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Introduction

g Tiarad, Py P o ol Braw st irsdianas

Chinasn cullura?

Let's Iry & mddles to start: “There are 12 of them, sach
person claime but arse of tham; ey can andy be found in

Chona. ¥What ane thoy ™7

I wou can figure it ou, it shows that you know something
aboul Chiness culure. In fack. former Japaness Prime
Minister Kakuel Tenaka pu this riddie to Chinese Premier
Ihon Enlai dising fis vis? to China in Sapterber 1372 1o
endivan ther meabng. The key to e ricdle 15 “the [2-year
cypcla of animaln im ihe Chiness zodise®, or simply “the 12

TOOiaC animads -

Tha tliddle was o plece o caks Rar Preeniar 2, o e 13

peddine animals afe Tnimiliar o averyens in China, But whnal

|t Chilngse podlac?

I Chinees, 0 s called 1§ ehiegadn | E reane e bom,
e 1] means resambieT, In e ey of T it CRhiness,
hiiman beings ure parf of pature, Peopls Boern |n it
lumsl gaars cartekpand e apacslic animsls, & pRron's
charhctar regambiag thal af hin aor bar anignl The 12

animais &fe e Ral. O, Tiges, Rakiil. Oragen. Snase,
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Homs. Gonl, © Mankey, Rooalar, Dog and P, Piopie Thiis
Uk Ihamm 16 AumBer 1he years i § 12-year eyels, Far
wimplo. @ you wers Dorn n 2001, Ihe Yaar of The Rabbs
pieerding 1o ha Clnaia luanr calamdar, o will ke The
rEhill Be your podias animal, and the rebbl Wil aisn be
vois lileleng mascol and gunrdian sl

Ewatjusa sl o 2oding snlmel, Thea Enlsl Wik Do
in 1628, 1he Year ol b= Dog, Kakunl Tanskn was bon In
1008, Ma Yaae G e Harss They mal Wil aach alliar im
197 The Yeaar al iFe Ral

Tha Chineta people oflen mark the Boginning OF & yaar
willh tha Spring Feslival, smish ie e mod) impenant
Tealivdd In Bhe goumry, I carmesponds with orm of e 18
pailias aREmals, whisl wdl 6 e | i ha adispleiois

Image al tho eatival, Marl Maw Year plobiras, calplnks
une graskngs Wil laallds the 2edlae arinal

"I Wi Yede of e R, youl Wil P good luck] A (ks Year
af P Qg yoie Wl grow esfangsr. In iho Yaaer of 2o Tigs
yoll il Bbliaws Mo Biausly, & 1 Yoear of e Ralbit,

Thip Clitmni ulinfaitet 4 (o] ofers 10 DElH Be ol ol L ol
Tharw'omi, the gighth sodiac annel zan o= Temed goet or e 0 e
mirah_ goed B nined i thes snks ol oA

il Wil Becais amarsr [/ M Yads ol (ha Dragon. yau

wlll maye & promissng carasr) I e Yeas of the Enake,
werii wll B aale ard solEnd; 16 e Year of tha Hord, yai
will [ & Bellliant [lo; B e Year of 1he Gosl, yoil sl
Ny prospordy; v e Y of e Monkey, yol will gol o
promagticn] in e Yeae of 1he Roaster, you will win & poiEa;
Ir 1 aar ol Mie Doy, vou Wil Noudaly; 5 Be Yeaer of Be
Fig, wou will basams mors piaminsil.” This @ & CHiness
Maw Yaal ghoalifeg ralalod 36 he 12 2oRes ahiiels b
R v El avaryan the Daal overy Yoo

In China, Thare is a racifion associated wilth ha Spding
Faulival that Rias besn handed down To8 over @ inaanif
ymEra, When moefing with people duslng the fasiroal, ana
ahaidd clfer taheiallons b albess ak oflen in possibla, 7
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mnsiead you were b uitsr something omnpus. s sud tha
thig uiterance wal come tue. In acddion, Chinese prople ofen
use ditlersm leimtations in diferen) ysare. ® ey opoens
io b o year of o sodias animal fhul hee 2 noble sishs bazed on
Chiress radtional oultum. & goosd image, or & rame that shares
a simitar promunciason wih words portending good foruns,
Chingss people wil use the rodiac srimal nama in v New
Year greetngs. These zodac animos are the Ow Tigsr, Rabbi,
Dragon, Horss, Goal, Mankey, and Roosier. As for e ofher
modac aemais, which ore ihe Fal, Sreke, Dog and Pig, ey
do rol anpear i Mew Year grestinge. The mabbi# & adored ns a
aiac amrel by the Crnese, This is because in Chirese cutbhure
lhe ratbit symbolir=s kindress, purfty and suspiaousnpss:
Diurirg the Spnng Festival in dhe Year of the Rabbil, Chinsss
peopls mchange greetings and besl washes sch =-

1. Happy Habbst Yearl

R AR CThinim e pudils?

