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吉祥一词，始见于《易经》：“吉事有祥。”《左传》

有：“是何祥也？吉祥焉在？”《庄子》则有：“虚室生日，

吉祥止止。”《注疏》亦云：“吉者，福善之事；祥者，嘉

庆之征。”

吉祥二字，在甲骨文中被写作“吉羊”。上古人过着

游牧生活，羊肥大成群是很“吉祥”的事，在古器物的铭

文中多有“吉羊”。《说文》云：“羊，祥也。”

吉祥，是美好、幸运的形象；吉祥，是人类最迷人的

主题。艺术最终都是把理想形象化，而吉祥图，是中华吉

祥文化最璀璨的明珠。旧时有联：“善果皆欢喜，香云普

吉祥。”吉祥图有：吉祥如意、五福吉祥等。

五福，是吉祥的具体体现。福、禄、寿、喜、财，在

民间被称为五福；福星、禄星、寿星、喜神、财神，在仙

界被尊为五福神。五福最早见于《尚书》：“五福，一曰寿，

二曰富，三曰康宁，四曰攸好德，五曰考终命。”旧时有

联：“三阳临吉地，五福萃华门。”吉祥图有：五福捧寿、

三多五福等。

福，意为幸福美满。《老子》：“福兮，祸所伏。”《韩

人臻五福    花满三春
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人歌上寿
Celebrating longevity
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《庄子》：“人，上寿百岁，中寿

八十，下寿六十。”五福唯寿为重，

人活七十古来稀，人至上寿乃大吉。

寿联云 ：“君子有诗歌偕老，上寿自

古称大齐。”年轻人庆生辰，只能称

“过生日”，50 或 60 岁以上者方可称

“庆寿”。

The ancient Chinese considered the age of 
100 to represent supreme longevity, the age of 80 
to represent medium longevity and the age of 60 
to represent low longevity. Of the five blessings, 
longevity is the most important of all. As reaching 
the age 70 was a rarity in old times, one is bestowed 
with even better fortune if one reaches the age of 
100. A birthday celebration couplet reads: “As 
gentlemen mature in age with beautiful songs, he 
who is 100 years old has great achievements”. 
While young people hold birthday parties, only 
those aged 50 or 60 and above celebrate longevity.

008 009

Designs of Chinese Blessings
Longevity

福 

禄 

寿 

喜 

财 

http://www.purpleculture.net

http://www.purpleculture.net


人寿年丰
Longevity to man 

with a bumper harvest
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《诗经》：“如南山之寿，不骞不

崩。”人以寿为本，民以食为天。旧

时有春联 ：“人人寿比南山，年年丰

衣足食。”横批为 ：“人寿年丰。”人

寿，仁者长寿 ；年丰，勤者年丰。长

寿，是一生最大的幸福 ；丰收，是一

年最大的企盼。

The Book of Songs says “May people reach 
a senior age and be as healthy as the mountains.” 
Food and longevity are both basic concerns of the 
people. A spring couplet from the past reads “May 
everyone live a long time like the enduring moun-
tains and let there be adequate clothing and food”, 
and a horizontal scroll reads “Longevity to man and 
a harvest every year”. Longevity, the greatest happi-
ness in life, is associated with kindness; harvest, 
expected in earnest through the year, is a reward to 
the industrious.
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