1/ Ak RAG i =A&
May People Enjoy a Life Full of Blessings,
and Let Flowers Bloom Throughout Spring Time
8/ AR EHF
Celebrating longevity
10/ AF 5+
Longevity to man with a bumper harvest
12 / NAWR ZF
The eight immortals look up to offer birthday
peaches and toasts
14/ B4k 55 R F
Li Tieguai offers birthday wishes
16 / ¥ & AR A
Zhongli Quan offers birthday wishes
18/ RRE KA
Zhang Guolao offers birthday wishes
20/ BIRARKFH
Lv Dongbin offers birthday wishes
22 [ AT AhdE R
He Xiangu offers birthday wishes
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Longevity

Designs of Chinese Blessings
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Designs of Chinese Blessings
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The ancient Chinese considered the age of
100 to represent supreme longevity, the age of 80
to represent medium longevity and the age of 60
to represent low longevity. Of the five blessings,
longevity is the most important of all. As reaching
the age 70 was a rarity in old times, one is bestowed
with even better fortune if one reaches the age of
100. A birthday celebration couplet reads: “As
gentlemen mature in age with beautiful songs, he
who is 100 years old has great achievements”.
While young people hold birthday parties, only
those aged 50 or 60 and above celebrate longevity.
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The Book of Songs says “May people reach
a senior age and be as healthy as the mountains.”
Food and longevity are both basic concerns of the
people. A spring couplet from the past reads “May
everyone live a long time like the enduring moun-
tains and let there be adequate clothing and food”,
and a horizontal scroll reads “Longevity to man and
a harvest every year”. Longevity, the greatest happi-
ness in life, 1s associated with kindness; harvest,
expected in earnest through the year, is a reward to

the industrious.
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