2 tzood huck and greal fortuns n ke Year of the Rabbe!
AR AT, AR

2w i e yln 4 diche

. | wimh you &0 auspimous Year of 1he Aabbit?

FLOE A Tan A Thi nin b i |dng - niyl!

A B
ML Ao 2 T 8

iEday fdiag aidad ;"R &
Kbt FEGENLE, WSty T

RN ETEMSR, LV Sl T
F—ZTH ArdpLpT N, BAY
WHE et tigent, A&, fbe
PREEHML AL AR SR, RANL
Rt

AfuBdFARpaEgeEin, 84845
AETRA 12 T L MR, fhar WAy E

5

TEAT W UE LA T WA, "R L
" Rl AR, ESAT AR,
At Y MEHAH—-N., RRIHHAkENA, HE
& B —dbhabdbofnb e, L A g A S e A A
e T A B A PR R
oMo AR B, R4 AL 124
idn e, 12—, B A, -

https://www.purpleculture.net


http://www.purpleculture.net

Wil

Al F, Smo-FfeP Rt ag, B
R A Ay AR R, Rl — T A e
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HEFn s, 298N, ENARALERE AT
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PRAMELOHRTE —& T A3
#, m-rihbFRas e ant Gk S
Ak, &FERGOTE, Mool Fitddinde
FEGE My f AN

REEE, $ELH, ATIR, L,
E3 TR SR, L5 AE BN,
BAPR, GRS, MEBES T WL L
K2R A B, KSR 2R
bR A

P EAN - E S T, A&
TS, LARS W EME Wil ety
MMA T EN s Epa k. 2L, FREEE
BT, TOATAHTIEOTN R, i

M, VAHAKFFSHALE
ke A ML ES TSP, i, B &,
B, .M. R Bpb-di W ERF FEER A
s wE B B WF. ALPEAL
AR shdh, MEEPNEML R EP, L
AR AEeE s R Mok, £ Rl
o o) AL et B R ATE ) R AR

1 44LIE ) R
oL T A Ko R
b PR AR e
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The loog-vhetishan] Chiese fmding wabiion hes bean pasnd
dovieti Eidrin poncaadsai e geivirabd &l his Bicoitse deigp-
roslind en psropli s pands 16 mowsdely cecopmesiad amwmg the
Ehdnide proosnle Bligl the 12 Bl miainel segiie sfe elidaily
linikas] witls progide’s parsamnlines, deditniss, Tives amml caratin
litdl ad Ehpilials péiply imbid 160K hold e wenibst % lvm
thew fiisl meet. Chiosisn pstapli- odlen ask what i aimmal
i peteem e Whainn thew dinded Gor he DEaL Blie ThW Cam B

el dor i Todlonefiige e fesonis

Faeal, o 10 o goasd wny B dinfuce ||||'.|l:t' ul | opirsm. e 108
Pl Sy jhadity Db dinh ot jieteon 8 g dibecily, Bwii ol
marmal geipis il with thedr appearsssy can lelp one dviduee 2

TR’ g

Hieodnl, §] Aarved a8 mh Wil aiid makes g Teel ai

cakar, SRing wnil snling animaks 18 oormideied o commin

commemscmon skill by Chinese poople. When rovo people fiml
thoy share the sme zodiac mmimal, they will have o mabesal

affinity and b ezmger oy wlk with ench oiher

Chirese prople tend to groap chomselves aceonding o thar
seviline aramad gigrs oal af the baliel thee those waih dhe same
sipn passess similar persnalities and chameseristios. Hene

ey like descussimg oy winchy moedise amimal veur o poomizceni
figure was ham i ther spare tme. Thes oven consider it b great

fwrsar 1F Ly findl that thery Fappon: Lo share e same seafiac sign
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with b renownad listorical figure oF gomsemparary celebrimy,
anclh as Crenghis Bhst dlom in e e of she Hois), famaler
af the Mungal Fmpire, Zhuge g (hom (i i Yer of the
Rrurster], & stazsnian dinog e pened of de Thiee Kiigalons
[R50 e & e digin of wisidom s geod vimg Li
Shsimi (b i O Year of the Goat), the ao-fumder of the
Tiarg Drvmazny (6] 35007, oddien age i Cinese benony, By
Kiwaping irn - the Yo of B Dragoa), the e Chiness:
leader regnndad g e chief aplshezr of Clens’s vefonm and
oty ek N Jiging (o i B Year of te Smikel, the
etarfe Ui Presulanm

Thind, it can help poogle exmapolis iher peegile's peraoalitie.
Axvaiding w Fodie animal oulire people borm in the ame
disabians il vear athen share slivilar gersobaling iraits, lid for
sl profeesnnn] schicrements sivl marsps patein, Soms
Cluinesss peaphe even per 1o know s hogse hew spogses,
wowrnkorn o bunbicss parmiens by falking sbod tein ambia:
atviie i, This dogke o aliple, B i has oo conninanisns oy
the Cluess pogde

M Characteristies of “Rabhits”

1 st e Tooim i e Wi O B o, wisat Kired o ehiaiier,
https://www.pu
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Tuek and mdrriage Wikl youn luivy segosling s rhe e
Fosbuic”T M el i |||l|'h1'|:||n'|; T T Etd pas f e

TR T Wi

I the eves of the Chesede, the mbhil & & lovalse anid sciitive
gl Measde taams in e Year of e Rabho and add oo Bave
soetliing almibar o the rablEy They geneally lave good
Fiin bagled adnl cioss Ty rehimbon, aml ges on well wirds ofser
el They e wmets oy naning, o nfen sherw high amsme
sprtinsle amid pobeinial, They ore snd by ewsad by Bk,

Featiiie pind i |||-|Iu lifg.

