e
Ay, X, A, B w0, P ELACHE A it
12 #pabdf e, 1) -, MR ER
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Wil

flinfflr £ Ead, 00§, - LUl H
P EAES, BELHRMLE L, KiEd i
— 4 B A e, ABUE PRS0
BAAREF (em -, B3 H—-EMwPaed
MEF0RE, SREN juiTmA L 9T
EMEPRBTE

FRA ALYl — & -G
#, Al S T AU T aN et
OO, STEMETE, AR ERRR
oo A AR

FAEER A3 04 AFFE, RPbS,
Er v mdan hrkd YFErb arfi,
el HAESIE, RESNET Lt
PRI RN A B E i, EEE T2 AGE
AR

PEAF -~ FE L AT
WaE, LARFHAEHE, hiled Bt Tm
M TS SRR A, FRAN SRR,
e AR R A AT R, P A
Pt O RATEE AN N S
BEEEFEEd ted 8 A & 5. F m,

iy M bbb W AR Tk sk AL i,
i, . R OMF ELTEAERERALR
Ay, MLETRERLEREY, LESE. &
WA LR, B, EATFT RGN, 1§
ANl bl B AT E ) - Al

| CELIE ) Ak

LA R GR, Fitek

MRS, MEE | RN

LB EATE Y, FFSM ( BRI
g A B8 S|
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Thw Eanp-chubabund (e aiahin railion Fos boe poesod dindda
ot persiyem e powrdioeg swald lim beoow deep-enitisd @&
ety s 10 teddy povogmeal smony e Clmiess people
that the 13 Asbek: dhimiil siie e clisely kil Siils peopli’s
peraralios, dafimes i ol carvors, Jusl g Biinsh gwamle
gt ffk bl i wwasillier whien iety Gasl el Chineso posdo
ollor sk whsl sodiig aiisad o peira i odwts Wiy nboo Bod O TieE

T, Thod v bt aiepdenenad (04 Ui ikt isisdes:

T, A1 o o pnink vy 1o (lédii B g ol i prmic, Sy 118 el
vy paikie i mk smaleer oo § g el thar sk mmind

cintipdeied Vels The iy afipsiininics cai ek o Jaallind b jleieasii's g

Secinnl, @ dcivos e on o-ridlet aind biakon peopsd Téal dl
g, Asiiing shoiil aeding animals o comdidered @ coimmes
crstimnricr o el W Chites: paiophie Wi 1 payda Ted

Iyl Al sdeme 2oadiad anssnal, they sl lave a sl

aifnmity anaf be emger o6 tnlk with enchoother.

Chimese poonle end to grossp thomselves sccarding 1o ther
roiline anmmal apns ol of the beliel the e with te same
<1gn possess simmlar personatines. and chemosensaies. Henee,
they hke dsscumemsy in which zodine aninml yeur 8 promiment
figune was bomin ther space time. They even consider it o grsi
b i ey find that they Sappen o shere the same naliae agm
with @ remowmenl hisborical: figure or conlemporany celebnty

sach e Cioeghus Klan (hams m the Year of the B ) fimdes
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i af the Maongol Empire: Sagge Liing (hafis i thie Year of the

Rooster], b stancsnmm dunmg S penod of the Thee Kingdons
AT aml & pastlign ol wesdon amd gepid yiame; 14
Sfsrniln P i e Ysir of the G, Bhe co-finnmler, of the
Tiing Ermanty (il B-RIT), & poldesn g i Clineie begony: Disg
Hgaping (hin o the Year of e Diragonl, e Tase Chiness
leadel mégnndad w3 the chilef arbamst of Chang's vefanm and
aptang-np; msd N Nmping hoem o dse Yean of due Saakel, the
el Chiness Preshdent

Thiisl, 1 cuin bl poople exmapole atlier pegile'’s rermnilifics.
Agvarding o Fodiig anital catnire, people b i the damie
fimfine ol vesc aitten shaie slivdar gevsanality mall, luck o
s, professongd hicvements and marrags pumen, Same
Chansse peapld 2ven gt 1o Know snd chooss iheis sposis,
Com I o IRss paetners b mIking abod e Plias
winiiile, Ths 1 secms wimple, e 0 hes noh connomois o
he Cheracis poopde,

I e aee b in the Yeur uf the [oiagan, phease read the
Fedbowling, imimoaiationn s s of 1 s e fior v,
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& Characteristics of “Dragons™

