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Xu Shen (58-147), a famous ancient calligrapher, once said, “When the Han Dynasty (206BC—
AD220) was founded, cursive script began to flourish.” Cursive script refers to characters in Chinese
calligraphy that are written swiftly with some strokes being omitted or merged. It was first found on
bamboo slips of the Qin and Han dynasties. In the Han Dynasty, Zhang (clerical) cursive script was
formally developed as an official cursive-style script. Later, Jin (modern) and Kuang (wild) cursive scripts
appeared. A Song of Cursive Script says, “To become a sage of cursive script is most difficult, as the
strokes are dancing like dragons or snakes.”
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—. EAPDZ=ZT Basic Strokes
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There are eight basic strokes: horizontal ¥, vertical %, left—falling®, right—falling@, dot®, hook®,

right-upward ', and turning ® .

@ @ ®
@ ® ©
(@)

9

https://www.purpleculture.net

W AV indd 9 $ 2019/1/4 W1 1L 'F¢F4;13;23(



http://www.purpleculture.net

—. 5~k Top Radicals

b
pind
#
R

27

https://www.purpleculture.net

W FEREFH R indd 27 $ 2019/1/4 BT 'F¢F4;14;30(



http://www.purpleculture.net

—. Z&#AZ50 Structural Forms

NFREREAEEAR /P Bhdhly, B, A%, R TEE. Eh a5,
Sl N e g o5 7 A e

Chinese characters are mainly classified into eight structural forms: single, top-bottom, left-right,
top-middle-bottom, left-middle-right, semi-closing, enclosing and pyramid.
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Tracing and copying are two different ways to practice calligraphy. A beginner should start with
tracing and focus on copying. The former helps him/her grasp the strokes of Chinese characters, and the
latter helps him/her master the structures.

Tracing: Place a piece of transparent paper on top of the model characters and trace it with brush
and ink as precisely as possible.

Copying: Take the copybook as the model and copy the characters as accurately as possible.

There are many ways to copy Chinese characters, namely, line, check, frame, contrasting, memory,
enlarging and shrinking.

54 KFHE
Four-square frame Diagonal-marked frame
FUERS [E]
Nine-square frame Two-square frame
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Calligraphic creation refers to the independent artistic completion of a calligraphic work. Before

a calligraphic creation, one is required to be highly disciplined and have a high degree of skill. While

creating a calligraphic work, one must pour all feelings and thinking into it to create a splendid space
consisting of animated dots, lines, squares, circles, etc.
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It is hard to recognize characters in cursive script because they are too illegible. They are also easy to
confuse because they are too simplified. It is difficult to learn to write cursive script because it puts stress
on intuition. Mr. Yu Youren, a great modern calligrapher, founded the Standard Cursive Script Studio in
Shanghai in 1932. He devoted all his life to compiling A Thousand Characters in Standard Cursive Script
which was revised nine times before it was published. This book is the best model for beginners of
cursive script as it displays correct and beautiful characters in cursive script that are easily recognized and

written.
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