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The picture was created by a Ming Dynasty
scholar. The picture features a Taoist priest stylized
in a rounded form, indicating that Confucianism,
Taoism and Buddhism come from common roots.
Record has it that He Shen, the notorious rotten
official of the Qing Dynasty was once a student of
another official, Wu, and when He Shen became
Prime Minister, Wu became a follower of He. Upon
He’s collapse and subsequent trial, this picture was
given to Wu as a gift to ridicule him for being close
to He Shen.
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This picture features Afu, a clay statue
popular in south China with a horizontal couplet in
his hands that reads “kindness leads to happiness.”
In the past, the ninth day of the first month of the
lunar year was regarded as the birthday of the
Jade Emperor, the head of Taocism. Rituals were
performed and sacrifices offered to him on that day
in which kindness is the focus. Harmony was highly
treasured in the past both for business and families.
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