Szl peple boist sy godd isliies, They are mahopho,

gemle, § b, aind wlegt ar the uie ot inguage, wivics

saphaliil e choguienee amd wede popilmine, Thaey e fraendiy,
conenimigarive, palite, ans] halgral] ey wre esapaistng,
caimoma s alabeves ey o, aid hice confbicr becaise fhey

BRI T ||l1h_' :'IH,'III.I'« ||'|l|'|.|,-.-|-|| arl e s

Rt never fidge aoralbin foe giaiekly, They vy appear jo
b i wes mian, b ey o shwilly be duite skl dsd
stuck m e i, Tl 1 doeE thimn mo ool wsd oflsr
il agtibed oo Bein— ak 4 propersity for becpisg

I Mervsielvies, capaping realiny oF Deing QoS
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Pirliisawla, Ar iy mite, Thil Pariaeis ||H||-||rq,1w|rh.' T dor

el hawt g Uhiness peaple

M Eminent Figures Born in the Yeur of the

Pupvirdiing o Ohoite Poahais, Ay gnest feradduigis il e

e s bt bt e Wizt orl i Ballar, o0 cuaigie;

Liu Xiu
Navw in § BC, FMasdis of the Easters Fas
thy s 435 1305

Mi Fu
Hirri b 1050, calligrmplior amd padstee af i
et Seng Tvnassy (W4 1027,

Gua Shoujing

o i TR3E, Wvdwodag®in of 18e Yian Dyisisy
AR 1A Tl of Fhe Stk Caleadirn, Hs
g i g cabinidan b ekl Thisg,

Alsin-Giora Hongli

Paw'n Il 171 Ewmgeriad Qa0 lisag =0 s (Klng
Tiywats, the losges-rulgslng Gl lssget-Th g
puler i Chilmese Idairy

I the aporte work] oF prosesi-ay Ching, iy well-Eneyi

ERaimiess shate Ihe foadiae Sign of fw st

(R {THT]
Feiniid w1953 L e s Py ines of Drpimesdpliod ™ walls padogiiilisn
Tierr Hie eberreilinal Pedeatss oF Ciymensic Iy nasEnig his

stpruiliine Fingh, praniongd asss e puirille ] i s wtte lilid

B i | kil

B ik 1975, 1l termiisn Wikl ehsmpion

Yian |'?..r|||:-|rn

Feniid it | S, Ui (el cYei e

TR TP T
Borm an 19E7, professcmal bllianli plaver, the S D lsniss

Pt induesed it the Sndok ‘B HalE o Fasnz
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Wi Jumnliss

Hormn m 1957, s baskeiball ployor

There sre nlso tpo Chinest -Kamg Fo-stars bom o the Yeor of

the Rabbat: Jel Li and Doomne Y, boih bomom 1963,

let Li is & bonschold nome amwng the Chimese, He became

Enmen in China by plhivime the ledioe miles in such mewvios

v Shnmlio Ferale, the Dwee Lipom o T o CVires serves,

o Fearfess. Im 1957 he veofured o Hollywood and played
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Albracht Durer

Tisimn i BT, ohr it pmitabde pedimen. pirbnmselorn
demisier i Thoer i al v Gor s He poasatiir

Martin Lutiver
Rarn in 1d8E, iwlgigrar of ihe Frofcsrape

Fefarmst i i (idb=pammry Farogs « bl fander
af Pravcatamtiali

adam Smith
Mm@ 1733, Mireialk econsiins apel sdlliar & Tl
PR o athoas, o Doaiiet ioll o QR il i Dl &

[ =4 —_— 4 | | T -

Friedrich Schiller

Maim 6 | 759, Germas poel, [laswrsghe, and
Tarrary Ihedria

standhal

Miswi I WTRA, i reperesonimtice of fepllas i 1k
eralnry Foeiek Noramane, il delbeod of The K
mingl Tl Hlap )

Walter Seoit

i 17T, Deinkali Bisailoal naselisg, pige @l

Wil e

Walt Whitman
Ravw b 1A, amc of vhe el i gt B T
Bkt iy

Alber] Einsisin
Fasm W@ VETR doerman sclennsl andg Doesder of
Bl |y ol W s

1N GOy, gk b in the Year of the Rabbi o amlly huree

1 yenlke despisibon sl g guels, emd they e adso
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Chapter Two
Tha Origin and

¥ Cultural Significance
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