Llitnese pegle regaid e dingon m b iible sl anmpaes diy
[ e e 1h|‘l_uil. e it m e Yegw uf the Fhrogeat M gmsip-

il ] coellein 1.'r-,.-4.| ] i e vuitniil Bvins lenokens

Wtk deggand 1o et persanaling peoples bom i the Year of
Mg Tivagios fie Ereiaddy snefene il ity pdpieanony aod
ey set-gwmecresn They never pve up, exlihinig o casfd
indivhduating i duse Thingd. They ae dsadainfll of geeayg ool

e g erteElion i

Wi Taims in the Ve of ghe |lJ.H_|III- il B e eniihiiEasiie,

penenii iorsaderate and |k

Huowivers, peaphe T iy v Year of e Diggon ang prones
toe b emnnional amd sdulpge an ingey. They nie ai

i -rmded amd caiireod toleabe othen’ wave of woiking
ini-arfieeie” nalsbry i et Mist miske. They sie st peniligir

when facel wigh sebacks

8 Marriages for “Dragons™

Minccimaking relared ne ihe Clienesg Fogding 13 & URigae
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i determivming o morndgs Thes resabied i a grear nusiben
nf g e mormnges dunisg the ||rn|_' pervind of Fedalism 1w
Clune. Hosweyer, wiling people sl me banger cliig 1o the
fipiehs aof Poalisie animels W By ehivise ey Feiviriessts ar
it euls. Ar sy mie, ohis pevvuiies s indispesaible o S

chadlim (LT Cliiinese peaple

) Eminent Figures Born in the Year of the
Dragon

dAgisdiileng 10 e Llikdcie podud, iy omelsmlng BEFc &

Llinese lnercay weis boim i i Y ol fhie Divaguis, Has nig &

Fei of e

Xun Huang

Pasims b TIE RO pejrrceciilatioe of Coilicuaing snd
Pl ber of whe Wessem Flan vty (46 RO
ATHES], e & e ey o K]

Sima Qian

Basiy i LIS B Msterian e macicss Ching and
Ak o (e BTl fid o ikt Mool af e
Uil 0w,

Ban Chao

Pain bo 32, Teemvesin pilfary simatvggal, diphaisai
ul vhe Easlerns Wik Traaaary (15-3200 mid a
pstieer ol Tl Rtk T,

Zhu Yuanzhang
Korn in 1358, lvesding smperor ol the Sing
Dhymaury | 1568 i1

Cal Yuanpei

Barw b Biid, Rirmier presadesi of Pelslag Valbveniin
il wiir ol e peajar tedykbeaiers of tha Nlay Jif
v emienr ©

Guo Maoruo
fern in LR¥!, aminewt medarn writer, Pl
Iistirian. s handgii, sl st in pabesgraphe.

An eeli-mmeerm il cohparal s zovtlel eomesmsEre prasmng e of
siladend damineraioes 6 SEing 0 Bay 1, 1855 e May db Wiwesen
protiile Bgpikiil 9is Chauan goisdrmimd | sk ibporias 00 3 Trasy
m Yorunilar sapmemily slirweng Jepen T oecEys WErEE m Siendong
wf i bl Lemar mid ieideras il by Gemrmiprrg. Thisas dedn ngl s mi Mes e
lalors il bp sliglefls fifirSe wiorkaih amd bebbrmiabiah. B
o sl Hhd ammrgs of Chovess ssttammiem
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Mo mo il ) Whe=ae dlieyes W A Wi T AR L] e o gy D

fw e o e Thogon, His names e Bngs | e He Tl moale
ik ol i i bl lemcew Cliiness Riaiy B Tod Bl Bes Tinie
aiin] Wil lie beine o CFeiicee Kuiig T filim i swell-H sy soines

Hig Wil Lii pehdilios I whis st slioane el OF mdirsl s

aiil B wvverinnd b gl ol Clivesss King i st kL

T TR T

1A vhier evemiiries; there e slii many distigiilshe] Figiirs

Eroerrm it Yosie ol e Thaagosit. HiEe aee g B ol Higm

Jean-Jacguos Roussaau
Lhen in ET1L Sarios-bsme philasyep b, wriien, ang
peeiticsl |harsd whan restses and s ogrend
ihe leméery af e Fromch Boveldeiion and Hie
Hemmamii prearaifen

James Watl

Misvs b AT @ Birmaiie Mgeee & (e Tl
Heeliiiion of e Beldila il Wvenlor &F dle

sal W Beal Weiie oiglng

Friedrich Engels
Mari i BRI, Germied Chinbod, bl eglap
aviabitamiaiy, ifel e fei@mii of neslor ceindimimsn

Alexandre Gustave Eiflel
Rarn in 18TE Frones vl cogimger wha lidh oha
Kifvl Tawerin Faris

Shaw

George Bernard

Narn i FESE, orgul Irek plivarighi

Vaded, afd fupndes ol iS¢ auiballe rodliad]s

Moraty,

Dougiss Macarthur

Haim b |980, srniEipsl siprican salfar, Wistoge
Aee-star geacial. mail dhar oaili Aimasloan gedcril e
W perern] D Dol wad bl wisks sl e bosean Vi,
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