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As the oldest script, seal script has a simpler style than other scripts. With a decorative structure, it
has three main sub-styles: oracle bone inscriptions, the divination language of the Yin and Shang Dynas-
ty (1600-1046 BC) more than 3,000 years ago; great seal script, a unified name for Zhouwen, the ancient
script before the Qin Dynasty (221-206 BC), bronze inscriptions and stone drum inscriptions; small seal
script, the then standardized written language based on Qin seal characters after the State of Qin unified
China. A calligraphic beginner who wants to study seal script is advised to start with small seal characters.
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Regular script has eight basic strokes. Seal script has only six: dot™, horizontal ?, vertical ®, arc®”
curving ? and ring .
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A Dictionary Explaining the Composition of Chinese Characters, written by Xu Shen of the Han
Dynasty, is an immortal masterpiece in the history of the Chinese language and philology as well as
China’s first dictionary which analyzes the shape, meaning and pronunciation of characters. It has been
the basic reference book for the study of seal script for hundreds of years. Many famous calligraphers
in Chinese history wrote radicals illustrated in the dictionary. One who has a good command of these
radicals will find it easy to recognize seal script.
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Chinese characters are mainly classified into eight structural forms: single, top-bottom, left-right,
top-middle-bottom, left-middle-right, semi-closing, enclosing and pyramid.
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Tracing and copying are two different ways to practise calligraphy. A calligraphic beginner should
start with tracing and focus on copying. The former helps him/her grasp the strokes of Chinese charac-
ters; the latter helps him/her master the structures.

Tracing: Place a piece of transparent paper on top of the model characters and trace it with a brush
and ink as precisely as possible.

Copying: Take the copybook as the model and copy the characters as accurately as possible.

There are many ways to copy Chinese characters, namely, line, check, frame, contrasting, memory,
enlarging and shrinking.

54 KFHE
Four-Square frame Diagonal-Marked frame
JUERS IS
Nine-Square frame Two-Square frame
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