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There were three levels of imperial
examination in the Ming and Qing dynasties:
the county level, provincial level and the palace
examination. There were also three grades for those
who passed the highest imperial examination, with
the title of Zhuang Yudn (Number One), B&ng Ydan
(Number Two) and Tan Hua (Number Three). The
words for duck and the shell of a crab sound like
the best in Chinese. In old times, people gave ducks
and crabs to those who would travel afar, wishing

them great success.
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Reed, as seen in the picture, sounds like
enumeration in Chinese. After the palace examination,
the emperor would send orders to meet those who had
passed the examination one by one. This was called
the enumeration. This term refers to the top student in

the palace examination.
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